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Obama Urges Britain to Stay in EU

LONDON - US. Presi-
dent Barack Obama has
urged Britain to stay in
the European Union (EU),
saying that having Brit-
ain in the bloc “gives us
much greater confidence
about the strength of the
transatlantic union,” BBC
reported Thursday.

The UK must stay in the
European Union to con-
tinue to have influence
on the world stage, Oba-
ma said in an interview
with BBC.

“Having the UK in the
European Union gives us
much greater confidence
about the strength of
the transatlantic union,”
Obama told the British

broadcaster ahead of his

visit to Kenya.

The EU “made the world
safer and more prosper-

ous,” Obama was quoted
by BBC as saying.

In the interview, Obama
lauded Britain as Amer-

ica’s “best partner” for
its willingness to project
power beyond “immedi-
ate self-interests to make
this a more orderly, safer
world,” according to
BBC.

The U.S. president also
praised British Prime
Minister David Cameron
as an outstanding part-
ner and congratulated
the UK government for
meeting NATO's tar-
get of spending 2 per-
cent of GDP on defense,
BBC said. Cameron has
pledged to hold an “in
or out” referendum on
whether Britain should
withdraw from the EU
by 2017.(Xinhua)

France, Iran to Reinforce Cooperation
Following Vienna Accord: Elysee

PARIS - French Presi-
dent Francois Hollande
and his Iranian coun-
terpart Hassan Rouhani
both agreed to reinforce
bilateral cooperation fol-
lowing the conclusion
of the agreement in Vi-
enna, said Thursday Hol-
lande’s presidential of-
fice, the Elysee, in a press
release.

During a telephone con-
versation, Hollande and
Rouhani examined the
conditions of the imple-

mentation of the Vienna
accord, and agreed to

reinforce the bilateral co-
operation to assure the

implementation of the
accord.

The two presidents wel-
comed the Iranian nucle-
ar agreement concluded
on July 14.

The Elysee also an-
nounced in the press re-
lease that French Foreign
Minister Laurent Fabius
will visit Iran on July 29.
“I will be there next
week. My colleague (Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif) in-
vited me. I was invited
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200,000 Yemenis Provided
with Catch-Up Classes Ahead
of Exams: UNICEF

GENEVA - The United
Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) announced on
Friday that out of the 1.8
million children whose
education has been in-
terrupted by the Yem-
eni conflict, over 200,000
are being provided with
catch-up classes to en-
sure that children don’t
completely miss out on
their education.

Designed for students
enrolled in grades 9 to
12, these classes are es-
pecially important as
students are scheduled
to pass national exams
in mid-August to obtain
their Basic or Secondary
School Certificates.

“Giving Yemen’'s chil-
dren an education is
crucial for their own fu-
tures as well as those of

their families and com-
munities,” said UNICEF
representative in Yemen
Julien Harneis, urging
the parties to the con-
flict to respect the safety
of schools so as to “give
children a chance to
learn.”

UNICEF indicated that
over 3,600 schools have
had to close because of
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U.S., Turkey to Strengthen
Security Cooperation

WASHINGTON - U.S.
President Barack Oba-
ma and Turkey Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan discussed efforts
to deepen cooperation
in the fight against the
Islamic State, or the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL), dur-
ing a phone call made
Wednesday, the White
House said.

The presidents spoke
about “deepening our
ongoing cooperation in
the fight against ISIL
and common efforts
to bring security and
stability to Iraq and a
political settlement to
the conflict in Syria,”
the White House said
in a press release. “The
leaders also discussed

efforts to increase coop-
eration to stem the flow
of foreign fighters and
secure Turkey’s border
with Syria.”

“It's notable that Turkey
is already doing a num-
ber of things to support
the counter-ISIL coali-
tion,” said Josh Earnest
at a daily White House
press briefing held here
Thursday. “Turkey has
taken important steps
to curb the flow of for-
eign fighters.”
According to news re-
ports in Turkey and
the U.S., an agreement
on using the Incirlik
Air Base in Turkey to
strike ISIL was final-
ized Wednesday, citing
government  sources.
(Xinhua)

Berlusconi says Just s Joke, no
Plans to be Russian Minister

ROME - Did Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of-
fer former Italian premier
Silvio Berlusconi a job as
economy minister? Ber-
lusconi says it was just a
joke and Putin says any
support was “metaphori-
cal.”

A boast by Berlusconi that
his old friend Putin had
offered to make him econ-
omy minister made head-

lines around the world this
week.

But Berlusconi spokes-
woman Deborah Bergami-
ni says he was just joking,
and Putin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov says Putin
wasn't really offering the
Italian a job.

In comments carried by In-
terfax news agency Thurs-
day, Peskov said Putin was
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Turkey Stages Raids
against IS, PKK Amid
Waves of Terror Attacks

ANKARA - One mem-
ber of the Islamic State
(IS) was killed on Friday
morning  during raids
staged by the police across
Turkey against the the IS
and the outlawed Kurd-
ish Workers” Party (PKK)
militants, private Dogan
News Agency reported.

Thousands of police of-
ficers kicked off the raids
against the IS and the PKK
members simultaneously
in 13 provinces of Turkey
after a wave of deadly ter-
ror acts in the past days.

A total of 251 people were
detained in the raids, said
a written statement by
prime ministry on Friday.
A total of 30 detainees, out
of 90 people in Istanbul
are foreign origins, local
CnnTurk news broadcast-
er reported on Friday.

The assault followed a se-
ries of IS suicide bomber
attacks at the town of
Suruc in the Sarnliurfa
province of Turkey on
Monday, which claimed
32 lives and wounded 104
others. (Xinhua)

Iran to Double Support to
“Axis of Resistance” after Nuclear
Deal: Syrian FM

DAMASCUS - Syria's
Foreign Minister Walid al-
Moallem said Friday that
Iran will double its support
to the “axe of resistance,”
which includes Syria, fol-
lowing the signing of the
Iranian nuclear deal with
world powers.

“Iran will not change its
stance toward the Syr-
ian crisis and it stressed a
continuous support to the
axis of resistance after the

conclusion of the nuclear
accord,” al-Moallem said
at the “International Media
Conference Against Ter-
rorism” held in Damascus.
Moallem hailed the re-
cently-signed deal as “his-
toric,” adding that Iran has
entered “the international
arena from its widest
doors.”

“If our allies are strong, we
are strong as well,” he said,
in an apparent empathiz-

ing on the ongoing Iranian
support to Syria, which
was recently highlighted
by several Iranian officials,
who stressed that there
will be no limits to Tehran
support to Damascus.

Ali Jannati, the Iranian
Culture Minister, who
also attended the Damas-
cus conference, said “Iran
stood and will stand by
Syria” because of the right-
ful cause in Syria. (Xinhua)

Syria Opposition Groups
Agree on ‘Roadmap’ to
End Civil War

BRUSSELS - Syria’s two
main political opposi-
tion groups, long at odds,
announced Friday that
they have agreed on a
“roadmap” to end their
country’s  long-running
civil war, starting with
establishment of a tran-
sitional governing body.
Officials of the Syrian Na-
tional Coalition and the
National =~ Coordination
Body spoke to reporters
after meeting in Brussels.
Safwan Akkash, secretary
of the National Coordina-
tion Body, said it was the
groups’ shared respon-
sibility to protect “Syr-
ian blood.” The unified
front could strengthen
the opposition’s hand in
any future talks with the
government of President
Bashar Assad.

But the  opposition

groups, which have been
trying for years to reach a
common understanding,
have been accused of be-
ing out of touch with the
realities in Syria and have
virtually no following
among the rebel groups
fighting on the ground.
The announcement in
Brussels came a day af-
ter U.N. special envoy to
Syria Staffan de Mistura
met in Damascus with
Syrian politicians, trying
to come up with a way
to end the conflict that
has killed around 220,000
people since March 2011.
De Mistura’s office says
he is working to final-
ize his proposals to U.N.
chief Ban Ki-moon on a
way forward to support
Syrian parties in their
search for a political solu-
tion.(AP)

Emirati Plane Brings Aid to
Yemen’s Aden

ADEN - Two airplanes,
one Emirati and one
Saudi, landed in Aden
Friday, bringing hu-
manitarian aid to the
southern Yemeni city
only hours after its air-
port came under rocket
fire from rebels.

They bring to four the
number of aircraft to
arrive in the port city
since the symbolic reo-
pening of the airport
Wednesday, after nearly
four months of fierce
fighting.

The Emirati plane,
which landed at dawn,
brought medical sup-

plies from the UAE Red
Crescent, an airport of-
ficial said.

The Saudi aircraft,
which arrived at mid-
day, brought medica-
tion for cancer patients.
A vital supply artery for
war-torn south Yemen,
the airport came un-
der fire from the Shiite
Huthi rebels Thursday
as a Saudi plane was
unloading humanitar-
ian aid onto the tarmac.
Overnight, rocket at-
tacks on Aden killed
three people and
wounded 57, according
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France, Germany,
Ukraine, Russia Urge
Respect for Ukraine Truce

PARIS - The leaders of
France, Germany, Rus-
sia and Ukraine held
talks over the conflict
in east Ukraine, with
all sides calling for the
full implementation
of a ceasefire deal, the
French presidency said.
The phone conversation
between Francois Hol-
lande, Angela Merkel,
Vladimir Putin and Pet-
ro Poroshenko came a
week after similar four-
way talks. On Thursday,
the leaders “agreed on
the importance of re-
specting pledges under-

taken in Minsk in Feb-
ruary”, the presidency
said in a statement, re-
ferring to the truce deal
struck in the Belarussian
capital. These includ-
ed “the withdrawal of
heavy weapons from the
line of contact, the com-
plete implementation of
the ceasefire and access
to the OSCE’s special
observer mission”.

The leaders also “wel-
comed the intention of
the parties to discuss on
July 28 local elections
and the decentralisation
regime”. (AFP)

S. Korea to Probe U.S. Base for
Anthrax Delivery Blunder

SEOUL - South Korea’s
Defense Ministry said on
Friday that it will conduct
an on-spot investigation
into a U.S. air base in Osan
for a wrong delivery in
April by a US. military
laboratory of live anthrax
samples to the Osan Air
Base.

The joint task force will vis-
it the Osan Air Base of the
U.S. Forces Korea (USFK),
some 50 km south of Seoul,
at an earliest possible date
to thoroughly probe the
accidental delivery of the

deadly anthrax samples,
the ministry said in a press
release.

The task force, composed
of military and diplomatic
officials from both sides,
was launched on July 11 to
look into the case.

The ministry said the joint
investigation team will in-
vestigate into whether the
treatment of anthrax sam-
ples was conducted ac-
cording to rules, whether
anthrax spores remained
at the air base and the
ways...(More on P4)...(28)
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