UN is Warned of ‘Active Iranian
Nuclear Procurement Network

UNITED NATIONS - Brit-
ain has told a U.N. panel
of experts that it is aware
of an “active Iranian nu-
clear procurement net-
work” linked to two Ira-
nian companies, raising
new concerns as world
powers began Thursday
to work out the details of
a possible comprehensive
agreement with Iran over
its nuclear program.

Two UN. sources con-
firmed Thursday that Brit-
ain’s warning on April 20
is included in a confiden-
tial report by the panel.
The sources spoke on ano-
nymity because they were
not authorized to discuss
it.

The warning names two

companies, “Iran’s Cen-
trifuge Technology Com-
pany and Kalay Electric
Company,” but it gives no

International

details. Both companies
are under U.S. sanctions,
and Kalay Electric Com-
pany is on the U.N. sanc-

Russia may be Readying for
new Ukraine Offensive: NATO

WASHINGTON - Rus-
sia’s military may be
taking advantage of a
recent lull in fighting in
eastern Ukraine to lay
the groundwork for a
new military offensive,
NATO’s top command-
er told the US. Con-
gress on Thursday.

“Many of their actions
are consistent with
preparations for anoth-
er offensive,” Breedlove
said.Pressed during the
hearing, Breedlove ac-
knowledged he could
not predict Moscow’s

Egyptian
President’s
Spain Trip

Angers Human

Rights Groups

MADRID - Rights groups
slammed an official visit
to Spain on Thursday by
Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi, saying he
should be shunned for his
authoritarian rule rather
than courted for business
deals.Spain’s King Felipe
VI hosted the Egyptian
leader to Iunch at the
royal palace after inte-
rior ministers from both
nations signed an agree-
ment to boost cooperation
against illegal immigra-
tion, terrorism and organ-
ised crime.The visit, the
first by an Egyptian head
of state to Spain since
2006, comes amid mount-
ing concern in the West
over unrest in the Middle
East with conflicts raging
in Libya, Sudan, Syria and
Yemen.”In these times of
war and turmoil in your
region, Egypt stands out
as the key to stability and
balance in the Middle
East,” the king said dur-
ing the luncheon for Sisi.
Spain’s economy ministry
said it had agreed to coop-
erate with Egypt on a pos-
sible high-speed rail link
between Cairo and Luxor.
Several other agreements
are expected to be signed
during Sisi’s one-day visit
in areas ranging from
tourism to culture, a dip-
lomatic source said.

Sisi was to hold talks with
Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy later Thursday and
visit Spain’s lower house
of parliament. No press
conference was sched-
uled.The visit has been
heavily criticised by Am-
nesty International which
urged Rajoy in an open
letter to call on Egypt to
respect human rights dur-
ing his talks with Sisi.
Critics accuse Sisi, a for-
mer army chief who was
elected president in May
2014, of eliminating all op-
position and establishing
an authoritarian regime
since he overthrew Islam-
ist president Mohamed
Morsi in 2013. (AFP)

tions list.

World powers, including
the five permanent U.N.
Security Council mem-

next move but charac-
terized its ongoing ac-
tions as “preparing,
training and equip-
ping to have the ca-
pacity to again take an
offensive.””“In the past
they have not wasted
their effort,” Breedlove
told the Senate Armed
Services Committee.The
Organization for Secu-
rity and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE), which
is monitoring the cease-
fire, says the violence is
down markedly since
the accord was signed

Kremlin says too Early to Speak
of Ukraine Peacekeeping Mission

MOSCOW - Russia
said on Friday that it
was premature to dis-
cuss the deployment
of a peacekeeping mis-
sion in war-torn eastern
Ukraine before a peace
deal agreed in February
is implemented in full.
“Before the text of the
Minsk agreement and
its concrete points are
implemented we be-
lieve that it would be
absolutely wrong to
raise any other issues
including that about
peacekeepers,” Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told Russian
news agencies.On

Yemen Rebels Attack Saudi Border,
Dozens Dead

RIYADH - Saudi Ara-
bia said its forces killed
dozens of Iran-backed
rebels from Yemen who
launched their first ma-
jor attack on the kingdom
since Saudi-led air strikes
began last month.

There have been deadly
skirmishes before but this
is the first time the Saudi
military has reported a
full-scale Huthi attack on
its borders.Gulf foreign
ministers on Thursday
meanwhile rejected a
proposal to hold talks on
neutral ground between
rival Yemeni political
forces, while an expert
report said Iran has been
shipping weapons to the
Huthis since at least 2009.
The United Nations is try-
ing to bring an end to the

NATO to Hold Anti-Submarine Warfare
Exercise in Norway

OSLO - Norway said
Thursday that up to
5,000 NATO troops
would take part in an-
ti-submarine  warfare
exercises off its coast
in early May, amid
growing regional un-
ease over suspected
submarine  sightings.
More than 10 ships and
submarines as well as
aircraft and helicopters

bers plus Germany, are
aiming for a deal on Iran’s
nuclear program by June
30 with a goal of slow-

in Minsk, Belarus, in
February.

But the United States
says Russia now has its
largest force on the bor-
der since October and
has deployed additional
air defense systems, the
biggest number since
August.Breedlove said
Russia was seeking to
tighten its grip over sep-
aratist fighters, bolster-
ing its command and
control “because there
was disunity in some of
the earlier attacks.”“We
do see a very distinct

Thursday, the Ukraini-
an presidency said Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin was open to the
deployment of a peace-
keeping mission in
Ukraine, after the lead-
ers of both countries
spoke by phone with
their French and Ger-
man counterparts.

“In the context of the
discussion of ways to-
wards a peaceful reso-
lution (of the conflict),
President Putin has ac-
cepted the possibility of
deploying a peacekeep-
ing contingent to the
Donbass region,” the
Ukrainian  presidency

weeks-long air campaign
and return to peace talks.
After a meeting in Ri-
yadh, the Gulf ministers
insisted that talks Dbe-
tween Yemen’s political
factions be held in Saudi
Arabia, which leads an
Arab coalition that has
been bombing the Shiite
rebels since late March.

would participate in the
exercise between May 4
and 13 in the North Sea
and in Skagerrak, the
strait between Norway
and Denmark.The drills
will take place against
a backdrop of growing
Russian military activ-
ity in the region, and
as Moscow and NATO
face their worst cri-
sis since the Cold War

ing any path the country
might have toward devel-
oping a nuclear weapon.
Iran, which insists its
nuclear program is for
peaceful purposes only,
has not commented on
the report by a panel of
experts for the U.N. sanc-
tions committee on Iran.
Iran is pushing for U.N.
and other sanctions on it
to be lifted as soon as a nu-
clear agreement with the
United States and others
is reached.U.S. State De-
partment spokeswoman
Marie Harf told reporters
Thursday, “We remain
concerned about their pro-
curement, taken steps to
designate entities...(More
on P4)...(25)

Russian set of command
and control in the east-
ern part of Ukraine,” he
said.”Command-and-
control, air defense,
support to artillery, all
of these things increased
... making a more coher-
ent, organized force out
of the separatists.”The
United States has so
far declined to provide
weapons to Ukraine, a
move which advocates
say could help end the
conflict but opponents
warn might escalate the
war. (Reuters)

said in a statement.
Moscow however made
no mention of a possi-
ble peacekeeping force
in its own statement is-
sued after the talks.
The French presiden-
cy also made no such
reference, saying in
a statement that the
parties had reviewed
the implementation of
the peace accords and
“considered areas for
improvement”.
Asked on Friday wheth-
er Putin agreed to a
peacekeeping force in
Ukraine, Peskov said:
“No, this is not true.”
(AFP)

Iran has proposed hold-
ing UN talks on ending
the war in Yemen in a
neutral country, one not
represented in the coali-
tion.But in a statement
after talks at a Riyadh
airbase the six Gulf Coop-
eration Council states “af-
firmed their support to...
(More on P4)...(26)

due to the conflict in
Ukraine.Neighbouring
Finland, which is not a
member of the military
alliance, said on Tues-
day that its navy had
fired warning shots at
a possible submarine in
the waters off Helsinki.
In October, armed forc-
es in Sweden also not a
NATO member...(More
on P4)...(27)




