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KABUL - Several members
of Wolesi Jirga said they
were asked by some officials
to review the decision to
summon Water and Energy
Minister Mohammad Ismael
Khan next Monday.
It was proposed that Khan
would be summoned by the
Wolesi Jirga after 20 percent
of the members of parlia-
ment agreed to summon the
minister.
“Up to 67 MPs signed the
letter to summon the minis-
ter, while 50 signatures of
legislatures were needed to
summon Khan, so the
Wolesi Jirga decided to
summon the minister,” said
a lawmaker from Khost,
Kamal Nasar Osuli.
The minister was sum-
moned due to mismanage-
ment of water and energy
affairs in the provinces, not
properly utilizing water in
Afghanistan and alleged
distribution of weapons, he
said.
If Khan failed to appear in
front of the Wolesi Jirga, the
MPs would debate to dis-
qualifying the minister, said
Osuli.
The government has
started a campaign and

MPs Threatened
for Summoning

Minister Ismael Khan

contacted some lawmakers
to prevent summoning the
minister by the Wolesi
Jirga, he added.
Another MP from Kabul,
Gen. Nazeefa Zaki, ad-
dressed the general session
of the Jirga, saying: “We
were contacted by the cabi-
net and asked if we sum-
moned Ismael Khan, certain
case would be raised

against us.”
She asked the government
not to interfere in the ac-
tivities of the legislative
body and allow MPs to de-
cide for the benefit of the
people and the country.
She also urged the speaker
of the Jirga to prevent such
official interferences.
“No one should make tele-
phone call to us, because

MPs came to the parliament
for a goal, so all sisters and
brothers are requested to
allow us to reach the goal,”
said public representative
from Kunar, Wagma Safai,
and also confirmed the re-
marks of Zaki.
However, representative
from Ghor, Seema Jawinda,
opposed the summoning of
Khan and said there were

many other corrupt minis-
ters in the cabinet, so they
should be summoned first.
“When you go to the air-
port on Thursday you will
see many ministers travel-
ing to Dubai for luxury holi-
day, some of even go there
for a night, so theses min-
isters should be sum-
moned,” he added.
(Pajhwok)

KABUL - Twenty-six Af-
ghan pilgrims died, while
200 others failed to return
to their homeland during the
recent Hajj season in Saudi
Arabia, officials said on Sat-
urday.
Most of them died of heart
diseases and old age ill-
nesses, while four pilgrims
were killed in a road acci-
dent in the holy land,
deputy minister of Hajj and
Religious Affairs Dai-ul-
Haq Abid told Pajhwok Af-
ghan News.
Those who died were aged
between 45 and 65 years
and 16 of them were
women, he added.
Their bodies were buried in
Saudi Arabia according to
local funeral rites and in the
presence of the other Af-
ghan pilgrims.
Last year, about 40 Afghan

26 Afghan Pilgrims Die in Saudi,
200 Vanish

pilgrims died during the Haj
season. This year, a total of
30,000 Afghan pilgrims
were sent to Mecca start-
ing 19th September and the
last batch returned to Af-
ghanistan two days ago.

Those who disappeared in
Saudi Arabia were from
Samangan, Baghlan and
Sar-i-Pul provinces — who
stayed on for their busi-
nesses. While, some of the
married women joined their

husbands in the country by
taking advantage of the pil-
grimage, he pointed out.
Abid also revealed 17 Af-
ghans were detained for
stealing goods and money.
(Pajhwok)

KABUL –December 01
Smarked World AIDS Day,
a time for the global com-
munity to recognize the
widespread impact of HIV/
AIDS.
Right now, around 1,200
people in Afghanistan and
33.4 million people around
the world live with HIV/
AIDS, according to the Af-
ghan Public Health Minis-

Over 1,200 People Live with
HIV in Afghanistan: Officials

try. AIDS, or acquired im-
munodeficiency syndrome,
is caused by HIV, or the hu-

man immunodeficiency vi-
rus, and is considered the
last step of the infection.

AIDS has killed 25 million
people around the world
since 1981, the Department
of Health reported.
A spokesman for the Af-
ghan Public Health Minis-
try Dr. Kaneshka Baktash
over 10 people have died
due to HIV/AIDS in
Afghanistan.He said major-
ity of the men addicted to
drugs are ...(More on P8)...(4)

Three members of a kidnapping ring detained by police in connection with abducting a four-

year-old boy in Parwan are shown at a press conference in Kabul. (Pajhwok/Haseeb Muslih)

KABUL - Parliament is ex-
pected to impeach the
Minister of Energy and
Water Mohammad Ismail
Khan on Monday after
more than 50 lawmakers
voted in favor of his re-
moval, the Administrative
Office said Saturday.
Khan has become un-
popular with the lawmak-
ers after publically calling
last month for the former
mujahedeen figures to take
up arms and join the pri-
vate army of the Jihadi
Council he leads.
The Administrative Office
said that 55 parliamentar-
ians have signed in favor
of impeaching Khan and in
their written reasons for
doing so, the main one
precisely being his private
militia plan.
“Fifty-five MPs sent their
signatures to the Admin-
istrative Office. The sub-
ject was discussed in a
meeting... and it was speci-
fied that [Parliament will]
impeach him on Monday,”
Deputy Secretary
Mohammad Farhad Azimi
said.
Other reasons cited were
a lack of development
plans for electricity to
some parts of country,
slow process in construc-
tion and reconstruction of
hyrdo-electric dams and
the budget expenditure of
the ministry.
Some parliamentarians
said that the lower house
has the legal right to im-
peach government minis-
ters but feared government
meddling.
“Some of the influential
people and ministers
threaten representatives
by phone call to take back
their signatures and give
up the decision,” Kabul
parliamentarian Nazifa
Zakee said.
“The House of Represen-
tatives has the right to im-
peach some ineffective
ministers but the govern-
ment improperly interferes
in the House,” Kunar par-
liamentarian Wazhma
Safee said. Others said the
reasons for the impeach-
ment were incorrect. “The
reasons for Ismail Khan’s
impeachment by the
House are meaningless –
every minister has the
right to have some meetings
with the Mujahedeen,”
Ghour parliamentarian Sima
Joinda said. Khan has said
that his reasons for forming
the militia outside of the na-
tional security forces is to
help secure the country
where Nato has failed.
(Tolo News)

Ismail Khan
Impeachment

Expected
Monday

ISLAMABAD - Analyst
Professor Ejaz Khan said
role of Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan is vital in the
war against terrorism and
effective coordination be-
tween them would resolve
the certain bilateral issues.
Talking to VOA, he said
that recent steps taken by
Pakistan and Afghanistan
bring a ray of hope that Pa-
kistan wanted to normal-
ize its bilateral ties.
Commenting on Pak-Af-
ghan announcement to
formulate a Joint Com-
mission of Ulema, Ejaz
Khan said it will be a
good step for further im-
proving the relation.
(Monitoring Desk)

KABUL - Journalists are
under threat from local of-
ficials to not cover some
crime stories, according to
reporters in Afghanistan’s
northern Takhar province.
The journalists accused
Takhar police chief Khair
Mohammad Temor of
threatening them if they
broadcast certain news
stories and said he pre-
vents any follow up of
some rape and murder
cases in the province.
“Takhar’s police chief has
forbidden the journalists
to cover some crimes in
one of the province’s dis-
tricts which is his birth-
place,” journalist Dayan
Ahmadi told TOLOnews.
The police chief himself
also allegedly refuses in-
terviews.
“The journalists went to
the police headquarters to
ask about various issues
but the police chief did not
answer them,” Head of the
Takhar Journalists Union
Sayed Yasin Dehzad said.
Temor responded to the
claims describing them as
baseless.
“We never threaten the
journalists. We did not ac-
cept some of their personal
demands and now they
talk like this,” he told
TOLOnews. Afghanistan
is considered one of the
most challenging coun-
tries in the world for jour-
nalists with local reporters
facing threats against
themselves and their fami-
lies.
Many have been killed and
beaten for their work.
Afghanistan is considered
one of the most challeng-
ing countries in the world
for journalists with local
reporters facing threats
against themselves and
their families. Many have
been killed and beaten for
their work. (Tolo News)

Analyst
Welcomes Setting

Up Pak,
Afghan Ulema

KABUL - A US drone fired
two missiles into open
fields in northwestern
tribal belt on Saturday, kill-
ing a suspected militant,
local security officials said.
The area is a stronghold of
Pakistani warlord Mullah
Nazir, who officials said
was wounded in a suicide
attack in the district’s main
town of Wana on Thurs-
day. “The targeted militant
is suspected to be a key
Commander of Al-Qaeda
linked Taliban group but
his identity is immediately
unclear,” a security official
told AFP.
Another official confirmed
the attack, saying that the
man killed was a key op-
erative. “We suspect that
the killed militant was a for-

US Drone Kill Key
Taliban Leader in
South Waziristan

eigner and a key com-
mander. However, his iden-
tity and country of origin
was not immediately clear,”
he said.
In the meantime Senior
government official Shahid
Ali said two drone-fired
missiles hit a vehicle on
December 1 near the Sheen
Warsak area, located close
to the main town of Wana,
killing a Yemeni militant
and two others.
Saturday’s U.S. drone
strike is the second of its
kind in the afore-said area
over the last three days. On
Thursday, U.S. drones
launched a strike in the
same area, killing at least
three suspected militants
and wounding four others.
(Tolo News)

KABUL - Police have de-
tained five men in relation
to the kidnapping of a four-
year-old boy north of
Kabul a month ago, local
officials said Saturday.
The group allegedly took
the boy while the family
were at a wedding party in
the capital of Parwan prov-
ince Charikar, police said.
They were arrested on
Thursday while they were
discussing the ransom with
the boy’s family in the
Shakar Dera district of
Kabul.
When the police arrived in
the area, the men opened
fire and a shootout ensued
as the police responded,
the chief of Kabul criminal
investigation department
Gen. Mohammad Zahir
said.
Two of the group were
wounded including their
leader Abdul Fatah in the
exchange of fire. The boy
has been returned safely to
his family, he said.
“The kidnappers are pro-
fessional criminals who
were led by Abdul Fatah.
They kidnapped a four-
year-old boy from a wed-
ding party in Charikar,” he
said. However, the kidnap-
pers had confessed their

5 Men Detained in
Kabul for Kidnapping

crimes and said that “they
will not repeat again”, he
added.
The detained men were
presented at a press con-
ference in Kabul.
“I was monitoring the area
during the kidnapping to
ensure the police did not
arrive. Mirwais kidnapped
the kid from the house and
come out while the [wed-
ding] party was continuing
and gave him to Hamid.
Hamid then carried him to
a different place,” one of
the men Sadiq said.
Another of the alleged kid-
nappers Najibullah said: “I
called many times to the
family [of the boy] and I
asked them to pay thou-
sands of dollars. Recently
they were ready to pay
$16,000.”
The boy’s family has
called on the justice or-
gans to deliver the harsh-
est of penalties.
“The government should
hang them in public so that
no one would repeat such
a thing,” the father Haji
Mohammad Kabir father
said. Zahir said that police
have been ordered to re-
main alert and capture
those who are doing
kidnappings. (Tolo News)

KABUL - The minister of
interior, General Ghulam
Mujtaba Patang, received
a delegation of Council of
Islamic Youth Afghanistan
on Saturday.
In the meeting, one of the
members of the delegation
while appreciating police
for ensuring security said
the police under new lead-
ership of interior ministry
have taken effective steps
in stabilizing law and order
in the country.
The delegation also hailed
the police for ensuring se-
curity on Ashura day.

MoI Receives
Delegation of Islamic Youth

Council of Afghanistan
For his part, the interior
minister had thanked the
delegation for its good
wishes, adding the coop-
eration of citizens with po-
lice and other government
organs is necessary for en-
suring peace and stability
in the country.
The minister also noted
that police with the sup-
port of citizens had foiled
a conspiracy of the en-
emies a day earlier from
Ashura and thus pre-
vented a possible bloody
terror attack in the city.
(BNA)

Takhar Police
Chief Accused
of Threatening

Media

Afghan High Peace Council Chairman Salahuddin

Rabbani shake hands with US Secretary of State

Hillary Clinton at State Department in Wash-

ington. (Pajhwok/lalit Jha)
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KABUL - Several members
of Wolesi Jirga said they
were asked by some officials
to review the decision to
summon Water and Energy
Minister Mohammad Ismael
Khan next Monday.
It was proposed that Khan
would be summoned by the
Wolesi Jirga after 20 percent
of the members of parlia-
ment agreed to summon the
minister.
“Up to 67 MPs signed the
letter to summon the minis-
ter, while 50 signatures of
legislatures were needed to
summon Khan, so the
Wolesi Jirga decided to
summon the minister,” said
a lawmaker from Khost,
Kamal Nasar Osuli.
The minister was sum-
moned due to mismanage-
ment of water and energy
affairs in the provinces, not
properly utilizing water in
Afghanistan and alleged
distribution of weapons, he
said.
If Khan failed to appear in
front of the Wolesi Jirga, the
MPs would debate to dis-
qualifying the minister, said
Osuli.
The government has
started a campaign and

MPs Threatened
for Summoning

Minister Ismael Khan

contacted some lawmakers
to prevent summoning the
minister by the Wolesi
Jirga, he added.
Another MP from Kabul,
Gen. Nazeefa Zaki, ad-
dressed the general session
of the Jirga, saying: “We
were contacted by the cabi-
net and asked if we sum-
moned Ismael Khan, certain
case would be raised

against us.”
She asked the government
not to interfere in the ac-
tivities of the legislative
body and allow MPs to de-
cide for the benefit of the
people and the country.
She also urged the speaker
of the Jirga to prevent such
official interferences.
“No one should make tele-
phone call to us, because

MPs came to the parliament
for a goal, so all sisters and
brothers are requested to
allow us to reach the goal,”
said public representative
from Kunar, Wagma Safai,
and also confirmed the re-
marks of Zaki.
However, representative
from Ghor, Seema Jawinda,
opposed the summoning of
Khan and said there were

many other corrupt minis-
ters in the cabinet, so they
should be summoned first.
“When you go to the air-
port on Thursday you will
see many ministers travel-
ing to Dubai for luxury holi-
day, some of even go there
for a night, so theses min-
isters should be sum-
moned,” he added.
(Pajhwok)

KABUL - Twenty-six Af-
ghan pilgrims died, while
200 others failed to return
to their homeland during the
recent Hajj season in Saudi
Arabia, officials said on Sat-
urday.
Most of them died of heart
diseases and old age ill-
nesses, while four pilgrims
were killed in a road acci-
dent in the holy land,
deputy minister of Hajj and
Religious Affairs Dai-ul-
Haq Abid told Pajhwok Af-
ghan News.
Those who died were aged
between 45 and 65 years
and 16 of them were
women, he added.
Their bodies were buried in
Saudi Arabia according to
local funeral rites and in the
presence of the other Af-
ghan pilgrims.
Last year, about 40 Afghan

26 Afghan Pilgrims Die in Saudi,
200 Vanish

pilgrims died during the Haj
season. This year, a total of
30,000 Afghan pilgrims
were sent to Mecca start-
ing 19th September and the
last batch returned to Af-
ghanistan two days ago.

Those who disappeared in
Saudi Arabia were from
Samangan, Baghlan and
Sar-i-Pul provinces — who
stayed on for their busi-
nesses. While, some of the
married women joined their

husbands in the country by
taking advantage of the pil-
grimage, he pointed out.
Abid also revealed 17 Af-
ghans were detained for
stealing goods and money.
(Pajhwok)

KABUL –December 01
Smarked World AIDS Day,
a time for the global com-
munity to recognize the
widespread impact of HIV/
AIDS.
Right now, around 1,200
people in Afghanistan and
33.4 million people around
the world live with HIV/
AIDS, according to the Af-
ghan Public Health Minis-

Over 1,200 People Live with
HIV in Afghanistan: Officials

try. AIDS, or acquired im-
munodeficiency syndrome,
is caused by HIV, or the hu-

man immunodeficiency vi-
rus, and is considered the
last step of the infection.

AIDS has killed 25 million
people around the world
since 1981, the Department
of Health reported.
A spokesman for the Af-
ghan Public Health Minis-
try Dr. Kaneshka Baktash
over 10 people have died
due to HIV/AIDS in
Afghanistan.He said major-
ity of the men addicted to
drugs are ...(More on P8)...(4)

Three members of a kidnapping ring detained by police in connection with abducting a four-

year-old boy in Parwan are shown at a press conference in Kabul. (Pajhwok/Haseeb Muslih)

KABUL - Parliament is ex-
pected to impeach the
Minister of Energy and
Water Mohammad Ismail
Khan on Monday after
more than 50 lawmakers
voted in favor of his re-
moval, the Administrative
Office said Saturday.
Khan has become un-
popular with the lawmak-
ers after publically calling
last month for the former
mujahedeen figures to take
up arms and join the pri-
vate army of the Jihadi
Council he leads.
The Administrative Office
said that 55 parliamentar-
ians have signed in favor
of impeaching Khan and in
their written reasons for
doing so, the main one
precisely being his private
militia plan.
“Fifty-five MPs sent their
signatures to the Admin-
istrative Office. The sub-
ject was discussed in a
meeting... and it was speci-
fied that [Parliament will]
impeach him on Monday,”
Deputy Secretary
Mohammad Farhad Azimi
said.
Other reasons cited were
a lack of development
plans for electricity to
some parts of country,
slow process in construc-
tion and reconstruction of
hyrdo-electric dams and
the budget expenditure of
the ministry.
Some parliamentarians
said that the lower house
has the legal right to im-
peach government minis-
ters but feared government
meddling.
“Some of the influential
people and ministers
threaten representatives
by phone call to take back
their signatures and give
up the decision,” Kabul
parliamentarian Nazifa
Zakee said.
“The House of Represen-
tatives has the right to im-
peach some ineffective
ministers but the govern-
ment improperly interferes
in the House,” Kunar par-
liamentarian Wazhma
Safee said. Others said the
reasons for the impeach-
ment were incorrect. “The
reasons for Ismail Khan’s
impeachment by the
House are meaningless –
every minister has the
right to have some meetings
with the Mujahedeen,”
Ghour parliamentarian Sima
Joinda said. Khan has said
that his reasons for forming
the militia outside of the na-
tional security forces is to
help secure the country
where Nato has failed.
(Tolo News)

Ismail Khan
Impeachment

Expected
Monday

ISLAMABAD - Analyst
Professor Ejaz Khan said
role of Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan is vital in the
war against terrorism and
effective coordination be-
tween them would resolve
the certain bilateral issues.
Talking to VOA, he said
that recent steps taken by
Pakistan and Afghanistan
bring a ray of hope that Pa-
kistan wanted to normal-
ize its bilateral ties.
Commenting on Pak-Af-
ghan announcement to
formulate a Joint Com-
mission of Ulema, Ejaz
Khan said it will be a
good step for further im-
proving the relation.
(Monitoring Desk)

KABUL - Journalists are
under threat from local of-
ficials to not cover some
crime stories, according to
reporters in Afghanistan’s
northern Takhar province.
The journalists accused
Takhar police chief Khair
Mohammad Temor of
threatening them if they
broadcast certain news
stories and said he pre-
vents any follow up of
some rape and murder
cases in the province.
“Takhar’s police chief has
forbidden the journalists
to cover some crimes in
one of the province’s dis-
tricts which is his birth-
place,” journalist Dayan
Ahmadi told TOLOnews.
The police chief himself
also allegedly refuses in-
terviews.
“The journalists went to
the police headquarters to
ask about various issues
but the police chief did not
answer them,” Head of the
Takhar Journalists Union
Sayed Yasin Dehzad said.
Temor responded to the
claims describing them as
baseless.
“We never threaten the
journalists. We did not ac-
cept some of their personal
demands and now they
talk like this,” he told
TOLOnews. Afghanistan
is considered one of the
most challenging coun-
tries in the world for jour-
nalists with local reporters
facing threats against
themselves and their fami-
lies.
Many have been killed and
beaten for their work.
Afghanistan is considered
one of the most challeng-
ing countries in the world
for journalists with local
reporters facing threats
against themselves and
their families. Many have
been killed and beaten for
their work. (Tolo News)

Analyst
Welcomes Setting

Up Pak,
Afghan Ulema

KABUL - A US drone fired
two missiles into open
fields in northwestern
tribal belt on Saturday, kill-
ing a suspected militant,
local security officials said.
The area is a stronghold of
Pakistani warlord Mullah
Nazir, who officials said
was wounded in a suicide
attack in the district’s main
town of Wana on Thurs-
day. “The targeted militant
is suspected to be a key
Commander of Al-Qaeda
linked Taliban group but
his identity is immediately
unclear,” a security official
told AFP.
Another official confirmed
the attack, saying that the
man killed was a key op-
erative. “We suspect that
the killed militant was a for-

US Drone Kill Key
Taliban Leader in
South Waziristan

eigner and a key com-
mander. However, his iden-
tity and country of origin
was not immediately clear,”
he said.
In the meantime Senior
government official Shahid
Ali said two drone-fired
missiles hit a vehicle on
December 1 near the Sheen
Warsak area, located close
to the main town of Wana,
killing a Yemeni militant
and two others.
Saturday’s U.S. drone
strike is the second of its
kind in the afore-said area
over the last three days. On
Thursday, U.S. drones
launched a strike in the
same area, killing at least
three suspected militants
and wounding four others.
(Tolo News)

KABUL - Police have de-
tained five men in relation
to the kidnapping of a four-
year-old boy north of
Kabul a month ago, local
officials said Saturday.
The group allegedly took
the boy while the family
were at a wedding party in
the capital of Parwan prov-
ince Charikar, police said.
They were arrested on
Thursday while they were
discussing the ransom with
the boy’s family in the
Shakar Dera district of
Kabul.
When the police arrived in
the area, the men opened
fire and a shootout ensued
as the police responded,
the chief of Kabul criminal
investigation department
Gen. Mohammad Zahir
said.
Two of the group were
wounded including their
leader Abdul Fatah in the
exchange of fire. The boy
has been returned safely to
his family, he said.
“The kidnappers are pro-
fessional criminals who
were led by Abdul Fatah.
They kidnapped a four-
year-old boy from a wed-
ding party in Charikar,” he
said. However, the kidnap-
pers had confessed their

5 Men Detained in
Kabul for Kidnapping

crimes and said that “they
will not repeat again”, he
added.
The detained men were
presented at a press con-
ference in Kabul.
“I was monitoring the area
during the kidnapping to
ensure the police did not
arrive. Mirwais kidnapped
the kid from the house and
come out while the [wed-
ding] party was continuing
and gave him to Hamid.
Hamid then carried him to
a different place,” one of
the men Sadiq said.
Another of the alleged kid-
nappers Najibullah said: “I
called many times to the
family [of the boy] and I
asked them to pay thou-
sands of dollars. Recently
they were ready to pay
$16,000.”
The boy’s family has
called on the justice or-
gans to deliver the harsh-
est of penalties.
“The government should
hang them in public so that
no one would repeat such
a thing,” the father Haji
Mohammad Kabir father
said. Zahir said that police
have been ordered to re-
main alert and capture
those who are doing
kidnappings. (Tolo News)

KABUL - The minister of
interior, General Ghulam
Mujtaba Patang, received
a delegation of Council of
Islamic Youth Afghanistan
on Saturday.
In the meeting, one of the
members of the delegation
while appreciating police
for ensuring security said
the police under new lead-
ership of interior ministry
have taken effective steps
in stabilizing law and order
in the country.
The delegation also hailed
the police for ensuring se-
curity on Ashura day.

MoI Receives
Delegation of Islamic Youth

Council of Afghanistan
For his part, the interior
minister had thanked the
delegation for its good
wishes, adding the coop-
eration of citizens with po-
lice and other government
organs is necessary for en-
suring peace and stability
in the country.
The minister also noted
that police with the sup-
port of citizens had foiled
a conspiracy of the en-
emies a day earlier from
Ashura and thus pre-
vented a possible bloody
terror attack in the city.
(BNA)

Takhar Police
Chief Accused
of Threatening

Media

Afghan High Peace Council Chairman Salahuddin

Rabbani shake hands with US Secretary of State

Hillary Clinton at State Department in Wash-

ington. (Pajhwok/lalit Jha)

WASHINGTON - Top Re-
publican Senator John Mc-
Cain on Monday urged the 
Obama Administration to 
replace its calendar-based 
draw-down of troops from 
Afghanistan with a plan 
based on conditions on the 
ground.
“The Administration must 
replace its calendar-driven 
draw-down of U.S. forces 
with a plan based on con-
ditions on the ground. If 
this is not done, and if the 
Administration insists on 
pulling all U.S. forces out 
of the country for politi-
cal reasons, Afghanistan 
will deteriorate just as Iraq 

KABUL - Looking more 
committed to bringing 
peace since assumed office 
as the First Vice President, 
Gen. Abdul Rashid Dos-
tum hoped thousands of 
armed insurgents would 
renounce violence and join 
the peace process in next 20 
days.
His optimistic remarks 
came after 200 armed in-
surgents including their 
commander, Mawlavi 
Nematullah, laid down 
their weapons in Darzab 
district of northern Jawz-
jan, the home province for 

KABUL - The Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr. Abdullah 
Abdullah has said that the 
Government of National 
Unity has taken decision 
on the appointment of two 
cabinet ministers so far.
In a meeting with the par-
liament house speaker Ab-
dul Rauf Ibrahimi and law-
makers on Monday, Dr. 
Abdullah said President 
Ghani has not taken a final 
decision regarding the re-
maining cabinet ministers.
Ibrahimi met with the Dr. 
Abdullah on Monday to 
find out regarding the de-
lays by the Government 
of National Unity to intro-
duce the new cabinet.
This comes as earlier re-
ports suggested that Presi-
dent Ghani and CEO Ab-

KABUL - Some Meshrano Jir-
ga members on Tuesday said 
the president and the chief ex-
ecutive officer (CEO) should 
resign for their failure to form 
cabinet in three months.
President Ashraf Ghani and 
CEO Abdullah promised they 
would form cabinet in 45 days 
soon after they were inaugu-
rated on Sept. 29, but failed to 
do so during that period.
Currently, all the ministries, 
independent directorates and 
provincial administrations are 
run by acting heads.
Some analysts say the issue of 
acting heads has resulted in 
increased insecurity, admin-
istrative corruption and other 
problems.
Senate member from southern 
Zabul province, Mohammad 

has since 2011,” McCain 
warned in a statement.
He warned that “that 
would not just be a trag-
edy for the Afghan people; 
it would put the American 
people in far greater dan-
ger.” No one should mis-

Dostum.
Dostum, who is travelling 
to the northern provinces, 
said on Tuesday that he 
has started fresh efforts to 
bring the northern insur-

dullah are still at odds on 
the introduction of the 
cabinet.
A presidential palace offi-
cial, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity, had 
confirmed that the two 
leaders are still have some 
differences on the intro-
duction of the new cabinet.
The Government of Na-
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Afghan Projects: Envoy

German Army 
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Wasted Funds  

Civil Society Wants All 
Seminaries Registered 

take the Administration’s 
declared end of combat 
operations in Afghanistan 
with an end of the mission 
there, he noted.
“While our troops and ci-
vilians are making steady 
...(More on P4)...(3)

gents to peace process.
“Let’s get together to 
check whether we can de-
fend our country by our 
own,” Dostum said while 
...(More on P4)...(5)

tional Unity has not in-
troduced the new cabinet 
despite three months have 
passed since the formation 
of the government.
The Afghan lawmakers 
also warned last week to 
summon President Mo-
hammad Ashraf Ghani if 
the new cabinet was not 
introduced. (KP)

SHARAN - Of 358 educational institutions, 
at least 228 schools have no buildings in this 
southeastern Paktika province, officials and 
residents said Tuesday.
Another challenge of serious nature is that the 
province is facing with acute shortage of pro-
fessional and trained teachers, which has badly 
affected the vital sector.
The residents and officials demanded the gov-
ernment adopt a comprehensive strategy to re-
move obstacles in the way of education sector.
Masoom Khan, education officer of Yousafkhel 
district, told Pajhwok Afghan News of 12 func-
tional educational institutions, five schools 
have no proper buildings in his district.
Students are forced to sit under makeshift tents 
in the institutions having no buildings, he said, 
adding that steps should be taken to bolster the 
educational ratio in this remote province.
Ahmad Jan, education officer of Matta Khan 
district, said that education in his district was 
in shambles because most of the schools had 
no buildings. “Children are being taught in the 
tents and the teachers have to send children 
their homes when ...(More on P4)...(4)

KABUL - Special Inspector General for Afghan-
istan Reconstruction (SIGAR) who is seeking 
to retrieve the United States wasted or stolen 
funds in Afghanistan has called for assistance.
SIGAR says anyone who has information of US 
funds being stolen, wasted or abused which 
was allocated for Afghanistan’s reconstruction, 
is requested to assist retrieve it.
SIGAR says information of individuals provid-
ing information will be kept confidential. Re-
ports have been published in the past that some 
US funds as well as the fund provided by other 
donor countries have been wrongly used. (KP)

MAZAR-I-SHARIF - Civil society activists and 
university students in northern Balkh province 
on Monday asked the government to regis-
ter and legalise all religious seminaries in the 
country.
Syed Muhammad Yazdan Parast, the Omid 
and Hamzisty Cultural Centre head, said stu-
dents of a seminary had allegedly killed an Af-
ghan soldier in northern Badghis province few 
days ago.
Speaking at a gathering held at the provincial 
Education Department, the civil society activ-
ist said the soldier had entered the seminary to 
perform ablution for prayers, but he was killed 
by the students. ...(More on P4)...(8)

1,200 ANA Officers 
Graduate, Prepare 

for Deployment

Poppy
 Growth Rises, 
Drug Seizures 

Decline KABUL - The Kabul Military Train-
ing Center graduated 1,200 new 
Afghan National Army (ANA) of-
ficers on Tuesday at a ceremony 
attended by top Defense Ministry 
officials. The new officers join a 
growing military force that has tak-
en the reigns from foreign troops 
and claimed a readiness to either 
make peace with the Taliban, or de-
feat them on the battlefield.
Major General Mohammed Habib 
Hesari, General Commander of 
Education and Training for the Af-
ghan Ministry of Defense (MoD), 
spoke to the ANA graduates on 
Tuesday. The newly graduated of-
ficers are expected to utilize their 
particular skills and training focus-
es pursued at the capital’s Military 
Training Center against the armed 
insurgents and help restore security 
and stability to Afghanistan.
General Hesari called on the gradu-
ates to carry out their duties bearing 
the principles of honesty, patriot-
ism and faithfulness. “You should 
not be distressed about anything 
and do not think on any issue; you 
should only think about one issue, 
and that is how to eliminate the en-
emy and where,” he said.
According ...(More on P4)...(7)

KABUL - Senior Counter-
narcotics Officials On Tues-
day Said Poppy Cultivation 
And Drug Smuggling Contin-
ued To increase in the country 
and the level of drugs seized 
had declined.
Deputy Counternarcotics 
Minister Muhammad Ibra-
him Azhar told a gathering 
in Kabul that narcotics were 
not only injurious to health, 
but they propelled insecurity. 
“Therefore, it must be fought 
seriously.”
He said there had been a 
persistent rise in drugs pro-
duction since 2001, harming 
every segment of the society 
from good governance to se-
curity and development.
Azhar said countering narcot-
ics was not just related to his 
ministry, but public was also 
responsible to prevent poppy 
from being cultivated.
He promised continued ef-
forts at eradicating the men-
ace of drugs despite less 
equipment and facilities at 
hand.
A UN survey shows poppy 
cultivation increased by 7 
percent and hashish by 17 
percent in Afghanistan last 
season.
Haroon Rashid Shirzad, dep-
uty minister for policy and 
coordination at the Ministry 
of Counternarcotics, said the 
level of seizing drugs had 
gradually declined and deal-
ers ...(More on P4)...(6)

Daud Asas, told the general 
session that the security and 
economic situation was dete-
riorating with each passing 
day due to the acting officials.
Lashing out at the govern-
ment for the delay in cabinet 
formation, he said: “They 
could not form cabinet in 100 
days. On behalf of the Af-
ghanistan people, I request 
them (the president and the 
CEO) to stand down.”
His colleague from eastern 
Kunar province, Moham-
mad Amin Safi, held a similar 
view. He said the president 
and the CEO had been unable 
to choose 30 persons from the 
country’s 30 million popula-
tions in three months.
“The government should not 
have ...(More on P4)...(1)

KABUL - President 
Ashraf Ghani, who met 
on Monday with the new 
Russian ambassador to 
Kabul, stressed enhanced 
bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries.
Ghani received Alexan-
der Mantytskiy at the 
Presidential Palace and 
discussed with him is-
sues concerning bilateral 
relations, economy, trade 
and efforts at counter-
ing narcotics, a statement 
from the palace said.
The Russian ambassador, 
who presented his cre-

 BERLIN - German oppo-
sition lawmakers called 
Tuesday for an investiga-
tion into reports that the 
country’s army and for-
eign intelligence agency 
contributed to a NATO 
list of Taliban targets in 
Afghanistan, some of 
whom were killed.
Citing NATO documents, 
German newspapers Der 
Spiegel and Bild have 

dentials to the president, 
assured of his country’s 
support to the Afghan 
unity government.
He said he would try to 
further promote Russia’s 
relations with Afghani-
stan during his stay in 
Kabul.
The envoy said Russia 
was eager to complete 
construction projects his 
country had left unfin-
ished in Afghanistan.
Afghan deputy foreign 
minister Atiqullah Atif-
mal also held a separate 
...(More on P4)...(2)

reported that Germany 
was among the countries 
that added names of in-
surgents to the alliance’s 
Joint Prioritized Effects 
List, or JPEL.
Germany had the third-
largest contingent of 
troops participating in 
NATO’s International Se-
curity Assistance Force 
for Afghanistan, which 
ended ...(More on P4)...(9)


