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International

Obama Warns China Against
“Throwing Elbows’ in Sea Dispute

WASHINGTON - US Presi-
dent Barack Obama on Monday
weighed in on territorial disputes
in the South China Sea, urging re-
gional powers, particularly China,
to respect the law and stop “throw-
ing elbows.”

As several Asian regional powers
face off over maritime borders,
Obama warned about disregard
for existing laws and a move away
from established ways of resolving
disputes.

“If you start losing that approach,
and suddenly conflicts arise and
claims are made based on how big
the country is or how powerful its
navy is instead of based on law,
then I think Asia will be less pros-
perous and the Pacific region will
be less prosperous,” he said.

The United States does not hold
any territorial claims in the South
China Sea, Obama added. But as
a “Pacific power” Washington has
vocally called on China and other
nations to end reclamation.

His administration has vowed to
continue sending military aircraft
and ships to the tense region to
protect navigation rights.

“We think that land reclamation,
aggressive actions by any party in
that area are counterproductive,”
said Obama. Turning to China di-
rectly, Obama adopted a boxing
metaphor, saying “it may be that
some of their claims are legitimate,
but they shouldn’t just try to estab-
lish that based on throwing elbows
and pushing people out of the
way.” (AFP)

Russia Urges US to Actin
Lockstep with Syria to Crush IS

MOSCOW - Russia on
Tuesday urged a US-led
coalition fighting against
the Islamic State group to
coordinate their air raids
with the Syrian govern-
ment, warning that jihad-
ists could go “very far” if
not stopped. “It is abso-
lutely clear to me it was a
mistake -- still is -- not to
coordinate the air strikes
with the activities of the
Syrian army. That’s what
we believe must be done,”
Russian Foreign Minis-

ter Sergei Lavrov told
Bloomberg Television in
an interview. “And that
is what unfortunately our
American colleagues can-
not accept for ideological
considerations.” Lavrov
spoke as the Western coa-
lition gathered for Paris
crunch talks involving
Iraq to discuss the ad-
vance of IS jihadists who
have declared an Islamic
caliphate in large parts of
Syria and Iraq they now
control. Moscow’s top

diplomat whose country
is among the main back-
ers of the Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad,
warned that the IS mili-
tants could go “very far,

very far” if not stopped.
“They already make a lot
of progress in Iraq, in Syr-
ia. They just took the Idlib
province,” he said, noting
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GAZA CITY, Palestinian Terri-
tories - The impoverished Gaza
Strip is a “powder keg” at risk of
exploding, German Foreign Min-
ister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said
on Monday during a visit to the
war-torn territory.

The German minister, who ar-
rived in the region on Saturday
and held talks with top Israeli and
Palestinian officials, called for ef-

Gaza A ‘Powder Keg’, Germany’s
Top Diplomat Warns

forts to rebuild the shattered en-
clave which was ravaged by a 50-
day war last summer, the third in
six years.

But he said it would only be pos-
sible if there was a halt to Palestin-
ian rocket fire on southern Israel.
“I came out of all my discussions
yesterday in Jerusalem and in Ra-
mallah with the hope that all par-
ties are mindful that here we are

\

sitting on a powder keg here and
that we must ensure that the fuse
does not catch light,” Steinmeier
said.

“We shall only be able to deci-
sively reduce the risks of a fresh
escalation if we allow economic
development in the Gaza Strip in
addition to humanitarian aid and
reconstruction,” he said on a visit
to Gaza City’s fishing port. (AFP)

JERUSALEM - U.S President
Barack Obama reached out to
a skeptical Israeli public in an
interview aired Monday say-
ing that only an agreement,
not military action, can prevent
Iran from obtaining nuclear
weapons.

Obama said “I can, I think,
demonstrate, not based on any
hope but on facts and evidence
and analysis, that the best way
to prevent Iran from having a
nuclear weapon is a verifiable,
tough agreement.”

No Military

end-of-June deadline for an Ira-
nian deal is fast approaching.

“ A military solution will not fix it.
Even if the United States partici-
pates, it would temporarily slow
down an Iranian nuclear program
but it will not eliminate it,” he
said in excerpts from his inter-
view with Israeli Channel 2 TV’s
investigative program “Uvda.”
The full interview will be broad-
cast Tuesday night.

Israel has said the emerging nu-
clear agreement with Iran is a bad
deal and that a military option is

Solution to Iran’s
Nuclear Program: Obama

from getting the bomb. Rela-
tions between Obama and Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu have been tense at
times and the Iran issue has
been a source of contention be-
tween the traditionally close al-
lies.

The proposed deal would
freeze Iran’s nuclear program
for a decade, in return for sanc-
tions relief. Iran insists that its
nuclear program is solely for
peaceful purposes, while the
West fears it could allow it to

\Obama’s remarks come as an

still on the table to prevent Iran

build nuclear weapons. (AP) )

GENEVA - A separa-

tist conflict in eastern
Ukraine is revealing
increasing  evidence,

but not yet conclusive
legal proof, of Russian
state involvement, sen-
ior United Nations hu-
man rights officials said
on Monday. “We are
speaking about increas-
ing inflow of (unofficial)
fighters and increasing
evidence that there are
also some (Russian)
servicemen  involved
in fighting,” Assistant

" UN Finds Growing Signs
of Russian Involvement in
Ukraine War

Secretary-General  for
Human Rights Ivan Si-
monovic told a news con-
ference in Geneva.

Russia denies West-
ern accusations that it
is backing pro-Russian
rebels with arms and
troops. On May 21, U.N.
officials interviewed two
Russians captured in
eastern Ukraine. The two
men believe they should
be treated as captured
servicemen, but Russia
says they are former sol-
diers who had left the

N

military. The pair were
charged with terrorism
by Ukrainian authori-
ties, putting them “be-
tween a rock and a hard
place”, Simonovic said.
“It is very difficult to
prove whether they are
servicemen or not. That
is why mostly we are
speaking about ‘fight-
ers’ of the Russian fed-
eration,” said Armen
Harutyunyan, head of
the UN. Human Rights
Monitoring Mission in
Ukraine. (Reuters)

BAGHDAD - A huge
suicide bomb attack
on an Iraqi police base
killed at least 37 people
Monday, further slow-
ing an operation to re-
take the city of Ramadi
from Islamic State ji-
hadists. The blast came
as US-led coalition

IS Suicide Attackers Slow Iraq’s
Ramadi Counterattack

members carrying out
air raids against IS and
providing training and
weapons to Iraqi forces
prepared to meet in Paris
for talks on a string of
major battlefield gains by
the jihadists in Iraq and
Syria. A suicide bomber
blew up his explosives-

laden vehicle at a police
base in Iraq’s Salahed-
din province, killing
at least 37 people and
wounding more than
30, officers said. “They
are mostly policemen,”
said a doctor at the main
hospital in the nearby
...(More on P4)...(23)

Yemen Tribesmen
Kill 18 Houthi
Fighters in Ambush:
Residents
SANAA - Armed tribes-
men killed 18 Houthi
fighters in an ambush in
Yemen’s central prov-
ince of Ibb on Tuesday,
residents said, in one
of the deadliest ground
attacks in over two

months of war.

The attack hit a convoy
of militiamen and allied
army troops in the town
of Qaeda while they
were en route to the city
of Taiz, a flashpoint of
clashes between Yem-
en’s dominant Houthis
and armed backers of
exiled president Abd-
Rabbu Mansour Hadi.
Farther south in Dhalea
province, around 15
Houthi fighters were
killed in heavy clashes
with pro-Hadi fighters
on Monday night.

A coalition of Arab
countries led by Saudi
Arabia, seeking to re-
store Hadi to power,
has carried out over
nine weeks of air strikes
...(More on P4)...24)

US Accuses Syria of Backing
IS Aleppo Advance

BEIRUT - The United
States has accused the
Syrian military of carry-
ing out air strikes to help
Islamic State fighters ad-
vance around the north-
ern city of Aleppo, mes-
sages posted on the US.
Embassy Syria official
Twitter feed said.

Islamic  State fighters
pushed back rival insur-
gents north of Aleppo on
Sunday near the Turkish
border, threatening their
supply route to the city,
fighters and a group mon-
itoring the war said.
Fighters from Levant
Front, a northern alliance
which includes Western-
backed rebels and Islam-
ist fighters, said they were
worried Islamic State was
heading for the Bab al-
Salam crossing between

Aleppo and the Turkish
province of Kilis.
“Reports indicate that
the regime is making air
strikes in support of ISIL's
advance on Aleppo, aid-
ing extremists against
Syrian population,” a
post on the U.S. Embassy
Syria Twitter account said
late on Monday, using an
acronym for Islamic State.
Syrian officials have pre-
viously  dismissed as
nonsense allegations by
Washington and Syrian
opposition activists that
the Syrian military has
helped Islamic State’s
fight against rival Syrian
insurgent forces.

“The Syrian army is fight-
ing Islamic State in all ar-
eas where it is present in
Syria,” a military source
said. (Reuters)

Israel Says U.N.
Grants Hamas-Linked
Group NGO Status

UNITED NATIONS
- Israel on Monday
accused a U.N. com-
mittee that oversees
non-governmental or-
ganizations of granting
U.N accreditation to an
association that it said
promotes  “anti-Israel
propaganda in Europe”
and is linked to the mil-
itant Palestinian group
Hamas. Israel’s mission
to the United Nations
issued a statement con-
demning the decision,
by the 19-member U.N.
Committee on Non-
Governmental Organi-
zations, to approve the
application of the Pal-
estinian Return Center
(PRC), an organization
based in Britain. The
PRC denied having
ties to Hamas and ac-
cused Israel of trying

to “distort and mislead
the committee member
states.”

The Israeli statement
said it banned the PRC
in 2010 because of its
ties to Hamas, labeling
it “an organizational
and a coordinating
wing of Hamas in Eu-
rope” with members
that include senior Ha-
mas officials.

“Until today, the U.N.

has  given  Hamas
discounts and let it
strengthen its activi-

ties,” Israel’s U.N. am-
bassador, Ron Prosor,
said in the statement.
“Now, the U.N. went
one step further, and
gave Hamas a welcom-
ing celebration at its
main entrance, allow-
ing it to be a full partici-
pant.” (Reuters)

Russian Missile Maker:
MH17 Shot Down By
Ukrainian Missile

MOSCOW - The Rus-
sian maker of the Buk
air defense missile sys-
tem said Tuesday that
it has concluded that
Malaysian Airlines
flight 17 was downed
by an older version of
the missile, which is not
in service with the Rus-
sian military but is in
Ukrainian arsenals.
Controversy continues
over who shot down
the plane last summer
over eastern Ukraine,
killing all 298 people
aboard. Ukraine and
the West suspect it was
destroyed by a Russian
surface-to-air =~ missile
fired by Russian sol-
diers or Russia-backed
separatist rebels fight-
ing in the area. Russia
denies that.

Mikhail Malyshevsky,
an adviser to the di-
rector general of the

missile maker, state-
controlled Almaz-Antei
consortium, said at a
news conference Tues-
day that its analysis
was based on photo-
graphs of the wreckage
available to the public.
He said the holes in
the plane’s parts were
consistent with a spe-
cific type of Buk mis-
sile and its warhead.
Each of the Buk sub-
types has its warhead
rigged with shrapnel
of a specific shape. This
variation of the mis-
sile is in the Ukrainian
military arsenals, but
not in the Russian, said
Almaz-Antei  director
Yan Novikov. Novikov
said that in 2005 when
Ukraine contacted the
consortium regarding
the maintenance of its
Buk systems, it had 991
such missiles. (AP)




