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Afghan Peace and Development (Part 1)
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Challenges for Presidential
Election Teams

T

he date for presidential election in Afghanistan has been announced; it is expected to be held on 20 of July, if there are
no further delays. The presidential candidates have already
registered themselves and different teams have been formed. For
these teams, there are myriads of challenges in the days to come. It is
imperative that these teams must understand these challenges and
decide their campaigns and agenda as per the same.
They need to understand that Afghanistan is standing at a very crucial juncture of its history. In fact, it is at a point that can decide
whether the country will be able to stand on its own and move towards peace and tranquility, or whether it will be further pushed
towards instability and chaos. At such a deciding time in its history, the leadership cannot be lethargic or indifferent. They have a
challenging task ahead of them if they are interested in leading the
country towards better future.
Currently, there are many concerns about the Afghan government;
addressing them must be among the top agenda points of the candidates. These teams have to listen to the different voices in the country that are peace-loving and want a better future for Afghanistan
in the form of better political system. Moreover, they can strengthen
efforts so that strong foundations of a democratic setup are put in
place. At the meantime, they can work on developing the political
institutions and make them as much strong as possible as it is the
institutions that make the evolution of political system towards stability and prosperity possible. This is possible if they are ready to
adopt a flexible and democratic attitude towards different opinions
regarding the political amendments in the country.
The most challenging task for the winning team will be controlling
corruption. Corruption has penetrated deep within the country’s
socio-political and socio-economic atmospheres and will keep on
doing so unless proper attention is paid to it. The winning team will
also require to adopt a strict policy regarding the poppy cultivation
and smuggling that have not only debilitated the lives of Afghan
people but has been fueling the terrorism to a large extent, as well.
The teams must layout a clear policy regarding the reconciliation
process in the country. Ambiguity and indecision would not solve
the issue easily. Even after the peace talks start, they are not going to
end quickly. It would require a long process to finalize the talks with
Taliban and then bringing them to the mainstream political system
of the country. Therefore, all the teams must highlight how they are
going to face these issues.
At the same time, the teams must decide how they are going to see
the relations with the neighboring countries so that they should be
improved. It is correct that neighboring countries have not fulfilled
much as far as their responsibilities are concerned, yet they have to
bring about innovations and flexibility and diplomatic prudence in
their approach towards them.
They have to keep in consideration as well that as a result of decades
of instability and socio-economic and political problems, the Afghan
people have been suffering from myriads of problems. Though there
have been certain improvements, some very concerning issues still
exist that threaten the lives of the common people of Afghanistan.
There are claims that changes have been brought within Afghan society; however, it should be noted that if the effectiveness of the
changes have to be felt or observed, they should be observed by the
changes in the lives of the common people. If there is any change
in the condition of living of the common people as the outcome of
the change; the change should be guarded for and even backed and
supported vehemently. If not, either the claim must be discarded as
wrong or the efforts should be improved to make the changes effective. And that is what Afghanistan needs to do – it has to improve its
efforts to bring about necessary changes in the lives of the common
people that have been jeopardized both by insecurity and lack of
rudimentary requirements of life.
People are not able to have access to health and other facilities of
life. The development works to improve the standard of living of the
common people are not carried out because of the security threats,
thus the desired objectives are not attained in this regard. People, in
some parts of the country, are not able to have access to education
as well. Schools are shut by force and the school going children are
irritated.
Within a democratic system, when people cast their vote and choose
a government, they expect and expect rightly that they should be
provided their basic requirements of life by the government. In the
modern concept of state, protecting the basic rights of the people
and providing them the requirements to live a better life are considered as the basic functions of a state. The newly elected government
of Afghanistan, therefore, would need to make sure that the common people of Afghanistan are provided their basic requirements
like food, cloth, shelter and security and other important requirements of life like education, health facilities, job opportunities and
other facilities.
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Pessimisms and Optimisms about Progress
of Peace Process
By: Mohammad Zahir Akbari

T

he progress of Afghan peace process in Qatar has caused
some optimisms and also some pessimisms in internal
atmosphere of Afghanistan. The optimism is expressed
due to the point that mutually Taliban and U.S negotiators
have reached unprecedented steps of agreement to end the
long senseless war in the country, but the pessimisms are expressed due to lack of attention about preserving the national
interests and democratic political achievements of Afghanistan.
Seemingly, the main agenda of the talks were not focused on
the issues which are important for the people of Afghanistan
and neither the representatives of Afghanistan were present
during the talks. However, Khalilzad indirectly said that nothing was agreed during the talks.“Nothing is agreed until everything is agreed, and “everything” must include an intra-Afghan
dialogue and comprehensive ceasefire,” he said in a tweet. He
added that “we have a number of issues left to work out”.
In addition, Khalilzad, left Doha on Saturday to visit Kabul for
“consultations”. Earlier in the day, a spokesperson for President Ashraf Ghani acknowledged that the reported agreements which sources say have been reached between US and
Taliban officials in the past six days in Doha, Qatar, have not
been shared with the Afghan government. However, “Mr. (Zalmay Khalilzad) will share it with the Afghan government when
agreements are finalized in Doha. We hope it will bring us closer
(to peace talks) and we hope that we will witness peace talks,”
said Fraidoon Khozoon, Ghani’s deputy spokesman. Sources
familiar with the Doha talks said that on the fifth day of the
US-Taliban discussions in Qatar on Friday, US officials agreed
to a troop withdrawal from Afghanistan. The sources also said
that Taliban has agreed not to let al Qaida and Daesh operate
in Afghanistan.
According to media news, the US officials have asked for a
ceasefire, but Taliban has demanded a timeline to be drawn up
for the withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan before agreeing to this. Taliban says they first want to be assured by the US
that there will be no threat to regional countries especially Pakistan and then a ceasefire will take place. According to Sayed
Akbar Agha, a former member of Talban, Taliban is saying that
a ceasefire should be done separately which means a ceasefire
with foreigners to stop their bombardments and a ceasefire with
the Afghan government; this will be agreed on in a meeting
(with Afghan government) and this is a different matter,” said
Sayed Akbar Agha.
Meanwhile, Voice of America (VOA) reported that the United
States and the Taliban have likely reached an agreement for
withdrawal of American forces from Afghanistan and in return,
the insurgent group has given assurances that no international

terrorist groups would be allowed to use Afghan soil to threaten America or any other country in future, The plan would
require the Taliban to observe a ceasefire. However, both the
withdrawal and the cease-fire will be “limited and conditional”,
according to VOA.
While no formal statement issued to show the total outcome of
the meetings. As quoted from Asad Wahidi, a Kabul University
professor who was closely monitored the Doha talks was published saying that no such an agreement had reached in the Qatar talks which could be officially announced. He said though
some points were agreed upon, yet it would be too early to announce them as both the sides currently share the result of their
talks with their respective leadership and there would be one
announcement that the talks would continue in future.
The other factor which created optimism is the appointment of
Mullah Baradar as the head of Talilban peace negotiators. Heretofore, it was said that the Taliban representatives in Qatar did
not have enough authority to talk about key issues and they
had to consult with their Quetta headquarter about everything.
Moreover, the Taliban has repeatedly rejected the Afghan government’s offer of holding talks, preferring instead to talk directly to the U.S. side, which it regards as its main enemy; while
Mullah Baradar was the one who had showed interests in talks
with Afghan government part. Thus, it is said that the Mullah
Bradar has more authority and more influence on Taliban and
expectably can play an effective role in peace process. Taliban
also preferred their side to be led by new political chief Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar, the movement’s co-founder and a former
military commander who was released from prison in Pakistan.
Bye and large, the Taliban are more propounded to be the winner of the Talks comparing to the Afghan government; currently they control nearly half of the country and are widely seen
as being more powerful than at any point since the beginning
of the US invasion to topple them. Despite the ongoing peace
talks, the group has continued carrying out nearly daily attacks
against Afghan government and its security forces. Last Tuesday, Taliban militants carried out a complex attack on a military base east of Kabul in which dozens of Afghan soldiers were
killed. Last week, President Ghani confessed that 45,000 members of the country’s security forces had been killed since he
took office in the fall of 2014. Apparently, The US is also ready
to give more advantages to Taliban; President Donald Trump
has expressed eagerness to bring home his troops, and was reported to be considering a halving of the remaining 14,000 US
forces still in Afghanistan.
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