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UN, Israeli Leaders meet
on Regional Issues

UNITED NATIONS - UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon on Thursday met
with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu,
and the two discussed
regional situation, includ-
ing the risks posed by in-
citement, violent extrem-
ism and terrorism.

The meeting took place at
UN Headquarters in New
York on the sidelines of
the annual high-level de-
bate of the UN General
Assembly, which entered
its fourth day here Thurs-
day.

“The  secretary-general
noted the tensions on the
ground in the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem,

and reiterated his call on
both sides to prevent any
escalation,” Ban’s spokes-

man told reporters after
the meeting. “In this re-
gard, he referred to the

prime minister’s public
commitment
tain the status quo on the

to main-

Holy Sites.” Meanwhile,
the secretary-general con-
demned the brutal kill-

ing of two Israeli citizens
in the West Bank earlier
Thursday evening, the
spokesman said.

“The  secretary-general
also underscored the
dangers that violence and
provocations pose to both

Israeli and Palestinian
civilians,” the statement
said.

“He welcomed Israel’s
easing of some restric-
tions on the movement
of people and goods and
urged the prime minis-
ter to make significant
policy changes that will
have a concrete impact on
the lives of Palestinians,”
said the spokesman.
(Xinhua)

Six Months of Conflict in Yemen
Leaves over S 500 Children Dead

GENEVA - Six months of
unremitting war in Yemen
have left at least 505 chil-
dren dead and injured a
further 702, the UN Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF)
indicated on  Friday.
UNICEEF also reported that
over 1.7 million children
are presently at risk of
malnutrition while 10 mil-
lion children are in need of
urgent humanitarian as-
sistance. “With every day
that passes, children see
their hopes and dreams
for the future shattered,”
said UNICEF Representa-

mgly threatened by dlsease
and malnutrition.” Figures
show that 537,000 children
under five are at risk of
severe acute malnutrition,

sanitation have further
been compounded by the
lack of fuel, electricity, gas
and water. Key infrastruc-
ture has also been affected

million people with access
to safe water, and that over
five million children have
received measles and polio
vaccinations. Some 93,500

tive in Yemen Julien Har- more than tripling the pre- by attacks, withasmanyas children have also been
neis, adding “their homes, conflict number of 160,000. 41 schools and 61 hospitals ~ treated for severe acute
schools and communities Endemic food shortages either targeted or dam- malnutrition while 520,000
are being destroyed, and together with reduced ac- aged. UNICEF indicated were able to sit delayed
their own lives are increas-  cess to health facilities and  that it has provided three school exams.(Xinhua)
Germany Sending

Russia Denies Hitting
Wrong Targets in Syria

MOSCOW -The Russian
Defense Ministry Friday
denied allegations that
Russia’s air force failed
to target positions of the
Islamic State (IS) terror-
ist group in its airstrikes
campaign in war-torn
Syria. “The allegations
are complete nonsense
and have no factual ba-
sis,” Defense Ministry
spokesman Igor Ko-
nashenkov told report-
ers. On Thursday, the

Turkish Foreign Minis-
try issued a joint state-
ment with the United
States, Germany, Brit-
ain, France, Qatar and
Saudi Arabia, saying
that Russian airstrikes
did not target the IS and
caused civilian casual-
ties.

Konashenkov said the
ministry was monitor-
ing various sources of
false information and
intended to provide the

public with its own re-
ports accompanied by
maps and videos twice
a day. Russian air force
aircraft, including Su-
34, Su-24M and Su-25,
carried out 18 sorties
against 12 IS targets in
Syria over the last 24
hours, the ministry said
in a separate statement.
Among others, three
command posts, a com-
munications center, two
training camps, vari-

ous bunkers, as well as
weapons and fuel de-
pots were destroyed in
the air attacks, the state-
ment said.

Su-34 fighter bombers
carried out precision
strikes from heights of
over 5,000 meters, the
statement said, adding
that this type of aircraft
can carry out strikes
against terrorist targets
in the whole territory of
Syria.(Xinhua)

Infantrymen, Military
Equipment to Latvia

RIGA - The German
armed forces are send-
ing an infantry unit along
with armoured vehicles
and other military equip-
ment to Latvia this week-
end, the Latvian Defence
Ministry informed. The
servicemen from the 37th
Mechanized Infantry Bri-
gade “Saxony” are sched-
uled to stay in Latvia until
mid-November. During
that time they will be tak-
ing part in military train-
ing exercises alongside

Latvian and other allied
forces, the ministry said.
In addition to the troops,
Germany is also deploy-
ing over 35 armoured ve-
hicles and other military
equipment which is be-
ing delivered to Latvia by
train. In the first drill, slat-
ed for this Sunday, Oct. 4,
the German infantrymen
will be moving the equip-
ment from a railway sta-
tion to a military base in
Adazi just outside Riga.
(Xinhua)

Russia-US Compromise on
Crisis Sends Positive Signal:

MOSCOW - Focused
mainly on the Syrian
crisis, Monday’s meet-
ing between Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and his U.S. counterpart
Barack Obama seemed
to give a green light to
the airstrikes carried out
by Russian air forces
in Syria, which started
Wednesday and are ex-
pected to last for a period
of time, Russian experts
said.

In spite of distinct dis-
putes on such issues as
the Ukraine crisis and the

Syrian conflict, the two
countries managed to co-
ordinate, sending a posi-
tive signal regarding the
improvement of bilateral
relations and their readi-
ness to cooperate more
on solving international
issues, the experts said.

“The start of a dialogue
between the two leaders,
even if the conversation
is of technical nature, can
serve as a basis for the
future unlocking of rela-
tions, although the condi-
tions for such are not yet
ripe currently,” Andrei

Kolesnikov, a senior ex-
pert at the Carnegie Mos-
cow Center, told Xinhua.
Andrei Kortunov, direc-
tor-general of the Rus-
sian Council for Interna-
tional Affairs, said the
Putin-Obama  meeting
suggested progress have
been made through oth-
er channels, and “signals
would be given to rel-
evant departments and
officials on both sides to
resume consultations on
the most pressing issues
such as the Syrian crisis.”
The situation in the Mid-

Syrian
Experts

dle East is replacing the
Ukraine crisis as the new
point of serious disagree-
ment between Moscow
and Washington, Kole-
snikov said, adding that
under the new circum-
stances, “some coopera-
tion, even (if it is) only
technical, is necessary.”
Both experts expected
the top leaders’ meeting
to push either coopera-
tion on the Syrian crisis
or coordination on the
Ukraine crisis toward
greater policy conver-
gence.(Xinhua)

Deadly Russian Rocket
System Spotted in
Ukraine for First Time

MOSCOW - Interna-
tional monitors say they
have spotted a new kind
of Russian weapons
system in rebel-held
Ukraine this week, pos-
sible evidence of Mos-
cow’s continued interest
in Ukraine even as it fo-
cuses on Syria. The Or-
ganization for Security
and Co-operation in Eu-
rope, which is monitor-
ing a ceasefire in eastern
Ukraine, reported that
its monitors had seen a
mobile TOS-1 ‘Buratino’
weapons system for the

first time. The Buratino
is equipped with ther-
mobaric warheads which
spread a flammable lig-
uid around a target and
then ignite it. It can de-
stroy several city blocks
in one strike and cause
indiscriminate ~ damage.
Only Russia produces the
system and it was not ex-
ported to Ukraine before
the conflict broke out,
according to IHS Jane’s
Group and the Stockholm
International Peace Re-
search Institute, which
...(More on P4)...(25)

Australian Anti-IS
Fighter’s Return a Hoax

SYDNEY - An Austral-
ian man fighting against
Islamic State in Syria
who posted to his Fa-
cebook page he was re-
turning to Australia said
it was a hoax. Austral-
ian man Ashely Dyball
posted on social media
under the alias Michel
Scott on Friday that he
had boarded a plane
and was due to arrive
in Brisbane on Saturday
night following a brief
stay in Sweden. Dyball
even requested a large
Hungry Jacks - aka
Burger King - Whop-

per meal and some party
poppers for his “welcome
home interrogation” by
Australian  authorities
upon his return, accord-
ing to local media. Aus-
tralian government has
repeatedly warned those
who become involved in
the conflicts in Iraq and
Syria would face prosecu-
tion upon their return.
However, several hours
after local media first re-
ported Dyball’ s decision,
he revealed it was all a
hoax. “To all my friends
that weren't in on this I
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