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U.S. Defense Chief in Saudi Arabia to
Reassure after Iran Deal

JEDDAH - U.S. De-
fense Secretary Ash
Carter flew into Saudi
Arabia for meetings on
Wednesday with King
Salman and his secu-
rity leadership to reas-
sure the kingdom of
America’s support af-
ter Washington struck
a nuclear deal with its
arch-rival Iran.

Carter said ahead of his
trip that he aimed to
discuss American strat-
egy to counter “Iranian
aggression” in the re-
gion, as well as the fight
against Islamic State.
Officials say the talks

will cover cooperation
with Saudi Arabia in ar-
eas like missile defense
and cyber and maritime
security, although no
new arms deals are ex-
pected.

The conservative, main-
ly Sunni Muslim king-
dom is engaged in a
contest for power with
Shi’ite Iran stretching
across the region. It
fears the nuclear deal
will free Tehran from
international pressure
and sanctions, giving it
more room to back al-
lies in proxy wars, from
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China Plays Important Role in
Iran Nuclear Talks: UN Chief

BEIJING - UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon
said Wednesday that
China had played an im-
portant role during the
Iranian nuclear talks that
resulted in a landmark
comprehensive accord.

The UN Security Coun-
cil on Monday adopted a
resolution to endorse the
newly-reached Iranian
nuclear deal, Ban noted
during a telephone con-
versation with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang

Yi.
Ban said he believed

Chinese side

that the
would continue provid-

ing strong support to the
implementation of the
comprehensive deal and
the UN resolution.

Wang, for his part, said
that the agreement will
safeguard the global nu-
clear non-proliferation
system and lower the risk

of war in the Middle East
region.
The agreement could

serve as a positive refer-
ence for the handling of
other international and
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EU Disburses Euro 600min
Assistance to UKkraine

BRUSSELS - The Euro-
pean Commission, or the
executive body of the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), dis-
bursed on Wednesday a
loan of 600 million euros
(654 million U.S. dollars)
to Ukraine. According
to a press release issued
by the Commission, this
loan corresponds to the
first instalment under the
new EU Macro-Financial
Assistance (MFA) pro-
gram for Ukraine, which

amounts to a total of 1.8
billion euros. Through
this program, the EU
aims to cover the urgent
financing needs faced by
Ukraine, while support-
ing the country’s eco-
nomic stabilization. In
addition, the EU’s MFA
package will assist the
Ukrainian authorities in
implementing important
reforms in the areas of
public finance manage-
ment, governance and

transparency, the energy
sector, social safety nets,
the business environ-
ment and the financial
sector, said the press re-
lease. Valdis Dombrovs-
kis, the European Com-
mission Vice-President
responsible for the Euro
and Social Dialogue, said
the disbursement reflect-
ed the EU’s “unfailing
determination to stand
by Ukraine in these chal-
lenging times.” (Xinhua)

27 Killed in Clashes, Air
Strikes against IS Militants
in Iraq

.

RAMADI, Iraq - A to-
tal of 27 people were
killed and 14 wounded
on Wednesday in air
strikes and separate
clashes against the Is-
lamic State (IS) militants
in Iraq’s western prov-
ince of Anbar, a pro-
vincial security source
said. Heavy clashes
erupted in the morning
in Jubba area, just near
the town of Haditha,
some 200 km northwest
of the Iraqi capital of
Baghdad, when Iraqi
troops and allied para-
military Sunni militia-
men, covered by Iraqi
helicopter gunships,
attacked the positions
of IS militants, leaving

at least 12 extremist

militants killed and de-
stroying five of their ve-
hicles along with blow-
ing up a booby-trapped
Shovel truck, the source
told Xinhua on con-
dition of anonymity.
Also near Haditha, the
security forces and al-
lied militias known as
Hashd Shaabi, or popu-
lar mobilization, car-
ried out an attack on
IS posts in Albu Haiyat
area, just east of Ha-
ditha, but were con-
fronted with stubborn
resistance which left six
troops and militiamen
killed and nine others
wounded, the source
said. (Xinhua)

France Set to Back Reducing
Reliance on Nuclear Power

PARIS - French lawmak-
ers are set to approve a
bill aimed at reducing
the country’s reliance on
nuclear power and boost
the usage of renewable
energy instead. The bill
is expected to be ap-
proved later Wednesday
by the Socialist majority
in France’s lower house
of parliament. The main
measure aims at reduc-

ing France’s dependency
on nuclear power to 50
percent by 2025 from the
current 75 percent, which
is more than any other na-
tion in the world.
Another measure in the
bill is the banning of plas-
tic bags in all supermar-
kets from next year.

Paris is hosting a U.N.
conference on climate in
December.(AP)

UN Envoy

Discusses

Syria Crisis with Iranian
Authorities

UNITED NATIONS -
The UN special envoy for
Syria Staffan de Mistura
on Tuesday visited Iran
where he discussed Syria
crisis with senior Iranian
officials in a bid to seek a
Syrian-led political solu-
tion to the long-standing
conflict, Farhan Hagq, the
deputy UN spokesman,
told reporters here.

While in Tehran, the Ira-
nian capital, de Mistura
met with the Iranian For-
eign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif and the

Deputy Foreign Minister
Hussein Amir Abdolla-
hian, Haq said at a daily
news briefing here.

“During his meetings,
Mr. de Mistura stressed
the urgency of a Syrian-
led political solution
to the conflict and ex-
changed views on how to
proceed with a political
process, with the support
of the Security Council,”
Haq said. “He also un-
derscored the absence of
a military solution to this
«.(More on P4)...(21)

Israeli PM Continues to Attack Iran
Deal, Charging it “Risks The World”

JERUSALEM - Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu met Tuesday
in Jerusalem with his
Italian counterpart Mat-
teo Renzi, continuing his
criticism on the nuclear
deal between the world
powers and Tehran.
Speaking at a joint press
conference, Netanyahu
said the “deal with Iran
poses serious risks to
Israel, the Middle East,
Europe and the entire
world.”

Netanyahu, a fierce op-
ponent of the deal, noted
that this warning was at

the focus of his meeting
earlier today with the
«..(More on P4)...(22)

Sri Lanka Hails Resolution of
Iran Nuclear Issue

COLOMBO - The Sri Lan-
kan government has wel-
comed the resolution of
the Iran nuclear issue, the
country’s foreign minis-
try said in a statement on
Wednesday.

The foreign ministry said
that Sri Lanka welcomes
the successful conclusion
of negotiations between
Iran and the P5+1 group,
Britain, China, France,
Russia and the United
States plus Germany, in
Vienna last week.

“Sri Lanka has always
supported efforts by the
international community
to resolve the Iran nuclear
issue amicably, respect-
ing Iran’s right to peaceful

uses of nuclear energy and
ensuring the exclusively
peaceful nature of Iran’s
nuclear program,” the
statement added.

Sri Lanka said it welcomes
the success of the coun-
tries concerned in resolv-
ing the issue peacefully,
manifesting the efficacy of
the multilateral approach
for the promotion of in-
ternational peace and se-
curity.

Under the deal, sanctions
imposed by the United
States, the European Un-
ion and the United Na-
tions will be lifted in
return for Iran to accept
long- term cuts to its nu-
clear program.(Xinhua)

Al-Qaida Key Figure Killed in
U.S. Airstrike: DoD

WASHINGTON - U.S.
Department of Defense
(DoD) on Tuesday said
that Muhsin al-Fadhli,
a longtime al-Qaida op-
erative and the leader
of the Khorasan Group,
was killed in U.S. air-
strike in northern Syria
on July 8. Al-Fadhli,
who had previously

N

been targeted and be-
lieved by some people
in the U.S. to have been
killed, was traveling in
a vehicle near Sarmada,
Syria, when he was hit
by an air strike, said the
DOD. The July 8 strike
was the second attempt
to kill Al-Fadhli. Al
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Interpol Takes
Deposed Ukraine Leader

Kiev - Ukraine vowed

to fight on Wednesday
to ensure the return
and trial of its exiled
Russian-backed  presi-
dent after his name was
unexpectedly removed
from Interpol’s interna-
tional most wanted list.
The former Soviet state’s
leader Viktor Yanuko-
vych was toppled by a
wave of bloody protests
and fled to Russia with
the help of Kremlin se-
curity agents in Febru-
ary 2014.

Yanukovych was origi-
nally accused by Kiev’s

off Wanted List

new pro-Western lead-
ers of ordering police to
open fire on the demon-
strators in the waning
hours of his rule. More
than 100 people -- many
of them unarmed -- died
in the carnage. But In-
terpol in January placed
Yanukovych on its “red
notice” list for “misap-
propriation, embezzle-
ment or conversion of
property by malversa-
tion” in January because
it lacked the criminal au-
thority to open the more
severe charges sought
by Ukraine. (AFP)

Iranian Official

TEHRAN, Iran - Iran’s
deputy foreign minister
said on Wednesday that
Iranian diplomats dis-
cussed the case of Ameri-
cans still held captive by
Tehran. The issue was
raised on the sidelines of
negotiations in Vienna
earlier this month that
led to the landmark deal
on curbing Iran’s nuclear
program.

Earlier, U.S. Secretary of
State John Kerry had said
that US. officials raised
the issue of captive Amer-
icans with Iran every day
during the recent nuclear
talks, but did not make it
part of the negotiations
because they feared it
would scuttle any deal.

In the Iranian capital, Teh-
ran, Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Araghchi told
reporters on Wednesday
that cases of “imprisoned
citizens” were discussed
with their American coun-
terparts during the nuclear
talks.

He said “humanitarian”
reasons had motivated
the discussion but did not
elaborate.

It was the first confirmation
by the Iranians of any talks
that may have involved
the fate of former U.S. Ma-
rine Amir Hekmati, Chris-
tian pastor Saeed Abedini,
Washington Post reporter
Jason Rezaian, and retired
FBI agent Robert Levinson.
(AP)

China’s Climate Goals to
Boost Opportunities in
Clean Energy: UN Official

BEIJING - China’s cli-
mate change targets for
the next couple of dec-
ades will provide in-
vestment opportunities
worth 2.5 trillion U.S.
dollars in the non-fossil
energy sector, an official
from the United Nations
(UN) said on Wednes-
day.

Rae Kwon Chung, prin-
cipal advisor on climate
change of the UN Sec-
retary-General, made
the estimate during the
China Summit on Car-
ing for Climate hosted
by the UN Global Com-
pact Network China.
He expects Chinese en-
terprises will vigorously
join the battle against
climate change.

In an action plan sub-
mitted to the UN at
the end of June, China
promised to cut carbon
dioxide emissions per
unit of gross domestic
product (GDP) by 60
percent to 65 percent
from the 2005 level by
2030 and expand the
share of non-fossil fu-
els in its primary en-
ergy consumption to

around 20 percent from
the 11.2-percent ratio in
2014.

During the summit, UN
officials applauded Chi-
na’s strong will and ef-
forts in fighting climate
change and urged all
countries in the world
to take action.

“The targets are ambi-
tious, impressive and of
high standard,” Chung
said. “China has shown
strong political will and
commitment on climate
change, which many
countries do not have.”
Chung said China
has made substan-
tial contribution as it
has a track record of
over-achieving targets

for energy efficiency
and carbon intensity
improvement.  Echo-

ing his words, Gavin
Power, deputy execu-
tive director at the UN
Global Compact, said
the country is showing
tremendous leadership
in the issue and busi-
nesses are also making
tremendous efforts to
complement  govern-
ment actions.(Xinhua)

Pakistani PM Visits
Flood-Hit Northern District

ISLAMABAD - Paki-
stani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif Wednes-
day flew to the flood-af-
fected northern Chitral
district where officials
say heavy rains and
floods have displaced

nearly 300,000 people.
Several bridges and
roads have been

washed away by flood
water over the past
few days. At least three
people have been con-
firmed dead and doz-
ens of others injured in
the rains-related inci-
dents, officials said.
The prime minister vis-
ited Chitral “to oversee
the relief and rescue ac-
tivities in progress” by
the country’s National
Disaster Management
Authority and other
concerned depart-
ments.

The prime minister,
who also took an aerial
view of flood- affected
areas throughout the
Chitral District, landed
from the helicopter at
the town of Kuragh,
and assured the af-
fected people including
women that the govern-
ment will provide all
support in this difficult
time.

Sharif was briefed by
senior officials about
the measures so far un-
dertaken to provide re-
lief and further plans of
recovery and assistance
to improve the condi-
tions out of calamity.
He directed the con-
cerned departments to
employ all resources
on emergency basis and
make appropriate ar-
rangements for the af-
fected people. (Xinhua)

Un Security

Council

Condemns Deadly Terrorist
Attack in Turkey

UNITED NATIONS -
The UN Security Coun-
cil on Wednesday con-
demned “in the strongest
terms” the terrorist at-
tack of July 20 in Suruc,
Turkey, which killed at
least 31 and injured over
100 people, said a press
statement of the council.
The members of the Se-
curity Council extended
their condolences to the
families of the victims
and their sympathy to all

those injured in this hei-
nous attack, as well as to
the people and the gov-
ernment of Turkey who
lost its citizens in this at-
tack, said the statement.
The members of the Se-
curity Council wished a
speedy recovery to those
injured, and underlined
the need to bring per-
petrators of these rep-
rehensible acts of ter-
rorism to justice, it said.
(Xinhua)

Tajik FM, Chinese
Ambassador Discuss
Upcoming Visit to China

BISHKEK - Minister
of the Foreign Affairs
of Tajikistan Sirojid-
din Aslov received
Chinese Ambassador
to Tajikistan Fan Sy-
anzhun on Monday,
reported Foreign Min-
istry of Tajikistan.

The sides discussed is-
sues of the forthcom-
ing visit of Tajik For-
eign Minister to China
during the meeting,
says the source.

In addition, they ex-
changed views on key
areas of bilateral co-
operation and further
development of the
legal base of Tajik-
Chinese  cooperation
in various areas. The
Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Lu
Kang said that Foreign
Minister of Tajikistan
will arrive in China on
official visit earlier on
Monday.(AKlIpress)



