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U.N. Chief Urges Immediate Ceasefire
by ‘all Parties’ in Yemen War

NEW YORK - U.N.
Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon on Thursday
called for an immedi-
ate halt to the fighting
in Yemen, the first time
he has made such an ap-
peal since Saudi-led air
strikes against Iranian-
backed Houthi rebels be-
gan three weeks ago.

Ban said the poorest
country in the Middle
East was already in a cri-
sis before the recent out-
break of hostilities, with
levels of food insecurity
that were higher than in
the poorest parts of Af-
rica. He said the recent
fighting had only exac-
erbated those problems.
“That is why I am calling
for an immediate cease-
fire in Yemen by all the
parties,” Ban said in a

speech to the National
Press Club in Washing-
ton. “The Saudis have
assured me that they
understand that there
must be a political pro-
cess. I call on all Yeme-
nis to participate in good
faith.”

“The United Nations-
supported  diplomatic
process remains the best
way out of a drawn-out
war with terrifying im-
plications for regional
stability,” he said in
the speech, which was
broadcast on C-SPAN
radio.

Ban did not mention the
decision by his outgo-
ing special adviser on
Yemen, Jamal Benomar,
to resign his post in frus-
tration at the failure of
the U.N.-brokered peace

talks. Ban has chosen
Mauritanian  diplomat
Ismail Ould Cheikh
Ahmed to  replace
Benomar, diplomatic
sources said.

Benomar, a veteran Mo-

roccan diplomat, had
irked Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf nations with
his handling of so-far
unsuccessful peace talks
between the Houthis
and the Western- and

Gulf Arab-backed Yem-
eni government, West-
ern U.N. diplomats said
on condition of ano-
nymity.

In recent weeks, the dip-
lomatic sources said,

the Saudis and other
Gulf governments have
snubbed Benomar be-
cause they felt he had
been too accommodat-
ing toward the Houthis.
(Reuters)

Ukraine Wants Global Court to
Investigate Crimes in Crimea

HAGUE - Ukraine wants
the International Criminal
Court to investigate all al-
leged recent war crimes
in Crimea and eastern
Ukraine, Foreign Minister
Pavlo Klimkin said in an
interview, broadening an
existing probe.

Ukraine has already giv-
en the global court the
authority to investigate
crimes on its territory from
November 21, 2013, to
February 22, 2014, the pe-
riod leading up to the fall
of Ukraine’s former presi-
dent Viktor Yanukovich.
Russia annexed Crimea
soon after, and later in
2014 fighting erupted in
eastern Ukraine between
Kiev's forces and pro-
Russian separatists. Kiev
accuses Russia of sending

arms and troops to aid the
rebels, which Moscow de-
nies.

“We are quite optimis-
tic about more, definitely
more, engagement of the
ICC,” Pavlo Klimkin told
Reuters before meeting
the court’s president and
prosecutor on Friday.

An ICC referral would
cover “everything under
the (ICC) mandate, in-
cluding crimes against hu-
manity”, he said.

Klimkin named the at-
tack on the strategic port
of Mariupol in eastern
Ukraine which killed 30
in January as an exam-
ple of a crime against
humanity.“The  shelling
killed, in seconds, more
than 30 people and heav-
ily wounded 100 people,”

Klimkin said. “If you
deliberately shell and, I
stress, deliberately shell
cities, killing civilians,
it's a completely different
situation (from military
operations) and we have
to engage the ICC.”The
wider probe proposed
by Klimkin would for the
first time consider allega-
tions of direct Russian in-
volvement.

Ukraine is also examining
the possibility of launch-
ing a case against Russia
at another court in The
Hague, the International
Court of Justice, the high-
est U.N. court for territori-
al disputes, Klimkin said.
There was no immediate
reaction from Russian au-
thorities to Klimkin’s com-
ments. (Reuters)

Sanctions Should Remain
on Iran: Netanyahu

JERUSALEM - As the in-
ternational ~community
moves to finalize a nucle-
ar deal with Iran, Israel’s
prime minister says crip-
pling sanctions should be
maintained against the
Islamic Republic until the
country ends its regional
“aggression.”

Benjamin Netanyahu
has harshly criticized the
U.S.-led framework deal
with Iran, which offers re-
lief from sanctions in ex-
change for scaling back its
suspect nuclear program.
Netanyahu said Sunday
that a better deal would
tie the lifting of all sanc-
tions, “to an end of Iran’s
aggression in the region,
its worldwide terrorism
and its threats to annihi-
late Israel.” Iran demands

that all sanctions be lifted

on the day the agreement
goes into effect.

Iran backs regional mili-
tant groups that fight

Israel, including Hamas
and Lebanon’s Hezbol-
lah, as well as forces
fighting in Syria, Iraq and
Yemen. (AP)

Growing China, Russia Military
Activity in Asia-Pacific: US

WASHINGTON - The
commander of US.
forces in the Pacific said
Wednesday that ma-
jor land reclamation by
China at outposts in the
South China Sea could al-
low it to exert more influ-
ence over the contested
area and deploy military
assets such as long-range
radar and advanced mis-
sile systems.Adm. Samu-
el Locklear also told the
House Armed Services
Comumittee that Russia
has escalated military
activity in the Asia-Pacif-
ic in recent months to a
near Cold War-level.

Locklear’s area of com-

mand straddles a vast
area of land and ocean
where the Obama ad-
ministration has tried to
elevate America’s pres-
ence, and where other
major powers jockey for
influence. He was ad-
dressing a hearing on
U.S. military strategy and
posture in the region.In
the past year, China has
conducted massive land
reclamation at previous-
ly submerged reefs in the
South China Sea despite
a U.S. call for a freeze on
such construction to give
time for diplomacy to
work between China and
its neighbors in South-

east Asia.

Locklear said China has
aggressive  reclamation
and construction pro-
jects at eight outposts in
the Paracel and Spratly
island chains, including
what appears to be an air-
field at Fiery Cross Reef,
which is also claimed by
Vietnam, the Philippines
and Taiwan. It's one of
many disputed, tiny land
features in that ocean.
Locklear said the artifi-
cial islands would allow
China to provide bas-
ing and resupply for its
large and growing fleet
of maritime security ves-
sels. (AP)

Australia will Soon Pay Refugees
to Resettle in Cambodia

CANBERRA - Refugees
from Africa, the Mid-
dle East and South Asia
who are being held on
the Pacific atoll of Nauru
after being rejected by
Australia could soon be
paid to resettle in impov-
erished Cambodia in an
arrangement by the Aus-
tralian government that
has been condemned
by human rights activ-
ists as inhumane and
potentially  dangerous.
The deal signed last year

with Cambodia, which
will cost Australia more
than 10 million Austral-
ian dollars ($7.6 million)
ayear, is the latest step in
Australia’s evolving pol-
icy of deterring asylum
seekers from attempt-
ing to reach Australian
shores by boat. The gov-
ernment has vowed that
no boat arrivals will ever
be resettled in Australia.

More than 200 of the
1,200 asylum seekers held
in an Australian-run de-

tention camp on Nauru
have been assessed to be
genuine refugees and are
eligible for resettlement
in Cambodia if they vol-
unteer to go, according
to Australian officials.It
isn’t clear how many of
them — including Irani-
ans, Pakistanis, Afghans,
Somalis, Sudanese and
Uighurs — have agreed
to go to Cambodia, whose
culture and customs are
different from their first
choice, Australia.(AP)

N. Korea Warns U.S. Envoy of ‘Bigger
Mishap’ Than a Knife Attack

SEOUL - A North Ko-
rean propaganda unit
said the U.S. ambas-
sador to South Korea
could face a “bigger
mishap” than the knife
attack to his face last
month if he does not
stop insulting North
Korea with “laugh-
able” accusations.

U.S. envoy Mark Lip-
pert said in a speech
on Wednesday that if

North Korea improves
its human rights record
and takes steps to end
its nuclear programme,
it will be rewarded
with prosperity and
better ties with the out-
side world, including
the United States.

The North’s Commit-
tee for the Peaceful
Reunification of Korea
said Lippert’s remarks
were proof that Wash-

ington was intent on
hostility.

“Lippert needs to drop
the bad habit of rashly
engaging in scheming
chatter distorting the
truth and instigating
war by taking issue
with wus,” the com-
mittee said in a com-
mentary published on
Thursday on the Urim-
inzokkiri propaganda
web site. (Reuters)

Russia Warns US Troops in Ukraine
Could Destabilize Situation

MOSCOW - Russia has
warned that the presence
of foreign military person-
nel could “destabilize” the
situation in Ukraine, after
US. paratroopers arrived
this week to train Ukrain-
ian solders.

A spokesman for Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin,
Dmitry Peskov, told re-
porters Friday that in-
structors from  “third
countries,” besides Russia
or Ukraine, could upset
the situation in Ukraine’s
east, where pro-Russia
rebels are engaged in an
armed rebellion against
Ukrainian forces.

A US. airborne brigade
arrived in Ukraine this
week to conduct a series

of training sessions with
Ukrainian troops.

On Thursday, President
Putin accused the United
States of trying to domi-
nate international rela-
tions, but said Russia is
still “always open to coop-
eration.”

He spoke Thursday in an
annual live question-and-
answer session on Russian
television during which
he took questions from
members of the Russian
public. Referring to the
United States, Putin said
“major superpowers that
claim their uniqueness
and consider themselves
the only center of power
in the world” need “vas-
sals,” not “allies.”

He said that after World
War II Moscow tried
to impose its model of
development on many
Eastern European coun-
tries by force, and “there
was nothing good” in
this. The Americans are
now “acting in a similar
way by trying to impose
their model around the
world,” he said, adding
that they too would fail.
The Russian president
also suggested that the
United States had pres-
sured some European
leaders not to attend
events in Moscow on
May 9 commemorating
the 70th anniversary of
the end of World War II
in Europe. (Agencies)

Saleh Says will not Leave Coun

CAIRO - Former Yemen
president Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh said he would
not leave the country
in a post on his official
Facebook page on Fri-
day, contradicting re-
ports in the Gulf Arab
media that he sought
a safe exit.“I'm not the
type who goes look-
ing for a place to live
in Jeddah, Paris or Eu-
rope. My country is my
birthplace. The person
who can say to Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh “leave your
country’ has not been

and will not be born,”
he wrote.A Saudi-led
alliance has been bomb-
ing Yemen’s Iran-allied
Houthi rebels and army
units loyal to Saleh

|

for three weeks, fuel-
ling speculation that he
might seek a political
settlement that protects
him and his powerful
family. (Reuters)

S.Africa Seeks Diplomatic Support
to Defeat Anti-Immigrant Unrest

PRETORIA - South Africa sought
diplomatic support from countries
across the continent on Friday to
defeat the “demon” of anti-immi-
grant violence in which at least four
people have been killed over the

past fortnight.

Foreign nationals have complained
that the South African police are
failing to protect them, raising the
prospect of a row between Pretoria

abroad.

and its neighbors, as well as stirring
hostility to South Africans working

The unrest, which began in the port
town of Durban, has spread to Jo-
hannesburg where police fired rub-

ber bullets and a stun grenade on

Friday to end a stand-off between
South Africans and an immigrant
vigilante group armed with machet-
es. (Reuters)




