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Turkey Set to go for Early Elections ¢

International

in Autumn Amld Violence

ANKARA - Turkey’s elec-
tion board has proposed
November 1 as the tenta-
tive date for snap elections
on Thursday as talks for a
possible coalition govern-
ment formally collapsed
earlier this week. The
Supreme Election Board
(YSK) submitted the offer
to the representatives of all
four major political parties
in the Parliament, signal-
ing that it may finalize the
work within two months.

AkifHamzacebi, the law-
maker from the main op-
position Republican Peo-
ples’ Party (CHP) said
whatever the date is, the
CHP is ready for snap
polls. Speaking to reporters

on Wednesday, the interim
Prime Minister AhmetDa-
vutoglu floated the pos-
sible dates for election as

October 25, November 1
and November 8.

The exact date will be de-
termined by the YSK after

negotiations with the po-
litical parties.

The snap polls came to
Turkey’s agenda after Da-

vutoglu who is also the
chairman of the Justice and
Development Party (AKP)
failed to form a partner-

ship with an opposition
parties to lead the next
government.

The AKP lost its parlia-
mentary majority in June
parliamentary  elections
for the first time in 13
years and no other politi-
cal party secured enough
seats to form a single-party
government. The 45-day
deadline on the formation
of a new government is set
to expire on August 23 and
the hope for establishing a
coalition government has
already faded away.
Turkish president Re-
cepTayyipErdogan  sig-
naled that he will not ex-
tend the deadline.
(Xinhua)

Ukraine, NATO to Hold Joint
Military Exercise “Sea Breeze—2015”

KIEV - Ukraine-NATO
joint military exercises
“Sea Breeze-2015" will
kick off on Aug. 31 in
southern Ukraine, the
country’s Defense Min-
istry said Thursday.
“The aim of the exercis-
es is to practice a multi-
national security opera-
tion in crisis region,” the
press service of the min-
istry said in statement.
The land, naval and air
drills, which will last un-
til Sept. 12, are also de-
signed to improve inter-
operability between the
Ukrainian Naval Forces
and the Naval Forces of
North Atlantic Treaty
Organization ~member

and partner countries,
the statement said. The
exercises, which will be
held under the NATO’s
Partnership for Peace
program, will involve
around 2,500 military

personnel, including
about 1,000 troops from
Ukraine. A total of 14
ships, eight planes and
helicopters and about 90
vehicles are expected to
participate in the drills.

The “Sea Breeze” mili-
tary exercises have been
conducted annually

in Ukraine since 1997,
except for the years of
2006, 2007 and 2009.
(Xinhua)

S. Korea, U.S. up Joint Alert Level

Amid DPRK Forward Deployment

SEOUL - South Korea
and the United States
raised their joint alert
level toward the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic
of Korea (DPRK) after
the exchange of fires be-
tween the two Koreas in
border areas, local media
reported Friday citing the
South Korean military.

The WATCHCON,
or Watch Condition
to measure reconnais-
sance posture against the

DPRK, was upgraded af-
ter South Korea and the
DPRK traded fires across
border Thursday over the
propaganda broadcasts.

The five-tier alert level is
usually set at four, and
is up when tensions rise
on the Korean Peninsula.
Under the alert level up-
grade, more reconnais-
sance military assets are
mobilized to close moni-
tor the move of DPRK
forces. Seoul and Wash-

ington kicked off their
joint annual war game,
called Ulchi Freedom
Guardian (UFG), on
Monday, and the com-
puter- assisted simula-
tion exercise would last
until next Friday. Mean-
while, the DPRK has for-
ward-deployed more fire
units to the frontline ar-
eas already packed with
major DPRK artilleries
such as 240-mm multi-
ple rocket launchers and

170-mm  self-propelled
howitzers. The forward
deployment came after
the two Koreas traded
fires Thursday over the
resumption of the propa-
ganda broadcasts. South
Korea resumed blaring
the propaganda mes-
sage with loudspeakers
from Aug. 10, which the
DPRK called a declara-
tion of war. The resump-
tion came as two South
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EU Says “Not Concerned”
about Bailout Implementation
after Tsipras’ Re51gnat10n

BRUSSELS - The European
Union (EU) said Friday
that it was not concerned
about the implementation
of Greece’s third bailout
program, a day after Greek
Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras announced his res-
ignation and called a snap
election. “The commission
respects the decision of
Prime Minister Tsipras to
go to the polls swiftly. For
us, it was not a surprise,”

N. Korea’s Kim Jong-Un puts
Frontline Troops on War Footing

SEOUL - North Korean
leader Kim Jong-Un or-
dered his frontline troops
onto a war footing from
Friday, as military tensions
with South Korea soared
following a rare exchange
of artillery shells across
their heavily fortified bor-
der. South Korean forces
are already on maximum
alert after the North's mili-
tary issued an ultimatum
on Thursday for Seoul to
switch off loudspeakers
blasting propaganda over
the border within 48 hours
or face concerted military
action. An  emergency
meeting late Thursday
of the North's powerful

Central Military Commis-
sion (CMC) - chaired by
Kim Jong-Un -- endorsed
the ultimatum and rati-
fied plans for “a retaliatory
strike and counterattack
on the whole length of the
front”. According to the of-
ficial KCNA news agency,
Kim ordered frontline,

combined units of the Ko-
rean People’s Army (KPA)
to “enter a wartime state”
from Friday 5:00 pm (0830
GMTI). The troops should
be “fully battle ready to
launch surprise operations”
while the entire frontline
should be placed in a “semi-
«..(More on P4)...(26)

said Annika Breidthardt,
coordinating  spokesper-
son for Economic and Fi-
nancial Affairs of the Euro-
pean Commission, or the
executive body of the EU.

Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker has
had “repeated phone calls”
with Tsipras and Greek
President ProkopisPavlo-
poulos and, as such, “we
expected it,” Breidthardt
told a press briefing. As

the Greek parliament has
overwhelmingly  voted
in favor of a third bailout
package for Greece, the
spokesperson said reforms

have been dec1ded and can
be implemented immedi-
ately. “The Commission
considers it important that
«..(More on P4)...(25)

Russia Says to Build Cross-Border
Aerial Ropeway with China

MOSCOW - Russia and
China will build an
750-meter-long aerial
ropeway across a border
river to promote tour-
ism and facilitate border
crossing by individuals
between the two coun-
tries, the Russian govern-
ment press service said
Friday.

Russian Prime Minister
Dmitry Medvedev has
signed an order author-
izing relevant govern-
ment departments to
clinch with the Chinese
side an intergovernmen-
tal agreement on the
construction,  operation
and maintenance of the

750-meter-long ropeway
across the Amur River
in Russia’s Far East(the
Heilongjiang River in
northeast China) on the
common border, the gov-
ernment press service
said.

The project is to be started
this year, while the com-
missioning of the rope-
way is expected by the
first quarter of 2018.

The construction of the
ropeway is expected to
enchance the attractive-
ness of the Amur region
as a tourist destination,
attract investment for im-
provement of tourism in-
frastructure and promote

socio-economic develop-
ment in the region.
Besides, a 2,215-meter-
long railway bridge,
which also crosses the
river, is slated for comple-
tion by the end of 2016.
The bridge will link
Tongjiang city in Hei-
longjiang Province with
Nizhneleninskoye in Rus-
sia’s Jewish Autonomous
Oblast.

With a designed annual
shipment volume of 21
million metric tons, the
bridge will contribute
to the development of
cross-border trade, trans-
portation and tourism.
(Xinhua)
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