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Iran, Russia Presidents 
Urge Continuation of 

Anti-Terror Fight

Imran Rejects Electoral Ties 
with ‘Parties Involved in 

Corruption’

Islamic State Emirs Killed 
By Turkish Warplanes in Syria

US General Praises Iraqi Forces Fighting in Mosul

China’s Investment in US 
in New Year Expected to 

Grow Fast 

TEHRAN - The presi-
dents of Iran and Russia 
have welcomed the ongo-
ing nationwide ceasefire 
in Syria, stressing the im-
portance of carrying out 
more measures to fight 
terrorist groups.
In a telephone conver-
sation on Saturday, Ira-
nian President Hassan 
Rouhani and his Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Pu-
tin said the battle against 
terrorism and terrorist 
groups, including Daesh 
and Jabhat Fateh al-Sh-
am, formerly known as 
al-Nusra Front, must con-
tinue.
The two presidents ex-
changed views about 
cooperation among Iran, 
Russia and Syria ahead of 
the peace talks due to be 
held in Astana, Kazakh-
stan, between the parties 
to the Syrian conflict.
“We welcome the cease-
fire which was achieved 
in Syria as a result of co-
operation among Iran, 
Russia and Syria, and 
we also regard as neces-
sary further consultation 

KARACHI - Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) 
chairman Imran Khan 
has predicted that his par-
ty will come out strong in 
the next general elections 
while reiterating that it 
will not develop electoral 
ties with any political 
party involved in corrupt 
practices. “The PTI is the 
only party which can hold 
massive rallies in any 
city of the country. We’ll 
go in the next elections 
with full preparedness 
and strength,” he said at 
a press conference at the 
Insaf House, the party’s 
provincial headquarters, 
here on Saturday.
Mr Khan said that Kara-
chi was a city of literate 
and politically aware peo-
ple where his party had 

WASHINGTON - Chi-
na’s direct investment 
in the U.S. is expected to 
grow fast in 2017, but po-
litical realties pose major 
downside risk to it, ac-
cording to a research re-
port by a U.S. consulting 
firm.
Chinese companies in-
vested a record of 45.6 
billion U.S. dollars in the 
U.S. in 2016, tripling the 
amount in 2015, said the 
Rhodium Group in its re-
cent report.
Although merger and 
acquisition remain the 
primary Chinese invest-
ment in U.S., greenfield 

and coordination among 
countries ahead of the 
Kazakhstan meeting,” 
Rouhani said.
The Iranian president 
also stressed the impor-
tance of sending more 
humanitarian aid to the 
Syrian people, particular-
ly those living in militant-
held cities.
“It is very important that 
we protect and safeguard 
this ceasefire after the re-
cent victories,” he added. 
The ceasefire agreement 
excludes the most brutal 
of terror outfits operating 
in Syria, namely Daesh 
and Jabhat Fateh al-Sh-
am.
The truce was mediated 
by Russia and Turkey, 
which respectively rep-
resented the Syrian gov-
ernment and the anti-Da-
mascus militants.
Ankara has stepped up 
its cooperation with Mos-
cow recently, prompting 
speculation that Turkey 
might be moving away 
from the US, which is 
supporting Kurdish mili-
tants in Syria. (Presstv)

secured 800,000 votes in 
the 2013 general election. 
However, he admitted 
that the PTI could not ma-
terialise the astonishing 
support from the city’s 
areas, which had histori-
cally been strongholds 
of the Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement (MQM).
“We were not organ-
ised then, but now we 
will take part with full 
strength in next elections 
in Karachi,” he said. “Ma-
fias rule the city putting it 
under the mountains of 
garbage amid continued 
shortages of water,” he 
said. “Sindh police are 
plagued by political in-
terference, which is why 
a good inspector general 
has been thrown out of 
office. (Monitoring Desk)

investment is continuing 
fast expansion, the report 
said. The rising Chinese 
investment to certain 
degree reflected China’s 
economic restructuring. 
“In contrast to the domi-
nance of fossil fuel invest-
ments before 2013, more 
than 90 percent of Chi-
nese FDI (foreign direct 
investment) in 2016 was 
targeting U.S. services 
and advanced manufac-
turing sectors,” it said.
Real estate and hospital-
ity, information and com-
munications technology, 
entertainment, and finan-
cial ...(More on P4)...(28)

ISTANBUL - Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan vowed on Sun-
day to fight against terror-
ism “to the end,” hours 
after a shooting attack on 
a night club in Istanbul left 
39 dead.
In a written statement, the 
president voiced his deter-
mination to continue the 
struggle against terrorism, 
saying “as a nation we will 
fight to the end against not 
just the armed attacks of 
groups and the forces be-
hind them, but also against 
economic, political and so-
cial attacks.”
“We are aware that these 

Erdogan Pledges Continued Fighting 
Against Terrorism 

ANKARA - Turkish air-
strikes in Syria killed two 
Islamic State group emirs 
this week amid ongoing 
international negotiations 
over how to end the five-
year-old Syrian civil war 
and halt the militant group 
also known as ISIS. Abu 
Ansari and Ebu Hussein 
Tunusi were both killed in 
separate airstrikes carried 
out by the government in 
Ankara, Turkish media re-
ported Saturday. 
Ansari was killed Friday 
by Turkish warplanes in 
the northern Syrian town 

IRBIL, Iraq - A senior 
U.S. military commander 
on Sunday praised Iraqi 
forces fighting to recap-
ture the northern city of 
Mosul from the Islamic 
State group, saying they 
were “at their peak” and 
adjusting well to changing 
realities on the battlefield.

of al-Bab under the govern-
ment’s Euphrates Shield 
operation that began four 
months ago. In all, Turkey 
claimed 12 ISIS militants 
were killed in the attack 
that also involved Russian 
fighter jets providing sup-
port to Ankara for the first 
time in the area, Reuters 
reported.
Tunusi was killed in an 
airstrike in the same area 
Thursday when a vehicle 
transporting the ISIS lead-
er and his bodyguards was 
reportedly hit. ISIS had 
recently directed Tunusi 

Brig. Gen. Rick Uribe told 
The Associated Press he 
agrees with the forecast 
given by Iraqi Prime Min-
ister Haider al-Abadi that 
it would take another 
three months to liberate 
Mosul, the last Iraqi urban 
center still in the hands of 
the extremist group.

to leave his post in Raqqa, 
the group’s stronghold in 
Syria, to represent the mili-
tants in al-Bab.
Little else was known 
about Ansari and Tunusi. 

“We are on pretty close 
to where we want to be,” 
Uribe said, adding that 
military planners knew 
that while the initial push 
toward the city would be 
quick, progress would be-
come “significantly” slow-
er on the city’s fringes.
Speaking in Irbil, capital 

Turkey’s air campaign in 
Syria has also resulted in 
the deaths of dozens of 
Kurdish fighters in north-
ern Syria in recent months.  
...(More on P4)...(25)

of the self-ruled Kurdish 
region in northern Iraq, 
Uribe said Iraqi forces 
north and south of Mo-
sul have made progress 
since a new advance was 
launched last week after a 
two-week lull in fighting.
A government campaign 
to ...(More on P4)...(26)

attacks carried out by dif-
ferent terrorist organiza-
tions targeting our citizens 
are not independent from 
incidents happening in 
our region,” he said. “We 
are determined to destroy 
the attacks and threats 
against our country from 
its root.”
Early Sunday morning, a 
gunman stormed into a 
popular night club known 
as Reina in the district of 
Besiktas, and shot at hun-
dreds of people gather-
ing there for New Year 
celebrations, killing 39 
people and injuring 69         
...(More on P4)...(23)

S.Korea Denounces DPRK 
Leader’s New Year Address 

on Rocket Test-Launch 

Parcel Bomb at Far-
Right Bookshop Wounds 

Italian Policeman

Spain: 1,100 
Migrants Try to Breach 
N. African Border Fence

SEOUL - South Korea on 
Sunday denounced the 
New Year’s address by the 
Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea (DPRK)’s 
top leader Kim Jong Un on 
rocket test-launch.
Seoul’s unification min-
istry issued a short state-
ment, saying the ministry 
strongly condemns the 
speech in which Kim said 
his country had entered a 
final stage to test-launch 
an intercontinental ballistic 
rocket.
The statement also 
slammed the top DPRK 
leader’s pledge to continue 
to strengthen its nuclear 
and pre-emptive strike ca-

ROME - A parcel bomb 
with a timer exploded 
early Sunday morning 
in front of a Florence 
bookstore run by a neo-
fascist group, seriously 
wounding a policeman 
trying defuse the de-
vice, authorities said.
Anti-terrorism police 
discovered the package 
while patrolling sensi-
tive sites and called in 
the bomb squad, Flor-
ence police chief Alber-
to Intini told RAI state 
television.
The package detonated 
as a police expert was 
approaching it at about 
5:30 a.m. (04:30 GMT), 
Intini said.
The officer was rushed 
to hospital where his 

BARCELONA, Spain 
- More than 50 Moroc-
can and Spanish border 
guards were injured 
repelling around 1,100 
African migrants who 
attempted to storm a 
border fence and enter 
Spain’s North African 
enclave of Ceuta, Span-
ish authorities said Sun-
day.
A regional government 
spokesman told The As-
sociated Press that 50 
Moroccan and five Span-
ish border guards were 
injured early on Sunday 
when the large group of 
migrants tried to enter 
Spain.
The spokesman said two 
migrants managed to 
reach Spanish soil. Both 
were injured in scaling 
the six-meter (20-foot) 

pabilities, describing the 
remarks as threats.
It urged Pyongyang to 
immediately stop shift-
ing responsibility for the 
strained inter-Korean rela-
tions to Seoul and to stop 
intervening in internal 
affairs by mentioning the 
recent candlelit vigils and 
the impeachment of Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye.
The ministry reiterated its 
position that the DPRK’s 
nuclear development 
will never be accepted by 
South Korea as well as the 
international community, 
warning that Pyongyang 
would face much stronger  
...(More on P4)...(24)

left hand was amputat-
ed, a police source told 
Reuters. The blast also 
left him blind in one 
eye, the source said. 
Police are investigating 
and would not specu-
late on who placed the 
bomb or why.
“It’s the third attack in a 
year on the bookstore,” 
Gianluca Iannone, 
president of far-right 
group CasaPound, 
said in a statement. “It 
was a clearly political 
attack,” he added.
In the 1970s and ‘80s, 
Italy was marred by 
far-left and far-right 
extremist attacks. In 
recent, years such vio-
lence has become much 
less frequent. (Reuters)

-high border fence and 
were taken to a hospital 
by Spanish police. He 
spoke anonymously in 
line with government 
policy.
A further 100 migrants 
climbed the fence, but 
Spanish agents sent 
them directly back to 
Morocco.
Last month, more than 
400 migrants succeeded 
in breaching Ceuta’s 
fence in one of the big-
gest crossing attempts 
of recent years.
Hundreds of sub-Saha-
ran African migrants 
living illegally in Mo-
rocco try to enter Ceuta 
and Melilla, Spain’s 
other North African en-
clave, each year in hope 
of getting to Europe.
...(More on P4)...(27)

Iran Hailed over ‘JCPOA-
Style’ Gas Deal with 

Turkmens
TEHRAN - Iran’s me-
dia have hailed the 
country’s success to re-
solve a gas dispute with 
Turkmenistan despite 
demands from Ash-
gabat for Tehran to pay 
$1.8 billion in alleged 
unpaid arrears for his-
toric gas deliveries.
The country’s IRNA 
news agency described 
the success as similar to 
a nuclear deal that Teh-
ran sealed with world 
powers last year – a 
landmark achievement 
that drew local and in-
ternational praise.
“Iran was able to use 

smart diplomacy in gas 
talks with Turkmeni-
stan and guarantee its 
national interests at 
minimum costs,” wrote 
the news agency in an 
article. 
“This deal proved 
that negotiation … is 
still the best way to 
resolve differences. 
That is the reason why 
some describe the re-
cent agreement [with 
Turkmenistan] as the  
JCPOA-style gas deal,” 
it added in reference to 
the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action that  
...(More on P4)...(29)

 
ALL CUSTOMERS AS PER MENTIONED LIST 
While reviewing the dormant accounts, we have noticed that no transaction has taken place in your 
above account and no statement of account has been requested by you during the last ten years. As 
per the Central Bank of Afghanistan regulations such accounts are to be treated as Dormant / 
Unclaimed Accounts. We hereby give you three months’ notice and request you to contact us as 
soon as possible in respect of your above account. Please note that if we don’t receive any 
acknowledgment or reply from you before expiry of the notice period, we shall be obliged to deliver 
the amount of credit balance in your above account to the DA Afghanistan Bank without any further 
notice to you. 
 

Serial Account ID Title of Account Product 
1 01700027 NAJIBULLAH S/O ABDUL GHAFOOR CA-AFS 
2 01700106 MUAHAMMAD ISSA CA-AFS 
3 01700162 WAZHMA CA-AFS 
4 01800028 SHARIF KHAN CA-USD 
5 01800046 MOHAMMAD ISSA CA-USD 
6 01800081 SHABBIR AHMAD / SHER ALAM CA-USD 
7 01800113 WAIS UD DIN CA-USD 
8 01800128 BISMILLAH  S/O  ABDUL RAZZAQ CA-USD 
9 01800136 ALI MUHAMMAD CA-USD 

10 01800145 MUHAMMAD NASIR CA-USD 
11 01800210 MIR AHMAD GHAZNAVI CA-USD 
12 01800267 M/S RECONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY AFGHANISTAN (RAFA) CA-USD 
13 01800290 M/S SHIRKAT SAKHTMANI SHADAB ZAFAR CA-USD 
14 01800357 ABDUL RAHIM SOOFIZADEH CA-USD 
15 01800422 M/S A.P.C LTD CA-USD 
16 01800425 AHMAD ZAKI CA-USD 
17 01800430 M/S NUSRAT NAWAB LIMITED CA-USD 
18 01800435 ZALMAI CA-USD 
19 01800442 AUSTAD BADRAZAMAN BADAR CA-USD 
20 01800515 FARIHA KHAIR KHWA CA-USD 
21 01800531 FAZEL EHSAN LTD CA-USD 
22 01800804 MOHAMMAD KARIM CA-USD 
23 01800886 M/S MILLI CONSTRUCTION CO CA-USD 
24 01800956 M/S AFGHAN ASIA CO LTD CA-USD 
25 01801118 FAHEEM FAZAL / YASIR CA-USD 
26 01801234 FAZL ULLAH / AHMAD ZAKIR CA-USD 
27 01801445 MOHAMMAD DAUD KOHISTANI CA-USD 
28 01801619 SAKAR NECDET CA-USD 
29 01801743 M/S NAJIB WAHID LTD CA-USD 
30 01801867 M/S NASIR EKHPALWAK LTD CA-USD 
31 01801893 M/S AMIN HAROON LIMITED CA-USD 
32 01801984 AKBAR SHERZAY ROAD AND CONSTRUCTION COMPANY CA-USD 
33 01860038 SAYED AHMAD LIMITED CA-EUR 
34 01870009 EMAL KHAN CA-STG 
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