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TEHRAN  - Supreme 
Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei 
warned of the arrogant 
powers’ plots to impede 
Iran’s progress in differ-
ent scientific and tech-
nological fields, and said 
even if Tehran accepts all 
the demands of the world 
powers in the nuclear 
standoff, they will never 
remove their embargos 
against the country.
“Their main goal of such 
measures (sanctions) is 
humiliation of the Ira-
nian nation and stopping 
the nation and Islamic 
Republic’s great move 
towards a new Islamic 
civilization and I believe 
that even if we accept the 
demands that they (want 
to) dictate to us in the nu-

BEIJING - Even as 
growth slows and labor 
costs skyrocket, foreign 
investors keep pouring 
capital into China.
Politically and economi-
cally stable, with a huge 
pool of still relatively 
cheap labor and improv-
ing infrastructure, China 
remains the powerhouse 
of global production. An 
expanding local mar-
ket of increasingly rich 
consumers has attracted 
companies from around 
the world who want a 
piece of the pie.
Although China’s 
growth slowed last year, 
the 7.4-percent rise is still 
the envy of most other 
countries.
For the first time since 
2003, China has replaced 
the United States as the 
top destination for for-
eign direct investment 
- investor confidence in-
deed. For most, it is not 

QUETTA – Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif on Wednesday 
said that it is an occa-
sion of achievement that 
the Federal government, 
Balochistan government, 
and armed forces are on 
all on the same page.
The Pakistani Prime 
Minister chaired the Ba-
lochistan Apex Com-
mittee meeting where 
amongst the participants 
were Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) General Raheel 
Sharif, Senior Minister 
Nawab Sanaullah Zehri, 
and former Prime Minis-
ter Mir Zafarullah Khan 
Jamali.
During the meeting, the 
PM went on to say that 
important decisions will 
be taken today regarding 
the provincial National 
Action Plan (NAP) and 
that it is the responsibil-
ity of all the provinces to 
fully commit to the pro-
gress of implementation 
of NAP.He further said 
that the progress was not 

DUSHANBE - 
Tajikistan’s fuel imports 
have reportedly reduced. 
The Agency for Statis-
tics under the President 
of Tajikistan said 37,400 
tons of oil products to a 
total amount of 30.1 mil-
lion U.S. dollars were 
delivered to the country 
last month, which was 
45 percent fewer than in 
January 2014.In January 
2014, Tajikistan reported-
ly imported 66,500 tons 
of oil products to the to-
tal amount of 56.7 million 
U.S. dollars.
In 2014, Tajikistan im-

NEW DELHI - Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Wednesday said 
India will build a strong 
defense industry which 
gives room for public, 
private and foreign play-
ers to invest and develop.
Addressing an air show 
in the southern city 
Bangalore, Modi also 
said it was important to 
modernize India’s de-
fense forces and increase 
preparedness.
Inaugurating the 10th 
edition of the Aero India 
2015, Modi said India has 
to equip for the needs of 
the future, where tech-
nology will play a major 
role.Modi said the gov-
ernment was focusing 
on developing India’s 

LONDON - The multina-
tional energy giant, Brit-
ish Petroleum (BP) says 
the oil output by the Or-
ganization of the Petrole-
um Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) will reach record 
levels by 2030.In its new-
ly-released Energy Out-
look 2035, BP says, “The 
current weakness in the 
oil market, which stems 
in large part from strong 
growth in tight oil pro-
duction in the US is likely 
to take several years to 
work through, but fur-
ther out, the growth in 
tight oil is likely to slow 
and Middle East produc-
tion will gain ground 
once more.”According 
to the energy giant, “The 
call on OPEC crude be-
gins to increase, exceed-
ing the historical high (32 
Mb/d in 2007) by 2030.”It 
says China and India are 
among the main drivers 

WASHINGTON - Presi-
dent Barack Obama is 
convening a summit 
Wednesday on the threat 
of violent extremism 
just as the situation has 
gotten worse, with the 
Islamic State group me-
tastasizing and European 
cities learning firsthand 
that extremism’s reach is 
not confined to the Mid-
dle East.
As crises boil over 
in Yemen and Libya, 
Obama is asking Con-
gress to take a tough vote 
backing his military plan 
to defeat IS extremists in 
Iraq and Syria. But U.S. 
military action has so far 
proven the wrong tool to 
combat a robust social 
media and propaganda 
operation whose success 

UNITED NATIONS - 
The special representa-
tive of the UN secretary-
general for Iraq, Nickolay 
Mladenov, on Tuesday 
stressed the optimism 
he feels for the country’s 
future, while tempering 
those hopes with fear 
over the many things 
that can go wrong and 
saying the most pressing 
goal for the Middle East 
nation remains defeating 
Islamic State in Iraq and 
the Levant ( ISIL).
“I am a paranoid opti-
mist,” Mladenov said in 
his final briefing as the 
UN Iraq envoy to the UN 
Security Council, noting 
the efforts made by the 
Iraqi political, commu-
nity and religious lead-
ers to save their country 
from terror. “Today, 
more than ever, there is a 
growing understanding 
that the country can only 
move forward based on 
the principles of democ-
racy, rule of law, respect 
for diversity and inclu-

ATHENS/FRANKFURT 
- Greece will submit a 
request to the euro zone 
on Thursday to extend 
a “loan agreement” for 
up to six months but EU 
paymaster Germany says 
no such deal is on offer 
and Athens must stick to 
the terms of its existing 
international bailout.
The move, confirmed by 
an official spokesman, is 
an attempt by the new 
leftist-led government 
of Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras to keep a finan-
cial lifeline for an interim 

WELLINGTON - The de-
fense ministers of New 
Zealand and Australia 
met Wednesday to dis-
cuss what action they will 
take in the fight against 
Islamic State insurgents 
in Iraq.
New Zealand Defence 
Minister Gerry Brown-
lee said the talks in Mel-
bourne with Austral-
ian counterpart Kevin 
Andrews would cover 
a range of regional and 
international security is-
sues, including the fight 
against the Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL) and the future de-
fense capability projects.
“Australia is our closest 
security and trade part-
ner and it is important 
we regularly share our 
perspectives on interna-

clear issue, the sanctions 
will not be removed since 
they are opposed to the 
(Islamic) Revolution in 
essence,” Ayatollah said 
in Tehran on Wednes-
day, addressing a large 
number of visiting Irani-
ans from East Azerbaijan 
province.
He elaborated on the 
underlying cause of eco-
nomic problems in Iran, 
and said, “One of the 
most important prob-
lems is the arrogant pow-
ers’ plots after the end 
of the (Iraqi-) imposed 
war (1980-1988) to pre-
vent Iran from becoming 
an influential economic 
pole in the region and the 
world.”
Ayatollah Khamenei 
pointed to the western 
...(More on P4)...(29) 

just about a competitive 
manufacturing base, it is 
about proximity and ac-
cess to China’s vast army 
of prospective custom-
ers.
True, China is losing 
some labor-intensive 
manufacturers to lower 
cost countries, but high-
end products are blos-
soming as investment 
shifts to more sophisti-
cated sectors.
China’s industrial clus-
ters of raw materials and 
skilled labor, suppliers 
and logistics, designers 
and factories, all in one 
location, are hard to find 
in other countries.
While labor costs have 
risen in the developed 
coastal regions, interior 
provinces and small-
er cities remain much 
cheaper and are now 
more accessible than ever 
due to better infrastruc-
ture.(Agencies)

only being watched by 
the people of all the re-
spective provinces but in 
fact the whole nation is 
seeking tangible results.
PM Nawaz also said 
that some provinces 
were progressing slowly 
on the implementation 
while some faster. He 
added that provinces 
should treat this as a 
competition.
He reiterated that NAP 
was not formulated by 
the federal government 
alone and it was a con-
sensus by all political 
parties and the whole na-
tion.
Earlier today, the PM 
and the COAS arrived 
in Quetta to attend the 
meeting.
The meeting also re-
viewed the law and order 
situation in the province 
as well as development 
projects.The PM is also 
expected to hold meet-
ings with political lead-
ership and party leaders 
in (Agencies)

ported 580,000 tons of oil 
products.  376,000 of oil 
products were delivered 
to the country in 2013 
and 373,000 tons of oil 
products were delivered 
to Tajikistan in 2012.
Russia provides the 
bulk of Tajikistan’s fuel 
imports.  Under the in-
dicative fuel balance en-
dorsed for 2015, Russia 
is expected to deliver one 
million tons of duty-free 
oil products to Tajikistan.  
A totaled is expected to 
include 600,000 tons of 
gasoline and diesel fuel. 
(Asia-Plus)

defense industry with a 
sense of “mission”, mak-
ing it at the heart of the 
Make in India program, a 
brain child of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party govern-
ment.
“Have introduced signif-
icant reforms in our off-
sets policy. I am acutely 
aware that it still needs 
a lot of improvements. 
Will pursue them,” he 
added.Modi also praised 
the world arms industri-
alists to support India by 
participating in the air 
show, one of the biggest 
in the world.Numerous 
American, European, 
Russian and Israeli arms 
companies are participat-
ing in the annual show. 
(Xinhua)

for oil demand in Asia, 
“Asia’s import depend-
ency rises from 23% in 
2013 to 27% by 2035. Oil 
accounts for 60% of that 
rise, with imports ac-
counting for over 80% of 
Asian oil consumption by 
2035. Asia’s oil imports in 
2035 are almost as large 
as OPEC’s current entire 
oil production.”China re-
mains the largest contrib-
utor to world demand 
growth and will replace 
the United States as the 
world’s top oil consumer 
by 2035.India’s import 
requirements also grow 
rapidly, with imports ac-
counting for almost 90% 
of its total oil demand by 
2035,” it added.
Meantime, BP says, 
“North America switches 
from being a net import-
er of energy to a net ex-
porter this year (2015).” 
(Press TV)

RIGA - NATO on 
Wednesday urged Rus-
sia to withdraw all forces 
from eastern Ukraine and 
to end its support for the 
pro-Moscow separatists 
as a ceasefire appeared to 
unravel.
“I urge Russia to with-
draw all its forces from 
eastern Ukraine, to stop 
all its support for the 
separatists and to respect 
the Minsk agreement,” 
NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg said in 
the Latvian capital Riga.
“The ceasefire has not 
been respected,” he told 
reporters before meeting 
with EU defence min-
isters and said he was 
“deeply concerned by the 
deteriorating situation” 
in eastern Ukraine.
“Russian forces, artillery 
and air defence units as 

NATO Urges Russia to ‘Withdraw 
All Its Forces’ from E.Ukraine...(More on P4)...()
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at recruiting fighters and 
jihadists from western 
communities, including 
such U.S. cities as Denver 
and Chicago, has been 
alarmingly impressive.
With that threat in mind, 
Obama is hoping to 
concentrate the world’s 

sivity.”
Even though the national 
unity government was 
set on addressing many 
long-standing concerns 
of the Iraqi people, Mlad-
enov said that he remains 
“paranoid.”
“So many things can go 
wrong,” he said. “ISIL re-
mains in control of most 
of Iraq’s western prov-
inces, the fragile efforts 
towards unity and recon-
ciliation need to be care-
fully nurtured if they are 
to bear fruit, while the 
economy has been hit by 
falling oil prices and sky-
rocketing security costs,” 
he said.
Iraq is facing an insur-
gency by the jihadist 
group ISIL, also known 
as the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria (ISIS) or 
the Islamic State (IS), 
which has forced thou-
sands of people mainly 
from minority commu-
nities to flee their homes 
since late last year.
The group, whose fight-

period while sidestep-
ping tough austerity con-
ditions in the EU/IMF 
program.
An EU source said 
whether finance minis-
ters of the 19-nation cur-
rency bloc, who rejected 
such ideas at a meeting 
on Monday, accept the 
request as a basis to re-
sume negotiations will 
depend on how it is for-
mulated.
Hardline German Fi-
nance Minister Wolfgang 
Schaeuble poured scorn 
on the Greek gambit, tell-

focus on the need to 
combat the underlying 
ideologies that entice oth-
erwise modern individu-
als — including many 
disaffected youth — to be-
head a non-believer, kid-
nap a schoolgirl or shoot 
...(More on P4)...(27)

ers had seized vast 
swaths of territory in 
northern Iraq since June 
2014 and announced the 
establishment of a ca-
liphate in areas under 
its control in Syria and 
Iraq, has released vid-
eos showing beheadings 
of people including two 
American journalists and 
a British aid worker.
Mladenov also touched 
upon the Iraqi govern-
ment’s “important steps” 
on political and institu-
tional reform, economic 
and social reconstruction 
and national reconcilia-
tion, as well as its efforts 
to engage countries in 
the region.
“Iraq’s most pressing 
goal remains to win 
back territory taken by 
the Islamic State in Iraq 
and the Levant, ISIL,” 
he said. “The authorities 
have pledged to provide 
military and financial 
assistance to local lead-
ers and tribal fighters to 
...(More on P4)...(28) 

ing broadcaster ZDF on 
Tuesday evening: “It’s 
not about extending a 
credit program but about 
whether this bailout pro-
gram will be fulfilled, yes 
or no.”
However, German Econ-
omy Minister Sigmar 
Gabriel, leader of the 
Social Democratic junior 
partners in conservative 
Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel’s coalition, welcomed 
what he called the signal 
from the Greek govern-
ment that it was ready to 
negotiate.(Reuters)

BEIRUT - Syrian rebels 
on Wednesday regained 
much of the territory 
north of the city of Alep-
po lost to government 
troops in fierce fighting 
the previous day in ongo-
ing clashes that left more 
than 100 dead on both 
sides, activists said.
The violence came as 
U.N. envoy Staffan de 
Mistura said he received 
a government commit-
ment to suspend air-
strikes on the city of 
Aleppo for six weeks, 
which would allow a 
proposed U.N. plan to 
“freeze” hostilities in the 
country’s largest city to 
be tested.
De Mistura briefed the 
Security Council late 
Tuesday on his efforts 
to find a solution to Syr-
ia’s civil war, which has 
killed more than 220,000 
people. The envoy said 
he will return to Syria 
“as soon as possible” to 
assess whether the gov-
ernment’s commitment is 
possible and to announce 
a start date.
An activist in Aleppo 
said most rebel factions 
will abide by a truce if 
the government stops 
airstrikes and release 
detainees, starting with 
female prisoners. Ahmad 
Hamed said via Skype 
that the al-Qaida-linked 
Nusra Front, which has a 
small presence in the city, 
is not expected to abide 
by the plan.The Islamic 
State group is about 30 
kilometers northeast of 
the city. (AP)

well as command and 
control elements are 
still active in Ukraine,” 
he said, adding that 
“there has been a steady 
buildup of tanks and ar-
moured vehicles across 
the border from Russia 
to Ukraine.”
“The refusal of the sepa-
ratists to respect the 
ceasefire threatens the 

agreement as does the 
denial of access to the 
area for OSCE monitors.”
Stoltenberg urged Mos-
cow to “use all its influ-
ence on the separatists to 
make them respect the 
ceasefire”.
“We will provide practi-
cal support for Ukraine, 
with modernising and 
reforming the defence 

army and of course we 
are also adapting our 
own defence posture to 
the fact that we see that 
the security environment 
in Europe is changing 
because of the actions of 
Russia in Ukraine.”
NATO agreed earlier 
this month to dramati-
cally boost its defences 
with six command cen-

tional defense and secu-
rity,” Brownlee said in a 
statement from his office.
Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Ibrahim al-Ja’afari of-
ficially requested New 
Zealand military assis-
tance in the fight against 
ISIL on a visit to Auck-
land last week during 
talks with Brownlee, 
Foreign Minister Murray 
McCully and Prime Min-
ister John Key.
McCully said New Zea-
land would talk with 
Australia about the pos-
sibility of sending train-
ing troops to Iraq.
The government an-
nounced on Feb. 10 that 
New Zealand troops had 
begun contingency train-
ing for a deployment to 
Iraq.Key has repeatedly 
ruled out New Zealand 

troops being involved 
in combat, and said that 
if troops were sent they 
would only train Iraqi 
troops.
The announcement 
fueled the controversy 
over the move, which, 
political opponents said, 
was planned and decid-
ed months ago.
On Monday, Chief of 
the New Zealand De-
fence Force, Lieutenant 
General Tim Keating an-
nounced he would this 
week attend a meeting 
in Saudi Arabia of de-
fense chiefs who belong 
to the coalition against 
ISIL in Iraq.The meeting 
was one of a series being 
held so coalition chiefs of 
defense could discuss the 
situation regarding ISIL. 
(Xinhua)

tres in eastern Europe 
and a spearhead force of 
5,000 troops, to counter 
what the alliance called 
Russian aggression in 
Ukraine.Britain, France, 
Germany, Italy, Poland 
and Spain have agreed to 
take the lead in forming 
the spearhead rapid reac-
tion force, which would 
be available to deploy 
within a week in a crisis.
The six “command and 
control” centres that will 
help the deployment of 
the force will be in Bul-
garia, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland and 
Romania, with a corps 
headquarters in Szczecin, 
Poland.All six countries 
were once in the Soviet 
Union’s orbit and have 
voiced deep concern 
about Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine. (AFP)

ARTEMIVSK - Ukrain-
ian troops pulled out of 
the flashpoint eastern 
town of Debaltseve on 
Wednesday after it was 
stormed by pro-Russian 
rebels in what the EU 
said was a “clear viola-
tion” of an international-
ly-backed truce.
Ukrainian President Pet-
ro Poroshenko said 80 
percent of the thousands 
of soldiers in the town 
-- a strategic railway hub 
sandwiched between the 
two main rebel-held cit-
ies of Donetsk and Lu-
gansk -- had withdrawn.
AFP journalists near the 
town but prevented from 
entering saw dozens of 
army tanks and vehicles 
carrying haggard sol-
diers leaving Debaltseve.
The rebels’ assault on 
Debaltseve dealt a heavy 
blow to the European-...
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