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After SAFF Loss

T

here were high hopes that Afghanistan would win the South
Asian Football Federation (SAFF) Championship final for the
second time; but the Afghan team could not make it in an interesting final match against India. Afghanistan played as the defending champions as they had won the Cup in the 2013 edition in
Kathmandu. The match was played in Thiruvananthapuram, India
on Sunday, Jan 03, and the Indian team had the advantage of home
crowd as well. Afghan team played to its full strength and determination but lost the match 2-1 in the extra-time.
Though Afghan team faced a defeat the fans were not really disappointed and they gathered in a large number at the airport to receive
the Afghan players. For them the real achievement was that their
team had qualified for the final match. Their welcome was, therefore,
not different from the last one when their team had returned after
winning the SAFF final.
For Afghanistan it is really a great achievement that Afghan team
could qualify for the final. Looking at the socio-political scenario, it is
really difficult to expect that the country is in a position where it can
concentrate properly on different games. However, different individuals and teams, in certain sports have not disappointed the nation
though they face myriads of problems in their games. The developed
countries of the world, having solved most of their basic problems
can concentrate more on sports and they are able to allocate more
budgets as well for different sports event. But for Afghanistan it is
very difficult that the government should spend a large amount on
sports as it has to deal with many other issues.
Nonetheless, it is important that different sports and games must be
promoted within a country as it will develop not only sportsmanship
but also support in solving certain social evils as well. Youngsters,
who get engaged in different sports, are able to keep themselves
away from different social evils and, thus, they can play a constructive and positive role within the society.
Sports can also be a way of earning fame and respect for the country.
Different individuals and teams basically represent different nations
in the regional and international sports event. Therefore, they bring
good name to their countries if they are able to win the events.
Sports can be helpful in promoting positive relations among different nations as well. The countries that participate in the sports events
basically involve in healthy and positive competition and can also
have the chance of promoting their cultures and understand others
traditions and lifestyles.
Even though sports have not been able to get enough attention by
the concerned authorities in Afghanistan, different individuals and
teams have performed really well in some of the events at regional
and international levels. Afghan football team won the SAFF Championship 2013 for the first time by beating India. The cricket team on
the other hand qualified for World Cup Cricket 2015 and it has also
qualified for T20 World Cup 2016 and Afghan Taekwondo hero, Rohullah Nekpa, won bronze medal in 2012 Summer Olympics.
With these titles on the their chests, the sportsmen in Afghanistan
have shown that they are not inferior to others and more attention
can really turn them into heroes who would be able to earn respect
and honor for the country.
On the other hand, sportsmen also require support from the people.
The affection and support of the people can fill the hearts of the players with motivation and determination and, therefore, they will be
able to do their best.
Our country is undergoing the influence of war, instability and disorder to a large extent. The enemies of the nation have nothing else
to offer except bloodshed and violence. The people are really afraid
of the situation and they want entertainment and amusement. And,
they can achieve all these only through sports.
In the recent times, it has been observed that the politicians have
not been able to achieve, what the sportsmen have acquired for the
nation.
They have brought the down-trodden people of Afghanistan a ray of
hope and a realization of the fact that the Afghans are capable of performing well in all fields of life. Politics has only brought rifts within
the people and has divided them on ethnic lines, but the games have
saved their unity and their honor.
It is really important for the authorities in Afghanistan to understand
that the games and sportsmen have a higher role than just playing
games; therefore, they should be given due attention and they should
be provided with the facilities so that they are able to compete with
other nations of the world. Different sports institutions should be
maintained properly and they should be free of corruption and discrimination. It is the spirit of sports that talent should be respected
and promoted; therefore, all the sports institutions must have high
regard for talent.
If promoted properly, sports can turn into a weapon to fight against
the evils like terrorism and drugs, which have influenced our nation,
especially our youth to a large extent. We, therefore, need to promote
sports and make it a way to divert the attention of the youth from
these evils.

T

he recent-days visit of Afghanistan’s CEO Abdullah Abdullah
to Iran has come particularly under spotlight as its timing was
coincided with or came after some important political developments in the region: the renewed efforts for resumption of peace talks,
Indian PM’s visit to Afghanistan and the rising tensions between Saudi Arabia – along with some other Arab nations – and Iran. According
official statement from the Afghan government, the country’s Chief
Executive Officer Abdullah Abdullah visited Iran to talk with the Iranian officials for further expansion of bilateral relations including improvement of ties in political, economic and trade and cultural areas.
According to the officials, he will talk over a range of issues including
security, fighting drug trafficking, expansion of economic and trade
cooperation and cultural relations between the two countries. The issue of the Afghan refugees in Iran was also included in the agenda of
the CEO in his visit to Tehran.
CEO Abdullah’s visit to Iran came at a time when the Afghan government is stepping up its efforts to kick-start the peace process, and
a meeting is set to be held in Islamabad with representatives from
Pakistan, China and the United States. Iran is believed to be one of
the key stakeholders of the war and peace efforts in Afghanistan. Iran
has had friendly relations with the Afghan government since the fall
of the Taliban regime and the country has been one of the important
regional donors of the Afghan government. Tehran is one of the countries, having interests in the efforts for resumption of peace talks with
the Taliban. The Afghan government is set to participate in a four-way
talks with representatives from China, the United States and Pakistan
as the main mentor of the current round of peace efforts. Iran officially
backs the talks of the Afghan government with the Taliban, but has always been concerned with how the process would end the conflict in
the neighboring Afghanistan and what results will it produce. Iran’s
wants to be consulted in the process as a key regional player.
Afghanistan has always tried to ease Iran’s concerns over the developments related to the war and peace efforts including the long-term
presence of the foreign troops in the country and the peace talks with
the Taliban. While this round of peace efforts is being considered,
Afghanistan expects Iran to support efforts for peace in Afghanistan.
On the other hand, there were allegations of Iran having relationships
with the Afghan Taliban. The national unity government had officially
bemoaned in the past of Iran’s alleged relations with the Taliban, and
protested to a visit of a Taliban delegation to Tehran last year. Given
the complicacies of Iran’s relations with the Taliban and the Afghan
governments, Pakistan and the US, Iran’s support for the peace talks
is important for Afghanistan. And the Afghan government wants to
consult with Tehran and expect to be assured of the country’s support
in the process.
On the hand, the national unity government brought a considerable
shift since it came to power in foreign policy and the relations with the

major powers of Muslim world. In an attempt to gain support of the
major Muslim countries to the Afghan peace efforts, the Afghan government did an apparent sway to Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, which
meant distancing the country from Iran. Now Iran and Saudi Arabia
are in a loggerhead over the recent execution of a Shia cleric and the
storming of Saudi Arabia’s embassy in Tehran. Many Arab countries
have followed Saudi’s lead in cutting diplomatic ties with Iran. The
rapid developments are coming as an unexpected challenge for the
Afghan government’s revised foreign policy, or the pivot to Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia. President Ghani’s expressed support to the Saudi’s
stance in the Yemen conflict draw criticisms from many in Afghanistan.
Though the Afghan officials have maintained that there were no relations between Abdullah’s trip to Tehran and the increasing tensions
between the two rival Muslim powers, the Afghan government’s
Muslim world policy seems to be in a fresh trouble. The Afghan government needs to maintain cordial relations with the neighboring
countries as well as the major regional Muslim countries who have
influences over the trends of developments in Afghanistan. During his
visit to Tehran, Abdullah must have tried to assure Iran of Afghanistan’s policy of impartiality over the tensions between Iran and the
Arab world. It has now developed to a full dilemma for Afghanistan
on how to maintain its revised policy of the strategic pivot to Saudi
Arabia and Pakistan while tensions led by Iran and Saudi Arabia are
growing in the Muslim world.
Expectedly, after Afghanistan started swinging towards Saudi Arabia and Kabul announced support for the Saudi Arabia’s stance in the
Yemen conflict, media reports emerged over Iran’s alleged relations
with the Taliban. On the other hand, the failure of President Ghani’s
overtures to Pakistan last year propelled the Afghan government to
reconsider balancing its relations with the major blocks of the Muslim world namely Saudi Arabia and Pakistan on one side and Iran on
other side. Abdullah’s visit to Tehran and Afghanistan’s efforts to improve relations with Iran as well as the emergence of the unexpected
tensions between two major Muslim rival powers could be meant the
end of Afghanistan’s swing towards Saudi Arabia, and an urgency
for Afghanistan to seek a balanced relations with the major Muslim
powers. Regarding politics of economy and trade, the government of
Afghanistan is stepping up the efforts to improve economic ties with
India and decrease its reliance on road connectivity through Pakistan.
Abdullah’s visit to Chabahar port of Iran is said to be a major part of
his visit to Iran. His visit of the Chabahar port of Iran is a follow-up to
the Indian Prime Minister’s recent visit to Afghanistan. Afghanistan
and India aim to develop Chabahar port to expand trade links among
India, Afghanistan and the Central Asia, and also to bypass Pakistan’s
Karachi port as Pakistan is accused by Afghanistan of using the port
for exerting political pressures on Afghanistan.
Abdul Ahad Bahrami is the permanent writer of the Daily Outlook
Afghanistan. He can be reached at ahad.bahrami@gmail.com

Economic Stagnation –
A Relentless Issue
By Hujjatullah Zia

T

he current economic stagnation and unemployment have
compounded poverty across the country. Scores of individuals immigrated to foreign lands to flee the relentless
financial challenges. However, the war-widowed women and orphaned children are left at the mercy of pain and suffering emanating from hunger and insecurity. The cold weather aggravate
their problems and the families who have lost their bread-earners
in war, terrorist attacks or landmines walk on streets to garner
charity from passersby, shopkeepers, etc. so as to resist starvation
and stay alive as long as their fate has decided.
The destiny is really cruel to the workers who labor from the dawn
to the fall of dusk to make the ends meet, however, their rights to
life and property are not ensured. Some hawkers, vendors, storekeepers and passersby were killed in suicide bombings in capital
city of Kabul within past years while struggling to earn bread for
their families. Similarly, some businessmen were killed mysteriously last year by unknown armed men. So, the civilians are vulnerable to terrorist attacks on bright days in the heart of big cities
and there is no safe work-environment for ordinary citizens.
It would be worthwhile to glance over the agenda of the heads
of National Unity Government (NUG) during their presidential
campaigns. Afghan CEO Dr. Abdullah Abdullah’s agenda for Afghanistan was as: national solidarity; abolishing administrative
corruption; dealing with the challenges of the Afghan IDPs; decreasing illiteracy; providing job opportunities; struggling for the
betterment of the economy and fighting poverty; commitment for
providing human rights , especially women’s rights; bringing reformation; attending to the unity of the country’s army; establishing good relations with the neighboring countries and establishing a ministry of the Youth Affairs.
President Muhammad Ashraf Ghani declared that if he won the
election his future agenda would be as: establishing good governance, combating administrative corruption, building a government based on justice, building infrastructural structure for better economy, giving participatory role to women and youngsters,
combating violence, providing nationwide security, strengthening national solidarity and building a strong nation.
Besides bringing in peace and ensuring the citizens’ rights, Dr.
Abdullah vowed to “provide job opportunities” and “fight poverty”. Similarly, Ghani mentioned a list of mouth-watering plans
to fulfill including “building infrastructural structure for better
economy”. However, a year has passed from the establishment of
NUG and none of the elements in two aforementioned lists have
come true. Indeed, achieving the above agendas in a war-torn
country overnight is not practicable. The NUG inherited militancy, administrative corruption, poverty, etc. from the previous

government, as the heads stated months ago. Ill-fatedly, militancy
and poverty have increased in recent months and political wheeling and dealing deteriorated. The excessive brain drain is a matter
of great concern for the public, mainly for Afghan MPs. Seemingly, the realm of poverty expands with each passing day as there is
no strategy from the government to curb the issues.
It is a great pity to see that the families of war victims are not paid
heed by the state. And it is more heart-wrenching when the children of dead soldiers – who sacrificed their lives for the nation –
wander on the streets and labor in hot summers and cold winters
to get a morsel of bread rather than going to school. Likewise, the
widows who lost their spouses in battle against the insurgents
are fated to beg on the streets – it is really great injustice to them.
Regarding school children, it is needless to say that poverty either
forces them to abandon school or drastically affects their success
in school. A child’s “home activities, preferences, mannerisms”
must align with the world and in the cases that they do not. These
students are at a disadvantage in the school and most importantly
the classroom.
Therefore, it is safe to state that children who live at or below the
poverty level will have far less success educationally than children who live above the poverty line. Poor children have a great
deal less healthcare and this ultimately results in many absences
from the academic year. Additionally, poor children are much
more likely to suffer from hunger, fatigue, irritability, headaches,
flu, and colds. These illnesses could potentially restrict a child or
student’s focus and concentration.
Deterioration of living conditions can often compel children to
abandon school to contribute to the family income, putting them
at risk of being exploited – which is rife in our country.
Constitutionally, the government will have to “form a civil society void of oppression, atrocity, discrimination as well as violence, based on rule of law, social justice, protecting integrity and
human rights, and attaining peoples’ freedoms and fundamental
rights; strengthen political, social, economic as well as defense institutions; attain a prosperous life and sound living environment
for all inhabitants of this land; and, eventually, regain Afghanistan’s appropriate place in the international family”.
It is self-explanatory that security situation plays a significant role
in economic issues.
When the rights and safety of NGOs, private investors, stakeholders and traders are not ensured, they will not continue their business at the cost of their life. The government has to give priority
to security issue so as to provide a safe environment for the investors and tackle the economic challenges. Hence, security will pave
the way for economic boom which will create job opportunities
and mitigate the current problems.
Hujjattullah Zia is the permanent writer of the Daily Outlook Afghanistan. He can be reached at zia_hujjat@yahoo.com
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