
Despite worldwide  shock and indignation, it looks like little 
Aylan Kurdi’s tragic death last summer changed little. This 
is a sad – but brutal  – comment on our collective humanity, 

if such a thing still exists.
The power of images and social media, so effective for celebrity pur-
poses, seems to have fallen flat on its face in mobilising assistance 
to those less fortunate. Indeed, since Aylan’s death six months ago, 
countless more innocents – men, women and children – have died 
completely preventable deaths.
It is true that we are faced with major humanitarian crises, unlike 
anything since the last World War. But, there can be no excuse for 
the global indifference on display.
While major natural disasters continue to be a significant cause of 
death and displacement, what is most alarming today is that a great 
majority of humanitarian crises are conflict-related and of a recur-
rent or protracted nature. Nowhere is this more apparent than in 
Syria, where a mass murderer has, with outside help, targeted his 
own people indiscriminately and with impunity.
Beyond Syria, whether in the Middle East, Asia, Africa or elsewhere, 
humanitarian crises are transcending borders. Today, 125 million 
people are in need of humanitarian assistance around the globe. The 
number of displaced persons, 60 million, has almost doubled in just 
a decade. These numbers stand as testament to the human suffering 
caused by the growing complexity of humanitarian crises, our in-
ability and unwillingness to tackle them, and the widening financial 
gap between increasing needs and limited resources.
Something has to be done and Turkey is leading the way, not only 
in terms of setting an example, but also in working to galvanise the 
international community towards action.
Today, while a major humanitarian donor, Turkey also hosts the 
largest refugee population – 2.7 million and counting – in the world. 
This is largely due  to the war in Syria. Providing shelter and vital 
services such as free health care, schooling and vocational training 
for these refugees is a major financial  burden that Turkey has had 
to assume largely on its own.
But our humanitarian diplomacy is not limited to our immediate 
region. Having received vulnerable persons, irrespective of race, 
religion or ethnicity as far back as in the late 15th century, Turkey 
today is responding to all manner of humanitarian crises from Haiti 
to Nepal, Guinea to Somalia and the Sahel to Indonesia. Our hu-

G lobalization is entering a new era, defined not only by cross-
border flows of goods and capital, but also, and increasingly, 
by flows of data and information. This shift would seem to 

favor the advanced economies, whose industries are at the frontier in 
employing digital technologies in their products and operations. Will 
developing countries be left behind?
For decades, vying for the world’s low-cost manufacturing business 
seemed to be the most promising way for low-income countries to 
climb the development ladder. Global trade in goods rose from 13.8% 
of world GDP in 1985 ($2 trillion) to 26.6% of GDP ($16 trillion) in 2007. 
Propelled by demand and outsourcing from advanced economies, 
emerging markets won a growing share of the soaring trade in goods; 
by 2014, they accounted for more than half of global trade flows.
Since the Great Recession, however, growth in global merchandise 
trade has stalled, mainly owing to anemic demand in the world’s ma-
jor economies and plummeting commodity prices. But deeper struc-
tural changes are also playing a role. Many companies are simplifying 
and shortening their supply chains. For a range of goods, automation 
means that production location and outsourcing decisions no longer 
depend primarily on labor costs. Quality of talent, infrastructure, en-
ergy costs, and speed to market are assuming greater weight in such 
decisions. In the near future, 3D printing could further reduce the 
need to ship goods across long distances.
If trade in global goods has indeed peaked relative to global GDP, it 
will be harder for poor countries in Africa, Latin America, and Asia to 
develop by becoming the world’s next workshops. But globalization 
itself is not in retreat. While global goods trade has stalled and cross-
border financial flows have fallen sharply since 2007, flows of digital 
information have surged: Cross-border bandwidth use has grown 
45-fold over the past decade, circulating ideas, intellectual content, 
and innovation around the world. New research from the McKinsey 
Global Institute (MGI) finds that cross-border flows of goods, services, 
finance, people, and data during this period increased world GDP by 
roughly 10% – roughly an additional $7.8 trillion in 2014 alone. Data 
flows accounted for an estimated $2.8 trillion of this gain, exerting a 
larger impact than global goods trade – a remarkable finding, given 
that the world’s trade networks developed over centuries while cross-
border data flows were nascent just 15 years ago.
Digitization disrupts everything: the nature of goods changing hands; 
the universe of potential suppliers and customers; the method of de-
livery, and the capital and scale required to operate globally. It ex-
pands opportunities for more types of firms, individuals, and coun-
tries to participate in the global economy. It also gives countries and 
companies everywhere an opportunity to redefine their comparative 
and competitive advantage. For example, while the United States may 
have been at a disadvantage in a world where low labor costs were 
paramount in global manufacturing value chains, digital globalization 
plays directly to its strengths in technology and innovation.
On its face, this shift to digital globalization would seem to work 
against developing countries that have large pools of low-cost labor 
but inadequate infrastructure and education systems. Advanced 
economies dominate MGI’s latest Connectedness Index, which ranks 
countries on both inflows and outflows of goods, services, finance, 
people, and data relative to their size and share in each type of global 
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manitarian efforts seek, not only to relieve symptoms but also to 
treat the disease. This holistic approach   covers  humanitarian and 
development assistance, but also seeks  to address the root causes 
and push factors of humanitarian crises. This approach is demand-
driven and  can best be seen in the countries of the Sahel or in Soma-
lia, where Turkey has pursued an integrated policy conducted with 
a multi-stake holder approach. It has combined  official aid with the 
active involvement of the business sector and civil society, and has 
managed  to dramatically improve countless lives.
While individual efforts like these of Turkey are crucial, the inter-
national humanitarian system is being deprived of available funds 
and the clock is ticking for those affected by the many crises we are 
witnessing globally. There are simply too many lives at stake, and 
inaction is not an option.
At this critical juncture, Istanbul will host the first ever UN World 
Humanitarian Summit on 23-24 May 2016. The choice of Turkey as 
host was hardly coincidental. It constitutes a timely recognition of 
the successful humanitarian diplomacy that we have been conduct-
ing.
The World Humanitarian Summit will provide a vital platform to 
address the challenges burdening the humanitarian system. In ad-
dition to such issues as responding to recurrent/protracted crises 
and waves of displacement, other pressing issues such as ensuring 
sustainable, reliable and predictable humanitarian financing will be 
examined. Other questions such as, what innovative methods could  
be used, or how to promote localised  humanitarian responses 
through more tailor-made and user-friendly approaches, as well as 
the question of dignity and safety in humanitarian action, will be 
addressed at the Summit.
The World Humanitarian Summit will be an occasion for all the 
nations of the world and their leaders to take action while mil-
lions stand on the brink of life and death. As I remember first see-
ing Aylan’s image, I recall the overwhelming grief that came over 
me thinking about how alone and without protection he was as an 
innocent toddler. I would like to believe that we learnt something 
from that image and that we do not need more images like this to 
compel us into action. We are all responsible for what happens next 
to those vulnerable persons looking to us for help. Istanbul is an op-
portunity to step up and shoulder that responsibility. I am calling 
on all leaders of the world to come to Istanbul for the UN Humani-
tarian Summit and to work with us to find solutions for those who 
desperately need humanitarian assistance.

flow. These flows are disproportionately concentrated among a small 
set of countries, including the US, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
and Singapore, with huge gaps between the leaders and laggards. 
China is the only emerging economy to have made it to the top ten 
on the index.
Yet digital flows offer developing countries new ways of engaging 
with the global economy. The near-zero marginal costs of digital com-
munications and transactions create new possibilities for conducting 
cross-border business on a massive scale. Alibaba, Amazon, eBay, 
Flipkart, and Rakuten are turning millions of small enterprises around 
the world into “micro-multinational” exporters. Companies based 
in developing countries can overcome local market constraints and 
connect with customers, suppliers, financing, and talent worldwide. 
Twelve percent of global goods trade is already conducted in ecom-
merce channels.
Moreover, a country need not develop its own Silicon Valley to bene-
fit. Countries on the periphery of the network of global data flows can 
benefit more than countries in the center. Digital connections promote 
productivity growth; indeed, they can help developing economies 
move to the productivity frontier by exposing their business sectors to 
ideas, research, technologies, and best management and operational 
practices, and by building new channels to serve large global markets. 
But the Internet cannot deliver such improvements in efficiency and 
transparency unless countries build the digital infrastructure needed 
to connect the world’s huge offline population. The number of Inter-
net users worldwide now exceeds 3.2 billion, but at the end of 2015, 
57% of the world’s population, or four billion people, remained of-
fline, and many who are online use only basic cell phones. In many 
developing countries, connectivity is too slow, unreliable, or expen-
sive to allow entrepreneurs and individuals to take full advantage of 
the new global business and educational opportunities. Education 
systems will also need to keep up with demand for language fluency 
and digital skills. While 40% of the world’s population are connected 
to the Internet, 20% are still unable to read and write. According to 
another recent MGI study, there are also large gender gaps in access to 
digital technologies around the world, and this lack of access impedes 
women’s economic and social empowerment. Lagging countries 
that fail to promote gender equality, invest in education, and adopt 
broader governance and regulatory reforms risk falling even further 
behind in reaping the significant benefits of globalization. Twenty-
first-century globalization, driven by digitization and rapid changes 
in competitive advantage, can disrupt local industries, companies, 
and communities and cause job loss, even as it spurs greater pro-
ductivity, boosts overall employment, and generates economy-wide 
gains. Governments must consider these trade-offs carefully, and de-
velop ways to support those who are harmed by global flows, giving 
them paths to new roles and livelihoods. To date, few governments 
have done so. Ironically, the political backlash against globalization 
is gaining momentum in many places even as digitization increases 
the opportunities and economic benefits that globalization as to offer. 
(Courtesy Project Syndicate)

5

Life is a continuous struggle. There are no easy earnings or 
achievements. In order to make an achievement in life it is 
necessary for an individual to have the urge and the iron will. 

Without having the urge and the motivation, achieving anything 
worthwhile would be really difficult. Motivation and iron will have 
enabled human beings to achieve even the impossibilities. There 
are myriads of examples in human history that show how human 
beings with their dedicated efforts have changed the course of his-
tory and made the historians wonder with astonishments. Same is 
true for a nation; unless a nation has the urge to do something posi-
tive it would be really difficult for society to make developments 
and improvements.
It is difficult to believe that water drops that are soft and liquid can 
make a hole in a stone, but with consistency and determination it is 
possible. Continuous flow of drops of water on a stone can, at last, 
pierce through the heart of the stone and make the impossible pos-
sible. Keeping the same example in consideration, the nations have 
to move and strive for the purposes that seem unachievable. 
In the course of time, nations may come across difficult problems – 
the problems that may seem gigantic and impossible to be solved; 
the problems that may hamper progress and development. How-
ever, it is important that the nation should not panic and should be 
prepared to stand strong against them. Being subjugated by them 
would only result in frustration and sense of defeat.  
A nation keeps on moving with the pace of time unless it realizes 
that there are shortcomings in its way of living and there are prob-
lems that are needed to be concentrated upon and eliminated. In 
fact, the very first step in eradicating a problem is realizing that the 
problem does exist and it has to be solved. Considering a problem 
something very normal and making adjustments with it is a serious 
error and must be avoided in any case. 
The people in Afghanistan are also having the attitude of making 
compromises with their social and political problems. They, instead 
of considering them a hurdle towards evolution of the society and 
designing efforts to overcome them, change themselves to go ahead 
with the problems untouched. For example, one of the most seri-
ous problems that Afghan society is facing today is corruption and 
the tragedy is that it is getting more threatening with each passing 
day. The Afghans must realize that this issue is generating disorder 
in almost all the spheres of life and there must be an urge to take 
measures to curb it. Unfortunately, the people strive to compensate 
with it and in the process further strengthen its roots.
The second step would be to stand strong against it and feel deter-
mined to take serious actions. Definitely, the problem of corruption 
seems deep-rooted and it now has the backing of many influential 
individuals as well; however, standing determined against it and 
challenging it are not impossible. It requires responsible attitude 
from all the members of the society. All the individuals must say 
‘no’ to it and take steps to eradicate it, at least, from their own lives 
or from their own surroundings as much as possible. Though small 
steps by individuals may not seem sufficient in the short run, but it 
can do wonders in the long run as it is the drops that make oceans.   
It is believed that becoming part of an evil and not taking actions 
against it, in fact, means favoring the evil and supporting it to nur-
ture further. Every person in our society just wants to live for his 
own personal benefit and would never concentrate on any problem 
that would affect society as a whole. He thinks that isolating him-
self from the problem would solve the issues but, as a matter of fact, 
it does not. It requires him to be courageous to take the challenge.
We need to realize that we have to play an active role in the soci-
ety and that is only possible when we have the feeling that there 
is always room for improvement and the status quo needs to be 
changed. We cannot be like pigeons that close their eyes when they 
see the cat coming towards them. We cannot be a living nation, 
if we are ready to live with the problems that are destroying our 
society and our values. We can see them and are being influenced 
by their consequences; therefore, we must stand against them and 
strive to eradicate them. Allah almighty has given us the mind and 
the strength to be active members of the society and He will never 
change our destinations unless we ourselves strive for it. We, there-
fore, require being proactive and must fulfill the responsibility of a 
vigilant nation.
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