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(1) Sharif, Ghani...
“Afghanistan is the heart of Asia and
if there is trouble in the heart, the entire region will be turbulent.”
He said peace was vital for development and extended full support for
the elected government of Afghanistan, saying it was the “only representative of the Afghan people”.
Sharif also called for collective approach to combat the menace of extremism and terrorism.
“Working for the achievement of a
peaceful neighbourhood is a cardinal principal of Pakistan’s foreign
policy. We firmly believe that peace
is vital for development, and development is vital for durable peace” he
said.
The Pakistan Prime Minister welcomed the delegates and promised
full support to all efforts for increasing peace in the region with the emphasis on stabilising Afghanistan.
Ghani spoke at length about prospects and challenges Afghanistan
faced. He said Afghanistan has come
a long way in building close ties with
his all its neighbours.
He highlighted that security was a
threat but promised that “2016 will
be better”.
Ghani told the conference “enemies”
had unsuccessfully tried to divide
Afghanistan but they had been
failed. He blamed “regional and international terror groups” for the
violence in his country.
“In the past, there has been the
temptation to use non-state actors
as instruments of foreign policy,” he
added, in a clear reference to Afghan
assertions that Pakistan supports the
Taliban to maintain influence in Afghanistan.
Pakistan denies that.
“I have had to become a war president, because an all-out war has been
imposed on us,” Ghani said.
“Unfortunately, recent events in Pakistan have forced us to host 350,000
to 500,000 refugees from Pakistan ...
the refugee issue is a common issue,
like all issues,” Ghani said.
The theme of the conference, Sharif
said, “reflects our desire for promoting regional development, increasing economic linkages, improving
quality of life for our peoples and
meeting security challenges.”
In his address, Sharif said, “the democratically elected government in Afghanistan is the legitimate authority
in the country.”
“The enemies of Afghanistan are the
enemies of Pakistan and the (Pakistan) government will continue to
support an Afghan-led and Afghanowned peace process that remains
the most viable option to promote
stability and end violence,” he said.
“For us, Afghanistan is more than a
neighbour. Our cordial ties are rooted in shared history, common religion, cultural and linguistic affinities
and people to people relations since
time immemorial. Due to these close
bonds, Pakistan has always stood by
Afghanistan,” he said. (Monitoring
Desk)

(2) Need to...

part India was ready to work with
Afghan government to strengthen
its defence capability.
She also said that terrorists have
made concerted efforts to capture
and hold territory, reminding that
they have not changed.
“It is also the collective duty of all
of us to ensure that the forces of terrorism and extremism do not find
sanctuaries and safe havens in any
name, form or manifestation. We, in
Afghanistan’s proximity, have a particular responsibility in this regard,”
Ms. Swaraj said.
Complimenting Afghan security
forces and people of the country for
countering forces of terrorism, she
said India was ready to work with
Afghanistan to strengthen its “defensive capability.”
“In the last few months, terrorism
in Afghanistan has grown in both
intensity and scope. Terrorists have
made concerted efforts to capture
and hold territory, reminding us that
they have not changed,” Swaraj said.
She said Afghanistan needs support
of the international community to
defend its unity and security.
“We salute the Afghan National Security Forces and the Afghan people
for countering the forces of terrorism
and extremism with courage and
resilience. They need the continued
support of the international community to defend Afghanistan’s unity
and security. For its part, India is
ready to work with Afghanistan to
strengthen its defensive capability,”
she said.
“An end to terrorism and extremism,
and adherence to internationally accepted redlines are essential for reconciliation and lasting peace in Afghanistan,” she added. (PTI)

(3) Afghanistan,...

Conferences on Afghanistan and the

latest regional security and economic
developments. The US and Afghanistan welcomed the decision taken
by the European Union to host the
Brussels Conference on Afghanistan
on October 4-5, 2016. The three sides
agreed to work together to support
preparations for the Brussels Conference, and ensure that the efforts of
the Afghan government and the donor community are closely aligned
in the spirit of mutual accountability.
They agreed that the Brussels and
Warsaw conferences were important
opportunities to support the Afghan
government as it advances its reform
and governance agenda. Progress on
these Afghan reform commitments
is crucial to enabling the donor community to extend extraordinary
commitments of security and development assistance to Afghanistan
at the Warsaw and Brussels conferences, respectively. (PR)

(4) Iran, Afghanistan...

grounds should be prepared for
comprehensive cooperation between
the two countries.
They underlined expansion of bilateral ties and discussed the most important regional issues.
Zarif is in Islamabad to attend the
two-day conference titled ‘Heart of
Asia- Istanbul Process’, that opened
on December 9 at ministerial level
with participation of more than 40
member countries as well as 10 international and regional bodies with
an aim of strengthening regional cooperation to resolve issues and improve Afghanistan’s security. (Monitoring Desk)

(5) Collective Approach...

has been instrumental in moving
the process forward. Pakistan looks
forward to continued engagement in
achieving positive results in the reconciliation process.”
The Prime Minister said the Government and the people of Pakistan
have demonstrated an unflinching
resolve to uproot the menace of terrorism and violent extremism from
their soil.
“The consensus-based military operation ‘Zarb-e-Azb’ and the National
Action Plan have been remarkably
successful in our campaign against
terrorism and extremism (and) are
delivering desired results.”
Sharif also said that Pakistan will always stand by Afghanistan, and the
international community respects
the sovereignty and integrity of the
country. (Monitoring Desk)

(6) China, Pakistan, ...

and its people, and contribute to the
peace and stability in the region.
The three called on the international
community to earnestly fulfill its aid
promises to Afghanistan.
They said pushing forward the reconciliation process in Afghanistan is
an important condition for Afghanistan, Pakistan and the other countries in the region to realize the longterm of order and stability.
Reaching the consensus that terrorism has posed a threat to regional
and international peace and security,
they pledged to take an active role in
international cooperation on combating terrorism in accordance with
international laws so as to meet the
security challenge together. (Xinhua)

(7) Pakistan, Afghanistan, ...

Deputy Secretary of State Tony
Blinken led the US delegation at the
meeting, the Daily Pakistan Urdu
newspaper reported.
The trilateral meeting was being held
in the aftermath of a brief dialogue
between the leaders of Afghanistan
and Pakistan in which they took up
several issues of mutual interest, including the resumption of talks with
the Afghan Taliban.
Ghani had, however, maintained
that Kabul will not compromise its
sovereignty and independence at
any cost. (Monitoring Desk)

(8) Khanshin District...

district to the Taliban.
But the head of Helmand provincial
council told TOLOnews that they
have warned both the ministries of
defense and interior on a number of
occasions about the possible collapse
of the district to insurgents. (Tolo
News)

(9) Ghani Meet ...

Ghani and India will be represented
by Vice President Hamid Ansari.
“A Strong Bond of Friendship. EAM
Sushma Swaraj calls on President
Ashraf Ghani for a bilateral on sidelines of HoA,” Indian External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Vikas
Swarup tweeted along with a picture
of the two leaders.
“They reviewed bilateral ties including transit.Discussed terror threat in
Afghanistan and status of peace and
reconciliation process,” he said. (PTI)

(10) Ghani Receives...

conference, which was billed as an
attempt to promote economic and
security cooperation between Afghanistan and its neighbors and was
expected to include representatives
from every other country in South
and Central Asia.
The welcome was a clear measure
that Pakistan badly wants to mend
the relationship.
But in a speech to his hosts shortly
later, he again criticized Pakistan for
failing to deprive the Taliban of safe
havens here.
“We are fighting on behalf of all of
you, but we are the ones who are suffering some of the worst atrocities,”
Mr. Ghani said. (Monitoring Desk)

(11) Afghanistan ...

n on December 8, 2014, the situation
in the country remains “extremely
unstable”.
He attributed it to the fact that apart
from the Taliban, Afghan authorities
are now also grappling with militants from Daesh (ISIS/ISIL).
“’The Afghan game’ continues amid
the emergence of Daesh and an inner
split in the Taliban, which is currently gathering strength in the country,”
Serenko said.
He also referred to the political instability, conflict intensity and everincreasing number of “active armed
actions” in Afghanistan. (sputniknews)

(12) Back important...

even American-born Muslims entry
to the United States were patently
unconstitutional.
“What Donald Trump said yesterday disqualifies him from serving as
president,” said Earnest sharply, describing the 69-year-old’s comments
variously as “offensive” and “toxic.”
The unusually strident language
from the White House podium reflects concern about the impact of
Trump’s comments in the wake of a
mass shooting that killed 14 in California that is being blamed on Islamic extremists.
But it also suggests that the White
House spies a political opportunity
ahead of the 2016 election.
Earnest was quick to pounce on
prominent Republicans who condemned Trump’s remarks - including rival presidential contenders
Marco Rubio, John Kasich, Chris
Christie and Jeb Bush - saying they
would still support him if he were
the party nominee.
The “Grand Old Party” has long
held fast to late president Ronald
Reagan’s so-called 11th commandment: “Thou shalt not speak ill of
any fellow Republican.”
Earnest dared them to break that
rule and challenge Trump, or risk being tarred with the same brush.
“What he said is disqualifying and
any Republican who’s too fearful of
the Republican base to admit it, has
no business serving as president either,” he said.
That poses a dilemma for Republicans who may have little love for
Trump: refuse to withdraw support
and risk being branded a bigot, or
withdraw support with the political
risks that entails.
The politically savvy real estate mogul took to Facebook Friday to make
sure every Republican knows the
danger of choosing the latter. (Tolo
News)

(13) UNDP Speaks...

rule of law is a major factor in the
continuation of human rights violations and he urged all legal and judicial institutions to prosecute human
rights violators according to the law.
“As you know one of the reasons
is armed oppositions are violating
human rights and we cannot deny
that in most of the provinces and the
districts human rights have been violated,” said Anwar.
Meanwhile the Human Rights Commission said that at the moment
more than 300 detainees in Bagram
prison have completed their sentences but are still incarcerated. (Tolo
News)

(14) 18 Disabled ...

on December 6 and then to Kolkata
on Tuesday.
Cultural and empowerment organisation for Afghans (CEOA), an Afghani non-government organisation,
got in touch with RCFC to get the
children medical treatment.
“Deformity and disability is one of
the biggest problems in Afghanistan
and lack of medical facility and poverty has only compounded the misery.
“All the children come from impoverished background and can never
afford the medical expenses,” CEOA
deputy director Shayan Nargis said
here on Wednesday. (Monitoring
Desk)

(15) 37 Dead in ...

said the clash lasted 20 hours as security forces wanted to prevent civil-

ian casualties.
The governor’s spokesman, Samim
Khpolwak said: “Yesterday evening
a number of suicide attackers entered Kandahar Airport and started
clashing with security forces before
they reached their target and they
used a building near the area as their
stronghold.”
The Ministry of Interior said
Wednesday in a statement that the
group of armed insurgents carried
out the attack on a residential area
near Kandahar Airport which included a school and market.
According to them, the ANA was
immediately deployed to the area to
bring the situation under control.
“ANA forces encountered the insurgents courageously near the airport
and they cautiously conducted the
operations in the area so not to cause
any casualties to civilians,” read the
statement.Tolo News)

(15) Opium Production...

to the increased eradication of poppy
fields across the country and government’s efforts to provide alternative
livelihoods.
The eradication of the poppy fields
has increased 29 percent in 2015.
“The opium poppy cultivation also
decreased by 19 percent from an estimate of 224,000 hectares in 2014 to
183,000 hectares in 2015,” the minister added.
The officials at the briefing also announced the publication of “Afghanistan Drug Report 2015.”
“Undoubtedly 2015 has been a year
of major achievement for MCN (Afghan Ministry of Counter Narcotics)
that highlighted in the report including the reduction on cultivation
and production, the national drug
action plan and national mobilization against narcotics “ said Andrey
Avetisyan, UNODC regional representative for Afghanistan and neighboring countries, at the same briefing. (Xinhua)

(16) Pakistan ...

About 14 Taliban fighters armed
with suicide jackets, rocket launchers and guns took control of two
buildings near the civilian part of the
Kandahar International Airport late
Tuesday.
The attackers, who were disguised
in army uniform, fired several rocket
propelled grenades towards the airport vicinity. The airport’s operations were suspended since the attack started.
The sporadic clashes took place
throughout the night, leaving 10
militants and 37 civilians killed. (Xinhua)

(18) US Government ...

the US Embassy in Kabul, said “This
year we plan to have 80 scholarships awarded, 77 would be Masters
Students and 3 would be Doctoral
students. The Masters program is between 1 and 2 years, more commonly
2 years and Doctoral program is 5
years.”
He said the employment rate for Fulbrighters has been recorded at 96 percent, and the vast majority of the students have returned to Afghanistan
after completing their studies.
According to Mr. Thies, the employment rate for the other academic
exchange programs implemented
through the US Embassy in Kabul has
been similar. “For our other programs
it is very similar, Humphrey is about
the same, and Foreign Language
Teaching Assistance and Afghan Junior Faculty alumnireport nearly 100
percent employment. Most of the
people that are unemployed usually
don’t stay that way very long. When
someone gets back, sometimes they
don’t immediately get into a job, but
for most part people find very meaningful employment in a few months
and we have a list of actual organizations where people work and I think
you will find that very impressive,”
he said.
He said there are a number of very
notable Alumni with many of them
are working for government ministries, international organizations, UN,
other embassies, many of them in the
private sector as well, Banks and some
to the universities. Worldwide, the
Fulbright program has produced 31
heads of state and more than 53 Nobel
Laureates.
“Basically they all find some kind of
job that suits their skills, so we find
them to be great resource for the country and that is why that we do the program -because we are helping these
individuals but really the end result
is that these individuals come back
and help Afghanistan. And so helping
them get into some of these high level
jobs is away we can help magnify the
impact of the program. I can list a few
notable Alumni such as the Minister
of Agriculture AsadullahZamir, he is
a Fulbright from 2004. We also have
a deputy minister in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs – Nasir Andisha, and

there is a newly appointed deputyin
the ministry of defense ShoaibRahim,” Mr. Thies said. (KP)

(19) Ulomi Vows...

security and complaints committees
to closely follow the issue with the
government to ensure that the contractors were made payments. (Pajhwok)

(20) Attacks on ...

under threat and then we share our
information with security agencies in
order to prevent such incidents,” he
said.
According to reports by Nai, at least
seven attacks have occurred against
political analysts and civil society activists in the country in recent months.
(Tolo News)

(21) Lawmaker ...

and they had fired on partnered personnel from there.”
Doctors Without Borders and other
witnesses have repeatedly said there
were no armed men in the hospital at
the time of the airstrike. The military
says the soldiers and airmen intended
to hit a different building a half-mile
away.
Gen. John Campbell said it was only
because of technical failures and human error that an AC-130 mistakenly
struck and destroyed the trauma center in the hospital.
Campbell said that when the aircraft’s
sensors malfunctioned, the crew used
visual cues to hone in on what turned
out to be the wrong building. One
minute before the attack, he said, the
crew passed on the coordinates of the
building it was about to strike to its
headquarters, which knew Doctors
Without Borders was in that compound but was unable to detect the
mistake in time. (Agencies)

(22) Taliban ...

rules of war,” said Abdul Qadir Rahimi, the head of Herat’s Human Rights
Commission.
“Serious attention needs to be paid so
as no harm comes to the people, especially women and children. We urge
international organizations to seriously consider helping them,” said SakinaHussaini a Herat provincial council
member. (Tolo News)

(23) Nangarhar ...

that you can’t win a war against the
Afghan security forces.”
Meanwhile the commander of the 201
Selab military crop ZamanWaziri said
the problem was that Afghan security
forces in the area do not have sufficient military hardware.
He said: “We are not asleep – Daesh
has not taken control of Nangarhar.
Security forces have ruined their
chances of taking control.”
Provincial governor Salim Khan Kunduzi has however appealed to Nangarhar residents to help Afghan security forces in their efforts to eliminate
insurgent groups – including Daesh
– in the province. (Tolo News)

(24) 2 Afghan ...

for the entirety of 2015 and do not
pose any apparent threat. There is a
well-coordinated process among federal agencies to locate the individuals
as quickly as possible and return them
accordingly to the proper authorities.”
The two men are part of a program to
train Afghan pilots and maintenance
personnel who will be flying the A-29
Super Tucano fighter aircraft. (Agencies)

(27) Wardak...
one of the victim’s relatives.
“They must be questioned and the
tribal elders, civil society members
and other individuals should take
part and follow the issue to find out
what was the reason behind the incident,” said Zakya Wardak a provincial council member.
The children died after government forces and Taliban insurgents
engaged in a clash. A government
mortar was fired off but instead of
hitting its target it ended up killing
the children. (Tolo News)

(28) Kerry to...

derway in Saudi Arabia to unite Syrian opposition groups.
Russia, the United States, European
and Middle Eastern countries agreed
last month in talks in Vienna on a twoyear timeline leading to Syrian national elections, but left many questions
unresolved, most notably the fate of
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.
(Reuters)

(29) Syrians Leave ...

September elsewhere in Syria under
which rebel fighters were supposed
to be transferred to Idlib, though
it has yet to be fully implementedSeveral buses left the Homs district of
Waer early on Wednesday and others were queueing up to leave on its
outskirts, witnesses said. Children on
buses waiting to leave peaked around
the drawn curtains and aid workers
handed out juice.Reuters)

(30) Russian ...

sia was 0.75 percent in November,
practically unchanged from 0.74 in
October, but up from 0.57 in October,
according to the official Rosstat statistics agency..(Xinhua)

(31) Sri Lankan...

the position of Sri Lanka as a nation
against corruption globally.
He said that Sri Lanka was currently
labeled as No. 35 in Transparency International’s Index of Corruption and
the country could raise that position at
least by another 15 notches in a short
time if public servants work to eradicate corrupt practices.(Xinhua)

(32) Europe Talks...

of force and detention. Talk of “Europeanising” frontier defense is also
growing.
“In exceptional circumstances, Frontex should be able to deploy rapid
reaction teams to the frontiers on its
own initiative and under its own responsibility,” the French and German
interior ministers, Bernard Cazeneuve
and Thomas de Maiziere, wrote to the
European Commission last Thursday..(Reuters)

(33E. Ukraine...

noting that an estimated 2.9 million
people living in the territory are facing difficulties in exercising their economic and social rights, in particular,
accessing quality medical care, accommodation, social services and
benefits..(Xinhua)

(34) Kenya to ...

Saharan Africa and we are not taking
chances in ensuring that we meet the
international standards,” he added.
The December conference will also
showcase the dynamic development
that is taking place in Africa. The biennial event was last held in Indonesia in 2013 where ten agreements were
concluded.(Xinhua)

(25)Man Arrested....

(35) Human Rights...

girls by blackmailing them and issuing threats through mobile phone
calls.
He said police recovered numerous
footages of the victims from the mobile of Ashraf after he was arrested.
Gen. Zahir also added that police
seized at least 8 mobile phones from
Ashraf where numerous pictures and
films of the victims were discovered.
Owning a car selling shop in the city,
Ashraf was also arrested in connection to the kidnapping of a girl in Kabul but was later released due to the
lack of evidence. (KP)

October. Despite these positive trends,
human rights abuses persist amid reports of protracted impunity, killings,
torture, absence of rule of law and lack
of freedom of movement and expression in the self- proclaimed “Donetsk
people’s republic and “Luhansk people’s republic.”
The onset of winter is also expected
to compound the humanitarian situation prevailing in affected areas where
residents lack effective protection of
their rights.(Xinhua)

(26) Finland to ...

trolling the EU’s external borders,
it added. In practice, for example,
Finland will set up two repatriation
centers to accommodate asylum
seekers whose applications are rejected or who voluntarily leave Finland.
Both of the centers will be located
in southern Finland and operate
together with the existing refugee
reception centers. The first one designed for voluntary returnees will
open immediately, and the other
one for rejected asylum seekers is set
to open by the end of January next
year.
Three refugee reception centers will
be shut down. The centers are in
Vantaa in southern Finland, Parikkala in southwest and Merikarvia in
southwest of the country. (Xinhua)

(36) Greece, Egypt ...

a fair solution to the Cyprus dispute,
the Israeli- Palestinian conflict as
well as the crises in Syria, Libya and
Yemen. Moreover, the three countries
expressed their support towards an
international effective approach to
tackle the ongoing refugee crisis and
the terrorism threat. (Xinhua)

(37) China Calls...

and stability, she said. The crisis was
triggered over the weekend as reports
stated that a Turkish training battalion, equipped with armored vehicles,
was deployed near the city of Mosul
in order to train Iraqi paramilitary
groups against Islamic State militants.
Ankara claimed that sending troops
to Iraq was in response to increased
skirmishes with the IS in Mosul, the
capital of Nineveh province which
has been under IS control since June
2014. (Xinhua)

