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KABUL -

Former

curily Adviser, Rangin Dad Far
Spanta said Lhal the vast majority
of Afghan people are tired of the
continuation of the current situa-

Lion.

Dr, Spanta in an exclusive inter-
view wilh Ariananews said thal
the Afghans do not consider the
continuation of current siluation
based on national interest; citing
efforts are underwav Lo creale so-
cial justice mnm*nu-hl, Lll"mi'ﬂ.'l":]l'_‘.'
and restoring the rule of law in
Afphanistan on the basis of a pro

pram.

He declared that there was [lerce
competilion belween  Iran

Malional

and

Kandahar
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America in Alfghanistan and we
tried to gel Afghanistan oul of
compelition.

He further added that the current
governmenl formed based on an
agreement and a legal Loya Jirga
should be held before the comple-
tion of lwo years; otherwise the
people obliged to hold a peaceful
Jirga.
The
Adviser stressed that the United
States is a slralegic parlner with
Alghanistan. Signing securily ac-
cord with America was a |'|Uri'm'l
measure that we support it and
we need the cooperation of Unit-

ed Stales, (ATN)

former National  Security

Khak-e-Afghan District is
IS Stronghold: Officials
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QALAT - Local security of- The statement

ficials in southern Zabul said
on Thursday that the Khak-e-
Afghan district has become
a Daesh stronghold and thal
Afghan forces retreated from
the area eighl years ago,
Securily sources added thal
in this lime no military oper-
ation has ever been launched
Lo retake the districl and thal
Afghan [orces have never
hattled Daesh in the area.

COmes
officials in Kabul have main-
Lained that military operations
were carried oul - specifi-
cally to rescue 31 passengers
taken hostage by Daesh eight
months ago.

This latest development fol
lows on the heels of the be-
heading of seven Zabul resi-
dents by Daesh mililants a [ew
days ago. Among the viclims
(Mare on P4)...(6)
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India, Afghan Working
on Modi Visit to Kabul

NEW DELHI India and
Alghanistan  are exploring,
possibilities of an early visil
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Kabul, as President
Ashraf Ghani's government
in the war-ravaged country
is sending oul signals of re-
versing ils policies of rely-

ing much on Islamabad lo
buy peace with Taliban and
secking to boost defence and
S6C unh, cooperation  w ith
New Delhi. Modi is likely 1o
inaupgurate the new 111.“[11][11:,
for the Afghan parliament
during his visil to Kabul.
The construction of the new
building is being funded by
the Governmenl of India and
is nearing completion, sourc-
es in New Delhi told Deccan
Herald, A proposal lor an
early visit by the prime min

ister to Kabul is undersiood to
have been discussed during
the recent tour of Afghan Pres-
ident Ashral Ghani's Nalional
Securily Advisor Mohammad
Hanif Atmar to New Delhi. At-
mar had meetings with Modi's
Nalional Security Advisor Ajit
Doval and Foreign Secretary
S Jaishankar. He
on Defence Minisler Manohar
Parrikar. (Agencies)

also called

Over 56,000 Afghan
Refugees Repatriated
this Year: UNHCR

ISLAMABAD - Uniled Na-
tions High Commissioner
for Refugees has facilitaled
the return of over [ifly six
thousand registered Afghan
refugees from Pakistan so
far this year under its vol-
untary repalriation  pro-
pramme.

Talking to media in Islama-
bad today, he said that Pa
kistan is hosting almost 1.5
million  registered  Afghan

refugees which is the largest

protracled refugee popula-
tion in the world. He said
since 2002, the UNHCR has
facilitated the return of 4 mil-
lion registered Alghans from
Pakistan.

To a question, he said the va-
lidity of Proof of Registration
cards to Afghan refugees had
been extended from 31st De
cember 2015 to 31st Decem-
ber 2007, (Agencies)

Bodies of
Zabul Seven
Repatriated to

hazni for
Burial
KABUL - The bodies of seven

Zabul residents beheaded by
alleged Daesh militants aboul
a week ago were repalriated
Friday to their home district
of iu:,-,huri in Gharni where
they will be buried.

Tens of Thousands of protes-
tors aller ending their demon-
slrations in Kabul moved the

bodies from Sardar Moham-
mad Dawood Khan hospital
of Kabul to Ghazni.

Senior government officials
also atlended the repatrialion
of the bodies.

The victims were beheaded
aboul a week ago afler having,
been kidnapped a few months
d;m in southern Zabul prov-
ince, The protestors marched
to the ...(More on P4)...(8)

Germany
Plans to Increase
Troops in
Afghanistan

KABUL - German politicians
saicl on Thursday that the
povernment wanls Lo expand
its troop deployment Lo Al-
phanislan from 850 Lo 980 per-
sonnel.

The
as Taliban militanls ramp up
their fighling in the country
and more Alghans seek rel-
uge from the war by migral-
ing lo Eumpﬂ, and in particu-
lar to Germany.

The government’s plan will
need Lo be confirmed by Ger-
man parliament before more
troops can be deployed. Ac-
cording to the politicians,
the Bundeswehr's mission in
Afghanistan will not change:
The German army is there Lo
provide military assistance lo
Alghan lighters nol o I'iﬂhl
directly against the Taliban.
The Defense Ministry
not el confirmed how many
more soldiers would be senl
to Alghanistan. Members of
The Lell parly attacked the
plan, saying it would only
perpetuate  the  cycle that
spawned the current refugee
crisis in Europe,

Most NATO forces pulled oul
of Alghanistan in 2004, Those
that stayed served primarily
lov assist Afghan forces, which
ook .. (More o P4)..(T1)

announcement  comes

has

Zabul Seven
Tragedy Sparks Unity

cross Country

KABUL - Following, the bru-
lal beheading ol seven Zabul
residents by alleped  Daesh
members a lew days ago, tens
of thousands of people from
arourd the country stood to-
pether and ook Lo the sireels
and o social media platiorms

]

¢ T

in protest over the killings.

People from across the coun-
try, of all ethnic groups, bolh
young, and old, male and fe-
male, marched through the
streels of cities including Ka-
bul, Jalalabad in Nangarhar,
Marar-e-Sharil in Balkh, Her-

al city and Zabul city, Between
‘I.-"'n-:inmchnf and T]mminv
demonstralors marched in a
total of 26 provinces.

Such  public demonstrations
have not been pecorded in

over 40 years in Afghanistan,
The ...(More on P4)...(7)

IS to Benefit’ from Taliban
Infighting in Afghanistan

KABLL Alfghan  officials
claimed Thursday that Mul
lah Mansoor Dadullah, «
deputy to the splinter fac-
tion's leader Mullah Moham-
mad Rasool, was killed lale
Wednesday. Ghulam Kelani
Farahi, a senior police official
in Lhe southeastern Zabul
province, told media thatl
Dadullah was “lured into a
trap” and killed by the main

Taliban group, headed by
Mullah Akhtar Mansoor.
Mansoor was elecled by a

Taliban Siege and
Kidnappings Reported
Countrywide

KABUL - At least 40 Afghan
Local Police (ALP) force mem-
bers are under siepe by the
Taliban in Pashtonkot district
of Faryab province, local offi-
cials said Thursday.

Faryab pnwim-i;ul council
deputy  Mohammad  Tahir
Rahmani, who confirmed the
siege, said the ALP members
have been locked in a ballle
for the past four days and cur-
rently face a food and weap-
ons shorlages. He said they
are calling for urgentl assis
tanuce.

Meanwhile Faryab acting po-
lice chief Abdul Mogim Kohi,
said that police [orces are co-
ordinating with Afghan Na-
tional Security Forces (ANSF)
forces to conduct an air strike
in order lo rescue Lhe po-
live officers. In addition, the
Taliban on Wednesday kid-
napped seven public order
police force members in Sar-
e-Pul province, officials said
Thursday.

Sar-e-Pul governor Moham-
mad Zahir Wahdal confirmed
the incident and said thal a

pn*[iminur_ﬁ.* investigalion in-
dicates that the Taliban kid-
nappers had inside help from
the police officers’ colleagues,
According to Wahdat it is nol
clear where the soldiers have
been taken to bul invesliga-
lions Meanwhile,
12 vivilians were abducted by
the Taliban in Paktia provinee
on Wednesday, officials said.

Sayid Kdi’:ﬂllt'l"—ulﬂl.lz'iﬂ!'1 nor
of Paktia province Meyaz Mo-
hammad Khalil confirmed the
abduction and said Taliban
had  kidnapped
the civilians on Wednesday
in lhe Badmganda area of
the district. This comes after
Wednesday's kidnapping
of four school boys in Herat
city in Herat Province, Po-
lice confirmed lhe incident
on Wednesday allernoon bul
said only one boy had been

conlinue,

insurgents

abducted from outside his
school. Eye wilnesses how-
ever put the number at four,
No insurgent group - includ-
ing the Taliban - has yel
claimed responsibility for any

of the incidents. (Tolonews)

Taliban council as the leader
of the mililant group afler
former ..(More on P4)...(9)

Afghanistan |
takeholders

Push
Diplomacy

ISLAMABAD - An anlicipal-
ed annual winter reduction
in fighting in Afghanistan has
prompted international and
regional partners Lo inlensily
efforts o encourage a revival
ol Alghan peace talks.

This year's lighting season
witnessed o sharp increase
in Talibar-led insurgent ad-
vances  across  Alphanistan
since the Islamist group was
ousted lrom power in late
2001.
The balllefield setbacks are
nol surprising to many, as
Alghan securily lorces look
on the insurgency for the first
time without any direct inter-
national military assistance
alter NATO ended its combal
mission last vear.
However, al a lime of dwin-
dling foreign  financial as-
sistance, questions are being,
raised aboul the sustainabil-
ity of the Afghan military
campaign in the vyears lo
COITE. :
These concerns have prompl-
ed key partners such as the
United MNations, the United
States and China to push the
warring,
peace lalks.
On Friday, Nicholas Haysom,
chief of United Nations Assis-
lance Mission in M; rhanistan
(UNAMA), visiled Islamabad
and met with lop Pakistani
officials lo discuss the peace
elforks.

A UN. spokesman told VOA
the discussions centered on
“prospecls [or peace in Al
ghanistan and how to achieve
wider regional cooperation.”

Earlier this week, China's
special envoy for Alfimm
stan and Pakistan, Deng, Xi-
jun, visited both counltries to
underscore the need for re-

sides to relurn Lo

suming, peace talks between
the Afghan government and
the Taliban. He spoke to local
media in Islamabad.

“We think that the Taliban
is one of the main forces of
Alghanistan in the polili-
cal arena and we think that
the peace talks is the only
way oul for Afghanislan lo
achieve lasting, peace and sta-
bhility,” he said.

The Chinese envoy
tioned the peace process is
ﬁ'rul:,;ht et More on P4)L..(T0)
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Russia Launches
Scholarship Programme
for Afghan Diplomats

KABUL - The embassy of the
Bussian Federation in Kabul
launched  scholarship  pro-

gramme for diplomaltic stall of
the Alghan Minislry of Foreign
Affairs. The first batch of Al
ghan  diplomals  representing,
different  departments of  the
Foreipn Ministry is scheduled to
leave Kabul for Moscow on No-
vember 15,

The group of 10 diplomats will
attend a two-week advanced
training courses in the Diplo-
malic Academy of the Russian
Ministry ol Fﬂn*i;;n Allairs.
Russian ambassador Alexander
Mantytskiy highlights that the
current scholarship programme
is the first arrangement of such
kind in the modern history of
Alphan - Russian relalions.

To mark this significant evenl
the Russian Embassy in Kabul
held a special reception. Dur-
ing a ceremony organized at the
Russian embassy on Wednes-
day to launch the programme,

Ambassador Mantytskiy said
that the launching of the pro-
gramme symbolizes strength-
ening ties bebween Alghanistan
and Russia as well as belween
Foreign Ministries of the two
countries. Moheb  Spinghar,
Foreign  Ministry's  Director
General of Institute of Diploma-
cy apprecialed Russian Federa-
tion adding that that the schol-
arship programmes will play
an important role in increasing,
professional skills of the dip-
lomatic stall of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, (KP) '



