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Kiev behind Deteriorating

Sltuatlon in East Ukraine

MOSCOW - Moscow
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artillery attacks since

urged Kiev to end its
“irresponsible actions”
in east Ukraine, a day
after the Ukrainian
military reported the
heaviest shelling by
Russian-backed rebels
since a truce was agreed
in February.

The Russian Foreign
Ministry said in a state-
ment on Tuesday the
situation on the front
line had deteriorated in
recent days.

“Unfortunately, Kiev’s
bellicose rhetoric has
sharply increased,” the

ministry said.

“We call on the Ukrain-
ian side to show re-
straint and not violate

the implementation of
the Minsk agreements
on security with irre-
sponsible actions,” the
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statement said, refer-
ring to the ceasefire
deal agreed in the Bela-
rusian capital in Febru-

ary.

Ukraine on Monday ac-
cused the rebels of car-
rying out the heaviest

the truce was agreed.

Kiev and the West say
Russia is the driving
force behind the rebel-
lion in east Ukraine
and have slapped sanc-
tions on Moscow over
the conflict. Moscow
sides with the rebels
but denies allegations
that it has sent serving
Russian troops to east
Ukraine or provided
the militants with arms.
More than 6,500 people
have been killed since
the conflict erupted in
spring 2014.(Reuters)

Obama to Host Nuclear Summit in
Washington next Year: White House

WASHINGTON - US.
President Barack Obama
will host a fourth Nuclear
Security Summit in Wash-
ington in 2016 to continue
coordinating global ef-
forts to fight nuclear ter-
rorism, the White House
announced Monday. The
summit is scheduled to
be held from March 31
to April 1 at the Walter
E. Washington Conven-
tion Center in Washing-
ton, the White House
said in a statement. “The
Summit will continue

discussion on the evolv-
ing threat and highlight
steps that can be taken
together to minimize the
use of highly-enriched
uranium, secure vulner-
able materials, counter
nuclear smuggling and
deter, detect, and disrupt
attempts at nuclear ter-
rorism,” the statement
said. The US. seeks a
strengthened global nu-
clear security architecture
that is comprehensive,
is based on international
standards, builds confi-

dence in nations” nuclear
security implementation,
and results in declining
global stocks of nuclear
weapons-usable materi-
als, it said. “We cannot
afford to wait for an act of
nuclear terrorism before
working together to col-
lectively raise our stand-
ards for nuclear security,”
it said. In a 2009 speech
delivered in Prague of
Czech Republic, Obama,
describing nuclear terror-
ism as “the most imme-
diate and extreme threat

to global security,” an-
nounced an international
effort to secure vulnerable
nuclear materials, break
up black markets, and de-
tect and intercept illicitly
trafficked nuclear materi-
als. The first Nuclear Se-
curity Summit was held
in Washington in 2010 to
draw global attention to
the need to secure nuclear
materials and prevent
terrorists from obtaining
them. It was followed by
additional Summits in
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‘Early Details’ of Plan to Fight
IS Start to Emerge: Russia

MOSCOW - Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said on Tues-
day “early details” of
how to coordinate in-
ternational efforts to
fight Islamic States (IS)
have started to emerge.
Lavrov was speaking
at a joint news confer-

ence with Saudi For-
eign Minister Adel
al-Jubeir. He said Mos-
cow and Riyadh agreed
that international play-
ers should join ranks
to counter the Sunni
jihadists who control
swathes of Syria and
Iraq.(Reuters)

Iraqi Parliament Approves
Sweeping Reform Plans

BAGHDAD - The Iraqi
parliament on Tuesday ap-
proved a package of cru-
cial reform plan presented
by Prime Minister Haider
al-Abadi, as well as an ad-
ditional plan suggested by
the parliament, which both
came in response to recent
demonstrations  against
corruption and poor ser-
vices. The session opened
with the presence of 297
out of 328 members of par-
liament who unanimously
voted in the first pack-
age of reforms submitted
by the head of Council of
Ministers Haider al-Abadi
during its extraordinary
session on Sunday. The
parliament’s approval
came after Abadi called
for seven-point reform

plan, including canceling
the three vice presidential
posts and the three deputy
prime minister posts.

Afterwards, the parliament
Speaker Salim al-Jubouri
read an additional package
of 25-point plan suggested
by the parliament blocs,
and the lawmakers again
unanimously approved it.
On Sunday, Abadi de-
clared his plan that also
included reduction of
ministries and agencies in
order to increase efficiency
in the performance of the
government and reduce
expenditures. His plan
called for immediate and
comprehensive reduction
of the numbers of guards
for all top and senior of-
ficials, including the three

presidents (state presi-
dent, ministerial president
and parliament speaker),
ministers, members of

parliament, provincial
governors and provincial
councils’ members, in ad-
dition to other senior offi-
cials. Abadi’s measures in-
cluded reduction of extra
expenditures for the three
presidencies and other

government institutions in
accordance with instruc-
tion to be issued later by
Abadi. It also included that
a number of sensitive gov-
ernment posts to be filled
by political and sectar-
ian independents, and that
the appointments of such
posts would be in light of
competence and integrity
standards.(Xinhua)

Greece, Lenders Clinch Bailout
Deal after Marathon Talks

ATHENS - Greece and
its international lenders
reached a multi-billion
euro bailout agreement
on Tuesday after talking
through the night, officials
said, potentially saving the
country from financial ruin.
The agreement, reached
after a 23-hour session of
talks, must still be adopted
by Greece’s parliament and
euro zone countries. The
single currency bloc’s fi-
nance ministers are due to
meet on Friday, giving time
to finalize the deal before a
major debt repayment next
week. The negotiations ap-
peared to have resolved
all the main outstanding
issues, after Greece's left-
ist government effectively
capitulated last month to
creditors’ demands  for

deep austerity measures in
order to receive loans.
“Finally, we have white
smoke,” a Greek Finance
Ministry official said after
exhausted Greek officials
emerged in a central Ath-
ens hotel to announce the
two sides had agreed on
terms. “An agreement has
been reached.”

Finance Minister Euclid
Tsakalotos confirmed only
“two or three small is-
sues” were pending. Greek
shares rose, with the bank-
ing index surging 6 percent,
while two-year bond yields
fell more than 4 percentage
points.

“The institutions and the
Greek authorities achieved
an agreement in principle
on a technical basis. Now
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Argentina’s Presidential
Hopeful Highlights Ties
with China

BUENOS AIRES - Argen-
tina’s presidential front-
runner and his running
mate highlighted ties with
China on Monday. Presi-
dential candidate Daniel
Scioli and his vice presi-
dential hopeful, Carlos
Zannini, both members of
Argentina’s ruling Front
for Victory party, emerged
as the favorites in Sun-
day’s primary elections.
At a press conference fol-
lowing the early results of
the poll, Zannini said “the
Latin American agenda
has gained value, and we
are going to build on top
of the good that has been
done. We have ties with
every country in the world,
including very strong trade

ties with China.” “We will
go in search of investment
to generate markets for
our exports. We will seek
to have global companies
be interested in our indus-
tries,” Scioli added. Scioli,
current governor of Bue-
nos Aires province, gar-
nered 3841 percent of the
vote, compared with 30.1
percent for his chief rival
Mauricio Macri. Zannini is
the legal and technical sec-
retary for Argentine Presi-
dent Cristina Fernandez.
Under Fernandez, Buenos
Aires and Beijing have
upgraded bilateral ties to
a comprehensive strategic
partnership. China is now
Argentina’s second largest
trading partner. (Xinhua)

Britain to Expand Training
Program for Ukrainian
Troops:Defence Chief

KIEV - Visiting British De-
fense Secretary Michael
Fallon said Tuesday that
his country is committed
to expanding its current
training program for the
Ukrainian armed forces.
“We have already trained
1,000 Ukrainian service-
men so far and I have set a
task to train a total of 2,000
members of the Ukrainian
army by the end of the fi-
nancial year in Great Brit-
ain, which ends on March
31, 2016,” Fallon told re-
porters while visiting a
Ukrainian army training
facility in the northern
Zhitomir region. The ex-
panded training program
will focus on infantry ex-
ercises, lessons in first aid,

dealing with landmines,
creating fortifications and
conducting operations in
urban areas, Fallon said.
Since March, a total of 75
British instructors have
been providing security as-
sistance to Ukrainian ser-
vicemen, who fight against
pro-independence  rebels
in the eastern regions in
a conflict that has killed
over 6,800 people since
April 2014. The insurgents’
leadership has strongly
objected the presence of
foreign military personnel
in Ukraine, claiming it un-
dermines a peace process
in the country. Fallon ar-
rived in Ukraine earlier in
the day for a one-day visit.

(Xinhua)




