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UN Envoy on Syrla Warns That NeighbourNews
May Talks are Not Negotlatlons omat over Plane

WASHINGTOMN -
new series of talks on
the Syrian war that
begin next month in
Geneva should not be
seen as negotiations to-
ward a peace deal, the
U.N. special envoy on
Syria warned the Secu-
rity Council on Friday,
while an Iranian dip-
lomat indicated that
his country would take
part.

De Mistura intends to
meet separately with a
range of parties to see if
they are ready to move
on to talks toward find-
ing an end to the con-
flict, which is now in its
fifth year. He expects
to report his findings

to the UN. chief by the III," de Mistura later

end of June.
“This is not a Geneva

told reporters,

refer-

ring to previcius nego-

tiations on Syria that
failed over disagree-
ment on whether Presi-

dent Bashar Assad must
go. He said he had been
instructed by U.N. chief

Ban Ki-moon to redou-
ble efforts to find a po-
litical solution and seek
out “even the remotest
possibility” that posi-
tions had changed.

A spokesman for de
Mistura said Iran, a key
Syria ally, had been in-
vited. De Mistura called
Iran a “major player” in
the region.

A diplomat with Iran’s
mission to the U.M. said
his country would be
happy to participate as
long as there are no pre-
conditions to the talks.
He spoke on condition
of anonymity because
he was not authorized
to speak publicly..
(More on P4)...(24)

Nepal Quake: Hundreds

Dead, History

Crumbles,

Everest Shaken

EKATHMANDU, Nepal
- A powerful earthquake
struck Nepal Saturday,
killing at least 906 peo-
ple across a swath of four
countries as the violently
shaking earth collapsed
houses, leveled centuries-
old temples and triggered
avalanches on Mt Ever-
est. It was the worst trem-
or to hit the poor South
Asian nation in over 80
years At least 876 people
were confirmed dead in
Nepal, according to the
police. Another 20 were
killed in India, six in Tibet
and two in Bangladesh
Two Chinese citizens
died at the Nepal-China
border. The death toll is
almost certain to rise, said

deputy Inspector General

of Police Komal Singh
Bam.

It was a few minutes
before noon when the
quake, with a prelimi-
nary magnitude of 7.8, be-
gan to rumble across the
densely populated Kath-

Former Yemeni President
Calls for Political Dialogue
to End War

DOHA - Former presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh
called on Friday on all
Yemenis to return fo po-
litical dialogue to find a
way to end the country’s

mandu Valley, rippling spiraling  conflict Saleh
through the capital Kath- also called for talks be-
mandu and spreading tween Yemenis and Saudi
toward the Himalayas nearly month-long bomb-

and Tibet, south to the
Indo-Gangetic plains, east
toward the Brahmaputra
delta of Bangladesh and
west toward the historical
city of Lahore in Pakistan.
A magnitude-6.6 after-
shock hit about an hour
later, and smaller after-
shocks continued to jolt
the region for hours. (AP)

Car Bombs Driven by
Foreigners Hit Iraq-Jordan
Border Post

BAGHDAD - Three sui-
cide car bombs driven
the remote desert border
crossing between Iraq
and Jordan Saturday kill-
ing at least four Iraqgi sol-
diers, said Iraqi officials.
The statement, which was
translated by the US-
based SITE Intelligence
Group, said the men tar-
geted the dining facility,
an army patrol and the
border crossing itself. Pic-

mi, the head of the border
post’s protection force.
Twelve Iraqis were taken
acrozs the border and

ing campaign against the
Shi'ite Muslim Houthi
militia, to be held under
United Nations auspices
in Geneva.

Saudi-led coaliion war-
planes continue to target
the positions of the Hou-
this and Saleh loyalists

despite announcing an
end to the campaign it be-
gan a month ago with the
goal of helping restore
President Abd-Rabbu
Mansour Hadi.

“I call on all conflicting
parties in all provinces
to stop fighting and re-
turn to dialogue in all
provinces,” Saleh, who
was forced from power
by months of mass pro-
tests in 2011, said in an
emailed statement.

He also urged the Hou-
this to accept an April
13 UN. Security Coun-
cil resolution calling
on them to drop their

weapons and quit cities
they have seized, after
Saudi-led forces stop
their intervention in
Yemen Saudi Arabia, the
world's top oil exporter
and arch regional adver-
sary of Iran, is concerned
about possible security
threats posed by the
Houthis" advance across
Yemen since last Sep-
tember Sporadic clashes
were reported in Aden
on Saturday, after a
night of heavy air strikes
by Saudi-led forces on
Houthi targets in the
Lahj provincial capital,
al-Houta. (Reuters)

Clashes Rage in Yemen as Calls
for Peace Talks Grow

TAEZ, Yemen - Fierce
fighting raged Saturday
in south Yemen between
Iran-backed rebels and
loyalists of exiled Presi-
dent Abedrabbo Mansour

treated for their wounds, Hadi, as presstre mounted

who spoke on condition hold political talks Clashes

of anonymity because he left at least 38 people dead

is not authorized to speak unSam.tdirymtmmmﬁle
attack came as there

: country, strategically lo-

was fierce fighting on cated next to oil-rich Saudi

vairmermrﬂlnflhel’s—

routes Former strongman
Ali Abdullah Saleh, who

tures of the alleged French  after an ambush Friday still holds sway over army
and Belgian bombers sug- killed an Iraqi general units allied with the Shiite
gest they were of Mid- and staff officers Mili- rebels, late on Friday urged
dle Eastern origin. Sabah tants launched a complex the Huthis to heed TUN de-
Karhout, head of the lo- attack on Friday involv- mands to withdraw from
cal council of the Trebill ing a bulldozer packed territory they have seized.
crossing area, said three with explosives against a US Secretary of State John
soldiers were killed along convoy as it approached Kerry also called on the an-

with Capt. Salah al-Dulai-

an army camp. (AF)

ti forces to en-

“We need the Huthi and
we need those that can in-
fluence them to make sure

that they are prepared to

try to move... to the nego-

tiating table.
“UN Secretary General
Ban Eimoon has an-

nounced plans to appoint
Mauritanian diplomat Is-
mail Cald Cheikh Ahmed
as his new envoy to Yemen
after the previous point-
man lost the confidence of
Gulf countries (AFF)
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Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
Ministry of Economy
Afghanistan Reconstruction & Development Services

INVITATION FOR BIDs (IFB)
ACAA/1986/ICB
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ARDS on Behalf of Afghan Civil Aviation Authority

Aviation S»:n:untj,-r and Sc:reemng Services for Hamid Karzai Kabul,
Kandahar, Herat and Mazar-e-Shanf Airports

Ref No

ACAA/986/TCB

Bid Security

All Bids must be accompanied by a bid security of US$ 250,000 or an
equivalent amount in a freely convertible currency in the prescribed
form provided in “Section 3 bidding Forms® of the respective Bid
Documents.

2nd June, 2015 at 2:00PM (Kabul Local Time).

Afghanistan Reconstruction & Development Services (ARDS)

Submission 4th Floors, Mimistry of Economy Building
Malik Asghar Scuare, Kabul - Afghanistan.
Telephone: +93 (0) 752055747
Website A complete set of bidding documents in English may be obtained by interested

bidders, free of cost, by downloading from the ABRDS website
www.ards.org.af or may obtain in CD from the ARDS Office (Address given

above). In case of any difficulty in downloading from website, interested

bidders may contact at e-mail address: ards procurement/@ards org af &
wafiullah ebadi@ards org af with a to ards orz af

|| US Aircraft Carrier Heading
away from Yemen: Officials

WASHINGTON - A US aircraft carrier and a guided-mis-
sile cruiser are leaving the waters off Yemen and heading
back to the Gulf after an Iranian naval convoy also turned
back from the area, officials said Friday.

The carrier and the cruiser, the US5 Theodore Foosevelt
and the USS Normandy, had deployed to the region this
week amid signs of a possible showdown with the Irani-
an flotilla. Washington suspected the convoy of carrying
weapons destined for Shiite Huthi rebels in Yemen.

The Foosevelt and the Normandy are expected to re-enter
the Gulf “very soon,” a defense official told AFF.

Seven other American combat ships would remain in the
Gulf of Aden and waters in the vicinity of Yemen, offi-
cials said.The Iranian convoy, including cargo ships and
two armed vessels, earlier turned back from Yemen and
headed north off the coast of Oman, officials said, possibly
to return to Iran. (AFP)

US Seeks Access to Philippine

Bases as Part of Asia Pivot

MANILA - The United States has asked for access to Phil-
ippine military bases in eight locations to rotate troops,
aircraft, and ships as Washington shifts its forces to Asia
and as China expands its military presence in the South
China Sea The Asia “pivot” has already seen U.5. Marines
rotating through the Australian tropical city of Darwin, the
country’s closest city to Asia, for training At least eight lo-
cations in the Philippines have been identified as possible
sites where U5, troops, planes and ships will be rotated
through a series of military training and exercises, Philip-
pine General Gregorio Catapang, military chief, told local
television network ABS-CBMN_But, the Americans will have
to wait until after the Philippine’s Supreme Court makes
its rulings on the...(More on P4).(25)




