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Obama Warns Afghanistan
Remains Dangerous

WASHINGTON - US presi-
dent Barack Obama on Sun-

v declared the war against
tenmsm in Afghanistan had
now come to a responsible
conchision, but warned the
country remained a danger-
ous place.

" Afghanistan remains a dan-
gerous place and the Afghan
people and their security forc-
es contitmie to make tremen-
dous sacrifices in defence of
their country,” Obama said in
a statement after a formal cer-
emony in Kabul ended the US
and MATO combat nission.
Obama said the US would
maintain a limited military
presence in Afghanistan to
train, adwvise and assist Af-
ghan forces and to conduct
counterterrorism  operations

against the remmants of Al
aeda at the invitation of the
Afghan government.

He said the US personnel
would contimuie to face risks,
reflecting the enduring com-
mitment of the United States
to the Afghan people.

From January 1, the Op-
eration Enduring Freedom
would be replaced by Opera-
tion Freedom's Sentinel, to
help secure and build upon
the gains of the last 13 years.
“Thanks to the extraordinary
sacrifices of our men and
women in uniform, our com-
bat mission in Afghanistan is
ending, and the longest war
in American history is com-
ing to a responsible conclu-
sion,” he said.

During ...(Mere on P4)...(1)

Russia Won’t Send
Troops to Afghanistan:
Diplomat

MOSCOW - Russia has
no plan to send troops
to Afghanistan after the
MATO-led Inmbternational
Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) ended its combat
mission there, a senior
diplomat said Monday.
On Sunday, the ISAF for-
mally ended its 13-year-
old combat mission in
Afghanistan. Some 13,000
troops, including 10,800
Americans, will stay in
|| Afghanistan in 20015 to

play a supporting role.
"By no means Russia
or the Collective Seci-
rity Treaty Organization
(CSTO) are going to send
troops to Afghanistan,”
Russian special presiden-
tial envoy to Afghanistan,
Zamir Kabulov, told Xin-
hua in an exchisive inter-
VIEW.

“Fussia needs to think
about its own security
in the first place and see
how ...(More on P4)...(2)

Mol Welcomes
End to NATO Combat
Mission
KABUL - The Ministry of Interior (Mol) on Sun-
day welcomed the end to NATO combat mis-
sion in Afehanistan, saying Afghan forces were
capable enough to defend the nation and the

rebels had no courage to face them

The U5 and NATO formally ended their

13-year-old war in Afghanistan at a

held i this regard at the NATO headquarters

mn Kabul The troops will be replaced by a small

12,800 contingent to train ...(More on P4)...(3)
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Australia’s 400 Troops
fo Remain in Afghanistan
for Training Mission

EABUL - Australia will comtimise to monitor the
situation in Afghanistan as the 1.5, and NATO
formally annowunce the end of their combat
Bishop has expressed concemns of the growing
unrest in the regd
Bishop told ABC that Afghanistan's part of
the world has seen turmeoil and volatility with
some “appalling incidents” in recent Hmes. n-
ternational media said that the US-led
replaced by a NATO trainine and support nis-
sion.
A ceremony was held in Kabul to mark the end
of 13 years of fighting the Taliban in Afghani-
stan. Australia will continie to provide train-
ing to Afghan government forces as 400 Aus-
tralian troops still remain in the country, Sky
News reported. ...(More on P4)...(8)
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Japan Donates
X-Ray, Medical
Equipments to IGICH

EABUL - Japan has donated a laboratory and
sx-ray equipments for Indira Gandhi Institute
for Child Health (IGICH) in Kabul, a statement
from the Japan Embassy said Monday.

The handover ceremony of medical equipments
for IGICH was held on Sunday, it said, adding
that the project has been funded by the Grant
Japan with total amount of 5119,779.

It said that utilization the modemn equipments
the diagnosis would become easy and the treaf-
ment be done accurately. In his message, Hiro-
stuTakahaslu, m{orzauP‘ﬂ. (9

14 Mare
Insurgents Killed in
Dangam Fighifing
KABUL - At least 14 more Taliban insurgents
were killed in the fresh clashes between the
security forces and militants in Dangam dis-
trict of eastern Kunar in the past 24 hours, lo-
Seven other insurgents were injured in the
fighting that continues for more than two
weeks, FKunar Police Chief Abdul Habib

Syedkhili said. ...(More on P4)...(10)

Wolesi Jirga Team Meets
Abdullah on Cabinet Delay

EABUL-The Wolesi Jirga's
admindstration board on
Monday said if lawmakers’
talks with the president
and the chief executive of-
ficer (CEQ) about the delay
in cabinet formation failed
to yield any positive out-
come, the assembly would
take another decision.

Ten days ago, the lower
house had set the govern-
ment a week-long dead-
line to introduce cabinet
nominees for a vote of
confidence. The assembly
had warned of a unilateral
decision if the government

failed to meet the deadline
(Saturday last).

But on Saturday, the Wole-
si Jirga decided to send
a delegation to meet the
president and the CEO on

reasons behind the delay
in cabinet formation.
Wolesi Jirga deputy secre-
tary Irfanullah Irfan told
reporters on Monday the
e (More on P4)...(4)

Amendments to Population
Registration Act Drafted

EABUL - The Wolesi Jir-
ga s interior security com-
mission wotild pmese.-nt be-
fore the lower house a set
of amendments to some
articles of the controversial
Population  Registration
Act on Wednesday.

After being approved by
the assembly, the Popu-

lation PRegistration Bill
was signed into law by
President Ashraf Ghani
amid objections by some
lawmakers, civil society
groups and political par-
ties over nof mentioning
word “Afghan” in the
Computerized MNational
Identity Cards (CINICs).
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As the protests continued,
the president referred
the issue to the Supreme
Court, but the apex court
is yet to deliver a ruling in
this regard.

The issue of bringing
amendments to the law
became a hot topic in the
lower ...(More on P4)...(5)
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80 Militants
Give up Fighting
FKABUL - An 80-member
Taliban group gave up fight-
ing in Afghanistan while a
Taliban-organized roadside
bomb blast killed two Afghan
police personnel and injured
two others on Monday, offi-
cials confirmed.
According to police, more
than seven dozen militants,
laid down their arms in the
northern Jauzjan province,
while two police personmnel
lost their lives in a roadside
bomb in the southwest MNim-
roz province. “A total of S0
muilitants under Mufti Nema-
tullah who were involved
in anti-government activi-
ties in Cushtapa and Darzab
districts of Jawzjan province
over the past couple of years
laid down arms and gave up
fighting Monday,” provincial
police chief Faqn Moham-
mad Jawzjani told Xinhua
Giving up fighting by these
people could be a major blow
to the anti-government mili-
tants in Jawzjan and adjoin-
ing provinces, the police chief
added.
Taliban militants who are ac-
tive in parts of Jawzjan prov-
ince are yet to make comment.

Meantime, ...(More on P4)...06)
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200 Taliban

Militants Surrender

fo Gen. Dostum

SHEBIFGHAN - Around 200 Tali-
ban militants renounced wviolence
and surrendered to first Vice-Pres-
ident Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum
in northern Jawzjan province on
Menday.

The militants laid down their weap-
ons and announced their support
from the Government of National
Unity in Darzab district, during
Gen_ Dostum's visit.

Gen. Dostum is visiting the north-
ern Jawzjan province after he was
instructed by President Moham-
mad Ashraf Ghani, according to an
online statement from Gen. Dos-
tum’s office.

He welcomed the surrender of Tali-
ban militants and said the move
by Taliban militants in Jawzjan is
a step that would lead to a nation-
wide peace and stability.

Gen. Dostum called on other mili-
tants to join peace process, similarly
as the militants have surrendered
in Jawzjan province.

He also pledged to provide em-
ployment opportunities for all the
militants who laid their weapons
and joined peace process.

Jawzjan is among the relatively
volatile provinces in northern Af-
ghanistan where anti-govermment
armed militant groups are actively
operating ...(More on P4)...(7)
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