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Japan PM to Make Historic
Address to Congress, Talk Trade

WASHINGTON - Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe will
seek support for a trans-
Pacific trade pact that has
divided U.S. lawmakers as
he makes the first address
by a Japanese leader to a
joint meeting of Congress.
Abe will be promoting
his staunch support of an
even-tighter relationship
between former wartime
adversaries in both trade
and defense as the al-
lies contend with a rising
China, and can expect a
warm reception Wednes-
day morning.But the Japa-
nese leader, who has faced
opposition at home to the
12-nation  Trans-Pacific
Partnership, lands in the
midst of a bruising battle

in Washington over leg-
islation that would give
President Barack Obama
the authority to negotiate

a deal that is a cornerstone
of his second-term agen-
da. In a reversal of poli-
tics-as-usual, it's Obama’s

own Democratic base
that opposes him, and
Republicans who support
the deal. After an Oval Of-

fice meeting with Abe on
Tuesday, where the two
leaders declared progress
in bilateral trade talks that

are critical for completing
a wider TPP agreement
among nations account-
ing for 40 percent of global
GDP, Obama conceded
to reporters: “It's never
fun passing a trade bill
in this town.”Abe, who
called for an “early con-
clusion” of TPP, may play
a small part in trying to
tip the balance in what is
viewed as a strategic push
to shape the economic fu-
ture of Asia-Pacific. His
ambassador to Washing-
ton, Kenichiro Sasae, told
reporters last week that he
expected Abe “would ap-
peal to Congress that we
need to work together to
make this TPP a success.”
(AP)

King’s Powerful Son: Saudi
Arabia’s Future Crown Prince

RIYADH - Saudi King
Salman’s youthful son
Prince Mohammed, ap-
pointed Wednesday as
second in line to the
throne, wields enor-
mous power and is
leading a war against
rebels in neighbouring
Yemen.

Defence Minister Prince
Mohammed bin Sal-
man, in his 30s, was
named deputy crown
prince thanks to his
“massive  capabilities
which became evident
to everyone through

Dutch
Peacekeeper

Not Prosecuted

ARNHEM, Netherlands
- A Dutch high court has
ruled that a retired gen-
eral who commanded
Dutch peacekeepers in
the Bosnian enclave of
Srebrenica when Bosnian
Serb fighters overran
the town and massacred
some 8,000 Muslim men
should not be prosecuted
for involvement in the
slayings.

The military chamber of
the Arnhem court ruled
on Wednesday that Gen.
Thom Karremans could
not be held criminally li-
able on grounds of com-
mand responsibility.
Relatives of three victims
of the worst massacre in
Europe since World War
II wanted Karremans and
two other members of
the Dutch peacekeeping
force to face charges, ar-
guing their family mem-
bers were turned over to
the Serbs on July 13, 1995
when they should have
been offered protection.
Court spokesman Mark
Boekhorst Carrillo said
the ruling specifically
had to assess the actions
of the three on the day
the victims left the com-
pound and not assess the
whole Dutchbat (Dutch
battalion) peacekeeping
mission.“The court has
said that it is very unlike-
ly that the Dutch judges
would convict these sol-
diers and then the pros-
ecution doesn’t have to
prosecute,” said Boek-
horst Carrillo.

At the time, Bosnian
Serb forces separated the
Muslim men and boys in
Srebrenica from women
and the elderly and then
transported them to re-
mote sites in the hills
surrounding the town
and summarily executed
them before plowing their
bodies into mass graves.
The Dutch government
already accepted “po-
litical responsibility” for
the mission’s failure and
contributes aid to Bosnia,
much of which is ear-
marked for rebuilding in
Srebrenica. (AP)

all the missions he had
been assigned with,”
said a statement by his
father, King Salman, 79.
Just weeks after taking
charge of the kingdom’s
armed forces Prince
Mohammed assumed
huge responsibility
when a Saudi-led coali-
tion on March 26 began
an air war against Iran-
backed rebels in Yemen.
His nomination on
Wednesday gained
“support from the vast
majority of members
of the Council of Alle-

giance,” a committee of
35 descendants of the
kingdom’s founder Ab-
dul Aziz bin Saud.

The council was formed
in 2006 to decide on
succession.

Prince Mohammed also
retains his position as
head of the econom-
ic and development
council, a coordinating
body, and was named
as second deputy prime
minister.

But he will no longer
hold the crucial posi-
tion of head of the royal

court, a type of gate-
keeper to the king.

“He is the strong man
in Saudi Arabia,” a
Western diplomatic
source said before the
reshuffle. “He oversees
everything important
which is going on in
this country.

"The exact age of Mo-
hammed, who sports a
full dark beard, is un-
certain. Analysts and
local media have re-
ported various ages but
none higher than 35.
(AFP)

Syrian Rebels Battle Islamic
Militants near Golan Height

BEIRUT - Mainstream
Syrian rebels are bat-
tling  Islamists  sus-
pected of links to the
Islamic State group in
a southern province
near the Israeli-held
Golan Heights, with at
least 29 people killed
in days of clashes, a
spokesman and activists
said ~ Wednesday.The
IS group is not known
to have a significant
presence in southern
Syria.However, Isam al-
Rayess, spokesman for
the Free Syrian Army’s
Southern Front, said a
group known as Jihad

Units ambushed some
of his fighters in the
Quneitra province who
were on their way to
join an offensive against
forces loyal to President
Bashar Assad.He said
the Southern Front, a
rebel coalition, has long
suspected the Jihad
Units of being loyal to
the Islamic State group.
After the ambush, the
Islamic militants raised
black flags similar to
those carried by the IS
group.Six of the South-
ern Front fighters were
killed in the ambush, al-
Rayess said. Soon after,

another ambush result-
ed in the kidnapping of
two fighters, he said.
The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights said 29 people,
including at least nine
from the Jihad Units
and two Saudi nation-
als, have been killed in
the fighting since Mon-
day.The rebels have
vowed to clear the Jihad
Units from the province,
and al-Rayess said his
men are currently be-
sieging about 200 Jihad
Units fighters in a vil-
lage south of Quneitra...
(More on P4)...(16)

Nepal Quake Toll Tops 5,000 as Aid
Reaches Area near Epicenter

GUMDA - Hands pressed
together in supplication,
the Nepalese women
pleaded for food, shel-
ter and anything else the
helicopter might have
brought on an in-and-out
run Wednesday to this
smashed mountain vil-
lage near the epicenter
of last weekend’s mam-
moth earthquake that
killed more than 5,000
people.Unlike in Ne-
pal’s capital, where most
buildings were spared
complete collapse, the
tiny hamlets clinging to
the remote mountain-
sides of Gorkha District
have been ravaged. Entire
clusters of homes were
reduced to piles of stone
and splintered wood. Or-
ange plastic tarps used for

shelter now dot the cliff
sides and terraced rice
paddies carved into the
land.”We are hungry,”
cried a woman who gave
her name only as Deu-
maya, gesturing toward
her stomach and opening
her mouth to emphasize
her desperation. Another
woman, Ramayana, her

eyes hollow and haunted,
repeated the plea: “Hun-
gry! We are hungry!”But
food is not the only neces-
sity in short supply out
here beyond the reaches
of paved roads, electric-
ity poles and other ben-
efits of the modern world.
These days, even water...
(More on P4)...(17)

Forest Fire near Ukraine’s Chernobyl Nuclear
Zone under Control: Prime Minister

KIEV - Ukrainian fire
fighters have contained
a large forest fire that
threatened to spread
toward the abandoned
Chernobyl nuclear
power plant and radia-
tion levels in the area
are normal, Prime Min-
ister Arseny Yatseniuk
said on Wednesday.

The blaze in woodlands,
parts of which are still

contaminated by radio-
active particles from
the 1986 Chernobyl dis-
aster, had raised fears
of increased radiation
as high winds pushed it
toward the plant about
20 km (12 miles) away.
Yatseniuk, speaking
at a government meet-
ing, said: “As of 1245
(05:45 EDT) the fires
has been localized and

contained. The radia-
tion levels are normal.”
Emergency services
deployed more than
300 firefighters, three
planes and one heli-
copter to tackle the
fire which Yatseniuk
said was the largest in
Ukraine since 1992.

An explosion followed
by a fire at Chernob-
yl’s...(More on P4)...(18)




