SIGAR Report: “Enemy-Initiated
Attacks” Increased in Late 2019

KABUL - The US Inspector Gen-
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruc-
tion, also known as SIGAR, in a
report released this week said
Afghanistan will need as much
as $8.2 billion in aid a year
through to 2024, citing a recent
assessment by the World Bank.
In this report, SIGAR lays out its
oversight activities and provides
an update on reconstruction ef-
forts, including security metrics.
It also includes data and infor-
mation on US efforts in Afghani-
stan.

After several years of strong
gains, the growth rate of the
Afghan government’s domestic
revenues has stalled, the report
says.

It adds that poverty rates (less
than $1 a day income) are rapidly
increasing--from around 39% in

2012 to approximately 55% now,
while the number of jobs avail-
able to Afghans is declining. To
date, the US Congress has appro-

priated nearly $86.4 billion for security in Afghanistan, the report says, adding that this represents about
63% of US spending on Afghanistan reconstruction since 2002.
The quarterly report notes that despite consistent donor efforts to make the country more economically
self-reliant, grants totaling $8.5 billion per year ...( More on P4)...(7)

Check Posts Involved in
Extortion Removed

KANDAHAR - At least ten security
check posts blamed for extortion of
money from transporters have been
removed from the Kandahar - Zabul
highway.

Interim head for the Zabul police
headquarters, Zabihullah Zoben,
said has confirmed this.
Commenting on this, interior minis-
try spokesman, Nusrat Rahimi, said
these check posts were removed on

Friday. He added at least 12 suspects
have been referred to the Attorney
General’s office in this connection for
investigation.

This comes a month after transport-
ers took to the streets against extor-
tion of money and police high-hand-
edness on this key route between
Kandahar and Kabul. The protesters
claimed they are forced to pay up to
AFN 30,000 per truck. (SW)

Airstrike Kills All Members
of Family - Badghis

BADGHIS - An airstrike in Mo-
qor district of Badghis province
last night, killed all six members
of a family.

According to witnesses, a resi-
dence in Ander village of Moqor
district came under airstrike last
night that killed all members of a
family.

A member of Badghis provincial
council, confirms that a residen-
tial place was attacked.

He adds that it is not yet known
whether the Afghan or foreign air
forces have conducted the attack.

Explosive Laden Motorbike
Leaves 3 Injured in Urozgan

UROZGAN — According to local
officials in Urozgan, today [Feb-
ruary 1, 2020], an explosive laden
motorbike blasted in Trinkot, the
capital city of Urozgan, leaving
three civilians wounded.

The  provincial  governor’s
spokesperson, Zargi Ebadi, told
TKG that the explosion occurred
in Telani area of Trinkot city.

He blamed the Taliban for the
attack, adding that the security

Local officials in Badghis have not
commented in this regard. (ATN)

forces have already begun at-
tempts to arrest the perpetrators.
The armed Taliban,
have not commented on the inci-
dent so far. (TKG)

KABUL - Torn by four decades
of war and desperate poverty,
Afghanistan is believed to be sit-
ting on one of the richest troves
of minerals in the world. The
value of these resources has been
roughly estimated between $1-3
trillion.

Afghanistan has vast reserves of
gold, platinum, silver, copper,
iron, chromite, lithium, uranium,
and aluminium. The country’s
high-quality emeralds, rubies,
sapphires, turquoise, and lapis
lazuli have long charmed the
gemstone market. The United
States Geological Survey (USGS),
through its extensive scientific
research of minerals, concluded
that Afghanistan may hold 60
million metric tons of copper, 2.2
billion tons of iron ore, 1.4 mil-
lion tons of rare earth elements
(REEs) such as lanthanum, ce-
rium, neodymium, and veins of
aluminium, gold, silver, zinc,
mercury, and lithium. According
to Pentagon officials, their initial
analysis at one location in Ghaz-
ni province showed the potential
for lithium deposits as large as

however,

Afghanistan’s Mineral Resources
Are a Lost Opportunity
and AThreat

those of Bolivia, which has the
world’s largest known lithium
reserves. The USGS estimates
the Khanneshin deposits in Hel-
mand province will yield 1.1.-
1.4 million metric tons of REEs.
Some reports estimate Afghani-
stan REE resources are among
the largest on earth.

REEs have become essential part
of modern technology. They are
used in cell phones, televisions,
hybrid engines, computers, la-
sers, and batteries. U.S. Congres-
sional findings have called REEs
critical to national security. Ac-
cording to a Special Inspector
General for Afghanistan Recon-
struction (SIGAR) report, Wash-
ington has not had a unified
strategy for the development of
Afghanistan’s extractive indus-
tries.

Realizing the importance, criti-
cal capability and the Pentagon’s
increasing dependence on Chi-
nese REEs, U.S. President Don-
ald Trump in July 2019 amended
section 303 of the Defense Pro-
duction Act of 1950, thus author-
izing ...( More on P4)...(8)

Planned Afghanistan-England
Test May Not Happen

KABUL - An England-Afghan-
istan Test match, scheduled for
2021, may not happen, The Daily
Malil reports, saying the summer
will be dominated by white-ball
cricket.

Although England and Afghan
board have been in talks on the
one-off Test at Lord’s, the match

could not take place due to a clut-
tered schedule. A decision may
be taken in May.

In the summer of 2021, England
are slated to host India for a five-
Test home series.The two sides
may play a sixth match if they
reach the final of the first World
Test Championship. (Pajhwok)

Two Men Killed by Their Own
IED in Kabul: MOI

KABUL - Two people who were
involved in placing the explo-
sives were killed and one civilian
was wounded in today’s explo-
sion in PD5, said Nasrat Rahimi,
MOI spokesman

The explosion occurred around

2:50 pm Friday afternoon, Kabul
police spokesman Ferdaws Fra-
marz confirmed.

Faramarz said that the explosives
were embedded in a cart and the
blast occurred in a busy area of
Fazl Bek. (TOLO NEWS)

Aries (Mar. 22-Apr.20)

Feb 2, 2020 - You may have the sense that

something is going on around you that

you just can’t seem to grab hold of, Aries.

Your mind is bouncing this way and that

as if you're watching a ball in a tennis

match. Things may be changing rapidly
around you. You could feel like it's time to jump on
the bandwagon. Look before you leap, and go with
the flow.

Taurus (Apr.21-May 20)

Feb 2, 2020 - An opposing person or situ-

ation may rear its head today, Taurus.

Realize that you can draw on the same

energy that’s causing them to act and

state your point of view for the record.

Stand up against this force and let your
viewpoint be heard. Sometimes it's necessary to be a bit
rough and outspoken in order to bring peace and bal-
ance to an unstable situation.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Feb 2, 2020 - Today is a great day for

transformation, Gemini, and your ac-

tions have deeper than usual inner

meaning. Be careful where you aim

your arrow, because the tip of it has ex-

tra sting today. People might be rubbing
you the wrong way, making you feel like you're a pot
of water on a hot plate. The heat is turned up and the
cover is about to blow. Make sure you don’t hit any-
one when the lid flies off.

Cancer (June 21-July 20)

Feb 2, 2020 - Use today’s powerful en-

ergy to cut to the heart of the matter and

strip away the facade that’s currently do-

ing more harm than good. Open yourself

up to the world, Cancer, and show the
people around you that you have a great deal more
to offer than you’ve been revealing. Take a control-
ling role in the situation at hand and let your needs
be known.

Leo (July 21-Aug. 21)

Feb 2, 2020 - Try not to get blown off course

by the fire that seems to be raging around

you, Leo. Ultimately, you know what's

right and what's wrong, so don’t compro-

mise yourself or your sense of pride. Keep

an eye open to what is going on in your
circle, but don't feel like you need to chime in with a
certain course of action that doesn’t ring true with your
inner self. Control what you can, but don’t worry about
the other situations.

Virgo (Aug. 22-Sep 22 )

Feb 2, 2020 - Pick yourself up by your boot-

straps and go in for the kill today, Virgo.

You're in a terrific position to make some

strong and lasting impressions on others.
Any sort of group work is especially favored. There’s a
powerful boost behind your actions, so be careful where
you aim your weapons. Initiate action in the places where
issues seem to be stagnating. Transformation is a key as-
pect to healthy growth.

Libra (Sep 23-Oct. 22)

Feb 2, 2020 - Your emotional nature may

seem revved up for action today, Libra,

although it could be that you don’t know

what direction to drive in. The engine is

running, but for some reason the wind-
shield looks a bit cloudy. Try to key into the areas in your
life that need a major overhaul. Look to transform them
for the better. Once your windshield is clear, kick your
motor into gear and go for it.

Scorpio (Oct.23-Nov.22)

Feb 2, 2020 - There is a tremendous

amount of power at your disposal today,

Scorpio, and you should take care and use

it wisely. This is quite a transformative pe-

riod for you, and your body may be going
through many changes. You have the ability to make an
extremely strong impression on people today, so think
before you act. This energy can manifest as an accident or
something unhealthy if not used properly.

Sagittarius (Nov.23-Dec.20)

Feb 2, 2020 - There may be a big conflict

in your life that you seem almost pow-

erless to control at this time, Sagittarius.
It could feel like a war is raging around you and all
you want is for it to stop. Whether you realize it or
not, you do have a part to play in this situation and
you certainly do have the power to affect the out-
come of this quarrel. Take responsibility for your ac-
tions and step up to the plate.

Capricorn (Dec.21-Jan19)

Feb 2, 2020 - There is a powerful force that

seems to be working against you today,

Capricorn, but realize that you do have

the power to produce a positive outcome.
Use this conflict to find balance in an unstable situation
and try not to rock the boat too much with your superi-
ors. You have a great deal of fire under your belt today
and your actions are especially powerful. Consider en-
rolling in a class or seeking a path of spirituality.

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb.18) |

Feb 2, 2020 - People may seem especial-

ly insensitive to your feelings today,

Aquarius, but try not to get down on

them about it. You may feel a sudden

urge to act out in a physical manner,
and you should do it, but in a constructive way.
Get out of the house and take a walk or jog by a
lake or river. Open your mind from the cage it’s
been sitting in and get some perspective on your
life.

Pisces (Feb.19-Mar.20)

Feb 2, 2020 - Go for the gusto today, Pi-

sces. Nothing can stop you. You've got

a tremendous amount of power at your

disposal, so use it wisely. You can ac-
complish a great deal and make extremely positive
transformations in your life. Your physical vitality is
especially strong and your sex life may be especially
active. Make sure to share with others the enthusi-
asm you exude.

1. One on each hand, 6. Be unsuccessful, 10. Cards with 1 symbol, 14. Eagle’s nest, 15. Skin
disease, 16. Took flight, 17. Jungle, 19. Novice, 20. Public speaker, 21. It is (poetic), 22. Arab
chieftain, 23. Very cold, ,25. Liberated ,26. Stinging insect ,30. Leopardlike cat ,32. Take ad-
vantage of, 35. Family of a monarch, 39. A gripping hand tool, 40. Covet, 41. Reasonable

43. Sure, 44. Afternoon nap, 46. God of love, 47. Swindle, 50. Ballet skirts, 53. Low-fat, 54.
Arrive (abbrev.), 55. Weaken, 60. Where the sun rises, 61. A lively whirling Italian dance, 63.
Affirm, 64. Poems, 65. Lazybones, 66. Depend, 67. Anagram of “Meat”, 68. Nuzzled

Down

1. Tropical tuber, 2. Listen, 3. Murres, 4. Pepper____, 5. Confuse, 6. Not near, 7. Vinegary,
8. Business executive, 9. Permits, 10. A delayed flavor sensation, 11. Climate, 12. Creepy,
13. Epee or saber, 18. Mineral rock, 24. A parcel of land, 25. Vestibule, 26. Cried, 27.
Spindle, 28. Whirl, 29. An amusing remark, 31. Prospector’s find, 33. Course around a
star or planet, 34. Small island, 36. Teller of untruths, 37. Threesome, 38. Cravings, 42.
A dais, 43. Feline, 45. Gun enclosure, 47. Transparent, 48. Throw with effort, 49. Artist’s
workstand, 51. A large vase, 52. Lustrous fabric, 54. “Smallest” particle, 56. Start over, 57.
LLLL,58. Runaway, 59. 36 inches, 62. An Old Testament king

Yesterday’s Solution

again alive alternative at-
traction cant celebrate clash
could crazy drive finish
flower gain goat green grid
heart mere natural neap
Ppanic party paste peaceful
people real rhythm roaches
sacred seer sorry speak
spice sugar together verge...




