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Obama Expected to Push for Gulf
Missile Defense at U.S. Summit

WASHINGTON - Presi-
dent Barack Obama is ex-
pected to make a renewed
US. push next week to
help Gulf allies create
a region-wide defense
system to guard against
Iranian missiles as he
seeks to allay their anxie-
ties over any nuclear deal
with Tehran, according
to U.S. sources.The offer
could be accompanied by
enhanced security com-
mitments, new arms sales
and more joint military
exercises, U.S. officials
say, as Obama tries to
reassure Gulf Arab coun-
tries that Washington is
not abandoning them.

With little more than a
week to go before Obama

hosts the six-nation Gulf
Cooperation Council at
the White House and then

Five Soldiers Killed as Talks
Resume Over Truce: Ukraine

MINSK - Ukraine said
Wednesday that five
Ukrainian soldiers were
killed as fresh clashes
rumbled on despite the
resumption of talks be-
tween the government
and rebels over a bat-
tered truce deal.Over the
past 24 hours four ser-
vicemen died when their
armoured vehicle hit a
landmine close to the
frontline town of Avdi-
ivka in the ravaged east,
while a fifth was killed in
an insurgent ambush and
a further 12 wounded,
Ukrainian ~ spokesman
Andriy Lysenko said.

The latest casualties come

Poland Recalls
Dark Side of
WWII Victory

WARSAW - Poland on
Thursday marks 70 years
since the end of World
War II, with an emphasis
on the dark side of his-
tory: that victory over
Nazi Germany triggered
45 years of Soviet domi-
nation.The anniversary
comes as relations be-
tween the Kremlin and
the West sink to Cold
War-era lows because
of tensions over Rus-
sia’s role in the Ukraine
crisis and fears of its ter-
ritorial ambitions.”The
end of this war, which
overturned German oc-
cupation, did not bring
freedom to our part of
Europe, because the
countries here were sub-
ordinated against their
will to Stalin’s empire,”
Polish President Broni-
slaw Komorowski said
in a weekend interview
with the Gazeta Wyborc-
za daily.Seeking to hold
European talks on the
topic, Komorowski in
January invited foreign
leaders to mark the anni-
versary in Poland -- to co-
incide with a conference
of German, Polish and
Russian historians who
have been meeting since
2009.Historical and po-
litical discussions will be
held in the northern port
city of Gdansk on May
7, followed by a mid-
night ceremony at near-
by Westerplatte, where
the first shots of the war
were fired on Septem-
ber 1, 1939.Komorowski
wanted participants to
reflect on three anniversa-
ries at once: 70 years since
the victory over Nazi lead-
er Adolf Hitler, 70 years
since the Yalta conference
where the West ceded a
part of Europe -- including
Poland -- to Stalin, and 25
years since the fall of com-
munism.But the initiative
has not gone over well in
Russia.Senior Moscow
officials immediately de-
nounced the event, which
they believe is meant to
compete with their tradi-
tional Red Square military
parade on May 9. (AFP)

as Ukrainian and separa-
tist representatives met in
Minsk for the first time
since the two sides inked
a shaky peace deal in
February that dampened
much of the fighting but
failed to halt clashes at
key hotspots.

Negotiators from the
warring sides held talks
with international me-
diators and officials from
Russia -- which Kiev ac-
cuses of masterminding
the conflict - in the Bela-
russian capital to discuss
the battered truce and
a convoluted political
roadmap for ending the
conflict. (AFP)

at Camp David, aides are
discussing the options
in pre-summit meetings

with Arab diplomats. Of-
ficials say no final deci-
sions on possible U.S. pro-

posals have been made.
Obama faces a formidable
challenge in deciding how

far to go to sell skepti-
cal Sunni-led allies on his
top foreign policy prior-
ity, a final nuclear deal
with Shi’ite Iran due by
a June 30 deadline. Fail-
ure to placate them could
further strain ties, though
additional defense obliga-
tions would carry the risk
of the United States being
drawn into new Middle
East conflicts.Obama is-
sued the invitation to the
GCC after Iran and six
world powers reached
a framework agreement
last month that would
give Tehran sanctions re-
lief for reining in its nu-
clear program.Gulf Arab
neighbors, including key
US....(More on P4)...(23)

Netanyahu’s Efforts to form Israeli
Government Go Down to Wire

JERUSALEM - Benjamin
Netanyahu, locked in
down-to-the-wire coali-
tion talks, faces a mid-
night deadline to form
a government or risk
being denied a fourth
term as Israel’s prime
minister.Nearly two
months after a convinc-
ing election victory, Ne-
tanyahu is struggling
to build a solid parlia-
mentary majority, with
a former ally abandon-
ing him this week.The
key to his political fu-
ture now lies with the
ultranationalist Jewish

Home party, which ad-
vocates annexation of
parts of occupied terri-
tory Palestinians seek

for a state.Shortly after
the March 17 vote, Ne-
tanyahu and his Likud
party appeared to be

coasting toward a right-
leaning government
with control of 67 of
parliament’s 120 seats.
But on Monday, For-
eign Minister Avigdor
Lieberman, whose once-
strong relationship with
the Israeli leader turned
sour long ago, dropped a
bombshell by taking his
far-right Yisrael Beitenu
party out of the coalition
talks.That left Netanya-
hu with the support of
two ultra-Orthodox Jew-
ish parties and a centrist
faction, a total...(More
on P4)...(24)

Over 120 Dead in More
Yemen Fighting, Aid Groups
May Stop Work

ADEN/CAIRO - Over
120 people, mostly ci-
vilians, have been killed
in heavy fighting across
Yemen, rescue work-
ers and Houthi sources
said on Wednesday, as
aid agencies warned
fuel shortages could
halt their urgent work.
The heaviest clashes

were concentrated
in the southern port
city of Aden, where at
least 40 civilians try-
ing to flee the city by
boat died when shells
fired by Houthi fight-
ers struck their vessel,
rescue workers and
witnesses said.Earlier in
the day, Houthi sources

said 40 civilians were
killed when warplanes
from a Saudi-led coali-
tion struck Yemeni prov-
inces near the Saudi bor-
der overnight, following
the death of three Saudis
in the first deadly cross
border attack since the
Arab alliance...(More on
P4)...(25)

U.S. Aims to Make Iran Nuclear Deal
Immune to Russian, Chinese Veto

UNITED NATIONS -
Washington wants to be
certain that any nuclear
deal between Iran and
major powers includes
the possibility of restor-
ing U.N. sanctions if Teh-
ran breaks the agreement
without risking Russian
and Chinese vetoes, a
senior U.S. official said on
Tuesday.

United Nations sanctions
and a future mechanism
for Iran to buy atomic
technology are two core
sticking points in talks on
a possible nuclear deal on
which Tehran and world
powers have been strug-
gling to overcome deep
divisions in recent days,
diplomats said on condi-

tion of anonymity.

Negotiators were wrap-
ping up nearly a week
of talks in New York on
Tuesday, the latest round
in 18 months of discus-
sions aimed at clinching
a long-term deal by June
30 to curb Iran’s nuclear
program in exchange
for an end to sanctions.
Expert-level negotiations
are expected to continue
for several days.The cur-
rent talks have been tak-
ing place on the sidelines
of a conference on the
nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty. The negotiations
between Iran, the United
States, Britain, France,
Germany, Russia, China
and the European Union

will resume in Vienna
next week.The latest dis-
cussions revolved around
a future Security Council
resolution that would en-
dorse a deal and render
invalid all previous sanc-
tions resolutions, while
keeping U.N. bans on
ballistic missiles, an arms
embargo and some other
restrictions.U.S. and Eu-
ropean negotiators want
any easing of U.N. sanc-
tions to be automatically
reversible - negotiators
call this a “snapback” - if
Tehran fails to comply
with terms of a deal. Rus-
sia and China traditional-
ly dislike such automatic
measures....(More on
P4)...(26)

Germany’s Merkel to Discuss
Ukraine with Putln

MOSCOW - Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and German Chancellor
Angela Merkel will dis-
cuss the crisis in Ukraine
at talks in Moscow on
Sunday, a Kremlin aide
said on Wednesday.

Merkel will not attend a
military parade on Red
Square on Saturday com-
memorating the 70th
anniversary of the end
of World War Two in
Europe. The event is be-
ing shunned by Western
leaders angered by Rus-
sia’s role in the conflict in
Ukraine.But she will be
in Moscow for events on
Sunday marking the vic-
tory over Nazi Germany

and will hold a news conference with Putin, Kremlin
foreign policy adviser Yuri Ushakov said.Merkel and
French President Francois Hollande helped broker a
ceasefire between Ukrainian forces and pro-Russian
separatists in eastern Ukraine on Feb. 12 but it has
been violated many times.“Naturally the situation
in Ukraine will be among the main topics of the talks
with the German chancellor,” Ushakov told reporters,

adding ...(More on P4)...(27)




