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Kerry Heading to Middle East
This Week: State Department

WASHINGTON - US.
Secretary of State John
Kerry will travel to Sau-
di Arabia and Paris this
week to discuss Middle
Eastern issues, a spokes-
woman said on Monday.
Kerry will be in Riyadh on
Wednesday and Thurs-
day to meet with senior
Saudi leaders to discuss
regional security issues,
State Department spokes-
woman Marie Harf said.
Saudi Arabia has been
leading a coalition con-
ducting air strikes on Iran-
backed Houthi rebels in
Yemen.After Riyadh, Ker-
ry will go to Paris to meet
with foreign ministers
of the Gulf Cooperation
Council nations to discuss

security and other regional issues. He also will take part in commemorations of the allied victory in World War Two and meet with French
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius.Kerry’s visits to Riyadh and Paris will be part of a trip that already has taken him to Sri Lanka to strengthen ties
with that country. He currently is in Kenya to discuss fighting the militant Islamist group al Shabaab, among other issues. (Reuters)

No Indication Civilians Killed in
Syria Strike: US Military

BEIRUT - The U.S. mili-
tary denied Monday re-
ports that civilians were
killed in U.S.-led coali-
tion airstrikes last week
on a village controlled by
the Islamic State group
in northern Syria. Mean-
while the rights group
which first reported the
civilian casualties said
the death toll has risen
to 64, including at least
31 children.It was not
immediately possible
to independently verify
the conflicting reports in
the village.Two videos
and several photos pur-
porting to show the af-
termath of the strikes on

Palestinian
Building Permits
‘Political’,
Admits Israel

JERUSALEM - Approval
of building plans for Pal-
estinians in the occupied
West Bank is subject to
political considerations,
Israeli defence officials
have acknowledged.

The admission came as
a landmark court case
seeks to challenge Israel’s
housing policy in Area C,
which covers 60 percent
of the West Bank but is
under full Israeli civil
and security control.

All building in Area C,
whether by Palestinians
or Jewish settlers, comes
under the jurisdiction of
the Israeli Civil Admin-
istration which has full
control over all zoning
and planning issues.

In practice, almost all
Palestinian applications
for a building permit are
rejected, with the Civil
Administration granting
only a handful of per-
mits.

In a written response to
AFP regarding the legal
case in which a Palestin-
ian village and a coali-
tion of NGOs are seeking
to tackle Israel’s policy
of house demolitions,
COGAT -- the defence
ministry body to which
the Civil Administration
belongs -- admitted that
planning issues required
political approval.

“Any construction in
Area C, both Palestinian
and Israeli, requires the
approval of the qualified
authorities, according to
the law practised in the
region and in accordance
with the Interim Agree-
ment,” it said, referring
to the 1995 Oslo 2 agree-
ment which divided the
West Bank into areas A, B
and C.“The Civil Admin-
istration’s planning com-
mittee examines and pro-
motes construction plans
equitably, dependant on
the fact that these plans
meet the relevant plan-
ning criteria and their
promotion is approved
by the political echelon,”
it said, without giving
further detail. (AFP)

the remote mixed Arab
and Kurdish village were
mostly produced by the
Islamic  State group’s
media arms.The strikes
happened overnight
Thursday on the Syrian
village of Bir Mahli, near
the border city of Kobani,
the Britain-based based
Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said. Ob-
servatory director Rami
Abdurrahman said that
the death toll rose to 64
Sunday after missing per-
sons were found dead.
He said the airstrikes
hit civilians, all of them
Arabs, in their homes....
(More on P4)...(23)

NATO Starts Anti-Submarine Exercise in
North Sea as Tension with Russia Rise

ABOARD THE USS
VICKSBURG, North Sea
- NATO launched one
of its biggest-ever anti-
submarine exercises in
the North Sea on Mon-
day, inviting non-mem-
ber Sweden for the first
time, amid increasing
tensions between Russia
and its northern neigh-
bors.More than a dozen
vessels from 11 coun-
tries are participating
in the “Dynamic Mon-
goose” exercise. NATO
will simulate detecting
and attacking subma-
rines in one of the most

hostile seas, with rug-
ged but shallow under-
water canyons, rapid
currents and unusually

WASHINGTON - The
United States and its al-
lies staged 19 strikes on
Islamic State targets in
Iraq and Syria in a 24-
hour period ending Sat-
urday, the Combined
Joint Task Force said in
a corrected statement
that was released on
Sunday.

Three of the strikes
were in Syria and hit

high sound pollution
from freshwater pour-
ing in from Norway’s
fiords.Tensions  have

IS Hit with 19 Air Strikes by
U.S., Allies: Statement

land features, denying
the Islamic State “tac-
tical advantage,” the
military said.

In Iraq, 16 air strikes
near Mosul, Ramadi,
Bayji, Sinjar, Tal Afar
and Fallujah hit units,
buildings and fighting
positions, the statement
said.

The strikes took place
on Friday and Satur-

run high since Russia
annexed part of Ukraine
last year, with the three
small Baltic states, who
also rely on the Nordics
for defense, fearing they
may be next as they are
home to big Russian mi-
norities.Finland detect-
ed an unidentified sub-
marine along its coast
last week, firing depth
charges at the vessel,
while NATO-member
Latvia, a former Soviet
state, last month said it
detected a Russian sub-
marine near its waters...
(More on P4)...(21)

day.

A group monitoring
the conflict said 52 ci-
vilians had been killed
in a coalition air strike
in the northern Syrian
province of Aleppo on
Friday. The U.S. mili-
tary said Saturday it
could not confirm the
civilian deaths but was
looking into the allega-
tion. (Reuters)

Finnish Military Reaches out to
Reservists, Denies Russia Link

HELSINKI - The Finnish
military began sending
letters to some 900,000 re-
servists on Monday in the
largest campaign of its
kind, amid increased ten-
sions between the Nordic
states and Russia over the
Ukraine crisis.

The military said the let-
ter campaign, which aims
to improve communica-
tion with former army
conscripts, was prompted
mainly by cuts in the de-
fense budget and was
not a response to a more
assertive Russia, with
which Finland shares an
833 mile (1,340 km) land
border.But the move also
comes at a time when

Russian air force sor-
ties, spy accusations and
military border exercises
have prompted a debate
within non-aligned Fin-
land about how to boost
its security arrangements
and whether it should
even join NATO.

Last month, Finland and
similarly neutral Swe-
den joined with NATO
members Norway, Den-
mark and Iceland in an
unprecedentedly hawk-
ish joint statement that
directly cited the Russian
“challenge” as grounds
to boost defense coop-
eration.Finland, one of
few countries in Europe
still to have compulsory

military service for men,
said the plan to improve
coordination with reserv-
ists pre-dated the Ukraine
crisis, which erupted last
year when Russia an-
nexed Ukraine’s Crimea
region.“The aim is to
update reservists about
their wartime roles and
assignments and to open
up interaction on how
their know-how has de-
veloped,” said military
spokesman Mika Kal-
liomaa.He attributed the
timing of the campaign
mainly to recent defense
budget cuts that had
changed assignments and
locations for many reserv-
ists. (Reuters)

Ethiopian Protests Draw Attention
to Racism in Israel

JERUSALEM - Images of
Israeli police firing stun
grenades are usually set
in the West Bank and
involve Palestinian pro-
testers. But on Sunday
the situation was quite
different - riot police bat-
tling thousands of Ethio-
pian Jews in the center of
Tel Aviv.

The spark was a week-
old video showing two
Israeli policemen punch-
ing, beating and trying
to arrest an Israeli soldier
of Ethiopian descent in
what appeared to be an
unprovoked attack.

The two-minute video is
the latest in a string of in-
cidents that have raised

uncomfortable questions about Israel’s treatment of
ethnic minorities and its struggle to integrate new-
comers into broader society, whether Jews or non-
Jews.On Monday, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu met the soldier, Damas Fikadeh, at his Jerusalem
office and hugged him.”I was shocked by the (video)
footage,” he said on Twitter. “We cannot accept it,
and we will change it.”...(More on P4)...(22)




