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EU Leaders Agreed on Further
Steps to Tackle Refugee Crisis

BRUSSELS - The European
Union (EU) leaders agreed
on further steps to tackle
the “pressing” migration
and refugee crisis, follow-
ing a one-day summit
which ended early Friday.
“Tackling the migration
and refugee crisis is a com-
mon obligation which re-
quires a comprehensive
strategy and a determined
effort over time in a spirit
of solidarity and responsi-
bility,” the EU leaders said
in a statement released
after the summit. The EU
leaders welcomed the EU-
Turkey joint Action Plan
for tackling the current
refugee crisis, saying its

“successful implementa-
tion will contribute to ac-

celerating the fulfillment of
the visa liberalization road-

map towards all participat-
ing member states and the

full implementation of the
readmission agreement.”

They stressed that the EU
and its member states

“stand ready to increase
cooperation with Turkey
and step up their political
and financial engagement
substantially within the es-
tablished framework.”
The EU leaders called for
strengthening the protec-
tion of the EU’s external
borders, including the es-
tablishment of an integrat-
ed management system
for external borders.

The development of a Eu-
ropean Border and Coast
Guard System in coopera-
tion with relevant member
states was under discus-
sion. Concerning response
to the influx of refugees in
Europe, the leaders agreed
to ensure the identifica
...(More on P4)...(20)

"Turkey downs Drone )
as Syria Launches
Aleppo Offensive

BEIRUT - Turkey shot down a drone on
Friday in an incident highlighting the
dangers of the multiple air combat op-
erations over Syria, where government
troops and their allies launched an offen-
sive against rebels near Aleppo, backed
by Russian jets. The army offensive south
of the city, backed by Hezbollah and Ira-
nian fighters, further expands its 10-day-
old counter-attack in western Syria
against insurgents battling to overthrow
President Bashar al-Assad.

The army campaign has been coordinat-
ed with Russian jets, which launched air
strikes in support of Assad on Sept. 30,
and Syria’s own air force.

A U.S.-led coalition of Western and Arab
forces has been flying combat missions
over Syria for more than a year, while Is-
raeli jets have also struck targets in Syria
during the four-year-old civil war.

That has left Syria’s airspace crowded
with warplanes from rival, or even hos-
tile powers, pursuing competing military
strategies, heightening the risk of aerial
confrontation. Turkey’s military said its
jets shot down an unidentified drone in
Turkish air space near Syria on Friday.

A US. official said Washington believed
it was of ...(More on P4)...(21)

Iraqi Forces Retake
Key Oil Refinery from
IS Militants

BAGHDAD - The Iraqi government
says its forces have driven out Islam-
ic State group militants from a key oil
refinery north of Baghdad in a wide-
scale military operation. The Joint
Military Command said Friday that
government troops and paramilitary
forces, made up mainly of Shiite mili-
tias, retook Beiji refinery and nearby
Siniya town. It did not provide addi-
tional details on the operation at the
sprawling refinery. There was also no
word on the fate of the nearby town
of Beiji. Beiji, some 250 kilometers
(155 miles) north of Baghdad, fell to
IS during its blitz across northern
Iraq a year ago, but the refinery fa-
cility remained contested. The town
is strategically significant as it lies on
the road to IS-held Mosul, Iraq’s sec-
ond largest city.(AP)

Obama, Nawaz to
have Nuclear talks but
no Deal Next Week:
White House

WASHINGTON - The White House
has said that Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif and US President
Barack Obama are not going to sign
a nuclear deal next week but they
will discuss the nuclear issue in their
meeting.

The prime minister arrives in the US
capital on Oct 20 for a White House
meeting with President Obama on Oct
22.

Reports in the US media have claimed
that during the visit the United States
may offer a deal to Sharif that may
pave the way for Pakistan’s accept-
ance in the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG), as a similar deal did for India.
“A deal like the one that’s been dis-
cussed publicly is not something
that’s likely to come to fruition next
week,” said White House Press Secre-
tary Josh Earnest when asked to com-
ment on these speculations.

“But the United States and Pakistan
are regularly engaged in a dialogue
about the importance of nuclear se-
curity. And I would anticipate that
dialogue would include conversations
between the leaders of our two coun-

Russia’s Parliament Allows
Arrest of Opposition Lawmaker

MOSCOW - The Russian
parliament has voted to
sanction an arrest in ab-
sentia of the sole lawmak-
er who voted against the
annexation of Crimea last
year.

The State Duma voted Fri-
day to let law enforcement
officials arrest IlyaPon-
omarev, who is suspected

of embezzlement related to
his work for a state-funded

court finds him guilty.

The politician, who is cur-
rently in the United States,
says the motion is a politi-

cally motivated attempt to
kick him out of parliament.

technological foundation. The Russian parliament
Ponomarev, one of the has a history of expelling
leaders behind the 2011- opposition lawmakers.
2012 anti-government pro- The Duma in 2012 kicked
tests, will lose his seat if a out Gennady Gudkov, who

helped stage the 2011-2012
protests, and removed his
immunity from prosecu-
tion. (AP)

Russia’
for

s Novak Due in Iran
Important Visit

TEHRAN - Russian Energy
Minister Alexander Novak
will visit Iran on Oct. 21 at the
head of a large economic del-
egation to discuss expansion of
bilateral trade. In Tehran, No-
vak will meet Iran’s Minister of
Petroleum BijanZangeneh and
other officials as the two coun-
tries seek to increase bilateral
trade to $10 billion a year from
$2 billion at present.
According to Iran’s Ambassa-
dor to Moscow Mehdi Sanaei,
the two sides will pay special
attention to Iran’s energy re-
sources in their talks.

Lukoil, Russia’s second largest
oil producer, is in advanced
talks with the National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC) to return
to Iran. The company seeks to
revive its stake in the Anaran

project from which it pulled
out in 2011. Lukoil Chief Ex-
ecutive VagitAlekperov is to
meet Zangeneh in Vienna in
December when OPEC gathers
for a meeting.

Iran also wants Russia to build
more nuclear power plants in
the country similar to the Bush-
ehr facility. They signed an

agreement in November 2014
to build two more 1,000-mega-
watt units in Bushehr.

After the international nuclear
accord with Tehran in July,
Russia has acted quickly to ce-
ment ties with Iran but the two
countries” plan to barter oil for
goods is apparently facing hur-
dles.(PressTV)

DPRK Top
Leader Inspects
Army Unit

PYONGYANG - Kim
Jong Un, top leader
of the Democratic
People’s Republic of
Korea (DPRK), has
inspected an army
unit, the official
KCNA news agency
reported Friday.

In a dispatch with-
out reference to the
inspection date, the
state-run news agen-
cy said Kim went
round the monument
in commemoration of
late leader Kim Jong
Il's on-site inspection
and stressed the need
to strengthen educa-
tion of the exploits of
the deceased leader,
who was his father.
Kim also praised the
commanding officers
and soldiers of Unit
350 of the Korean
People’s Army for
achieving  remark-
able results through
hard work to glorify
the 70th anniversary
of the founding of
the Workers” Party of
Korea, which fell on
Oct. 10.

He presented a pair
of binoculars and
an automatic rifle as
gifts to the unit and
had a photo session
with the servicemen.
Accompanying Kim
were Hwang Pyong
So, director of the
General Political Bu-
reau of the Korean
People’s Army, and
O KumChol, vice
chief of the General
Staff of the Korean
People’s Army.
(Xinhua)

\tries,” he added.(Agencies) Y,

Australian PM
Faces Confrontation
in NZ During First

Overseas Trip

CANBERRA - Australian Prime Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull was bound
for New Zealand on Friday for his
first overseas mission since becom-
ing Australia’s 29th prime minister,
with the trip’s focal point a potential-
ly tense meeting with his NZ coun-
terpart. Turnbull will meet with NZ
Prime Minister John Key on Saturday
to discuss a range of issues relevant
to their trans-Tasman relationship
but the talks won't be all friendly and
convivial: Key has vowed to confront
Turnbull on a particularly touchy is-
sue. The Guardian ustralia reported
on Friday Key was planning to send
Turnbull an “extremely direct” mes-
sage regarding the recent wave of
New Zealand citizens deported from
Australia under changes to the Mi-
gration Act late last year. The Greens,
a left-leaning party that supports so-
cial justice, from both Australia and
New Zealand filed a joint complaint
to the Australian Human Rights
Commission on Friday regarding the
matter. The changes to the Act allow
long-term residents to be deported,
if they have been jailed for one year
or more. ...(More on P4)...(22)

German Parliament Adapts
Data Retentlon Law

BERLIN - The German
parliament approved a
revised law on Friday
to collect and retain in-
formation about phone
calls and Internet use.
While 404 lawmakers
voted in favor of the
new data retention law,
148 voted against it.
Under the legislation,
telephone and Internet
connection data would
be stored by telecom-
munications companies
for ten weeks. This in-
cludes telephone num-
bers, time and duration
of calls as well as com-
puter IP addresses.
Location  information
resulting from mobile
phone  conversations
would be retained for
a shortened period of
four weeks.
Investigators would
have to ask a judge for
access to the data stored
by providers.

Germany’s Consti-

tutional Court ruled
against data retention
in March 2010, and the
storage of information
was suspended in Ger-
many. Before that, com-
munications data had
to be retained for six
months in accordance
with a European Union
directive.

In a parliamentary de-
bate on Friday, German
Justice Minister Heiko
Maas defended the re-

introduction of data re-
tention, saying the “in-
trusion into the privacy
of personal data takes
place at a reasonable
level.” However, oppo-
sition parties and many
data protection cam-
paigners claimed the
new legislation would
also be unconstitution-
al. They said they were
considering filing a con-
stitutional suit against
it. (Xinhua)

(Nieghbor News |

" Pakistan, Russia Sign

N

Agreement to Build
Gas Pipeline

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan
and Russia on Friday
signed an inter-govern-
mental agreement for
the construction of a gas
pipeline from the south-
ern port city of Karachi
to Lahore, the capital of
Punjab province, officials
said.

Russia will make an in-
vestment of 2 billion U.S.
dollars in the project, the
first phase of which will
be completed by Decem-
ber 2017.

The 1,100 km pipeline
with a capacity of 12.4
bem per annum will con-
nect Liquefied Natural
Gas (LNG) terminals of
Karachi with those of La-
hore.

Pakistan Petroleum Min-
ister ShahidKhaganAb-
basi and Russian Energy
Minister Alexander No-
vak signed the agreement
in Islamabad.  Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif
also attended the signing

ceremony. The deal was
finalized earlier this year
during the visit to Mos-
cow by the Pakistani pe-
troleum minister.

Reports suggested Paki-
stan is working on two
pipelines to transport
regasified LNG from
Karachi to the northern
parts of the country. The
first pipeline will connect
Gwadar Port in south-
western Balochistan to
the main natural gas
pipeline hub in Nawab-
shah in southern Sindh
province, while the sec-
ond will connect Karachi
to Lahore.

Officials in Pakistan said
the agreement marks the
Russian involvement in a
first major project in Paki-
stan in nearly 40 years.

A subsidiary of the
Russian state corpora-
tion Rostech will be the
partner of the Pakistan-
owned Inter State Gas
Systems (ISGS).(Xinhua)

China, Mongolia Pledge
to Advance Parliamentary

Exchanges
BEIJING - Parliamen- Chairman of the State
tary leaders of Chinaand ~Great Hural of Mongo-

Mongolia met on Friday
and pledged to enhance
parliamentary exchanges
between the two coun-
tries. China and Mongolia
should fulfill the consen-
sus reached by state lead-
ers, strengthen mutual
trust, enhance exchanges
between political parties
and parliaments, and im-
plement big cooperation
projects and people-to-
people exchange plans to
promote bilateral friend-
ship, said China’s top leg-
islator Zhang Dejiang.

Zhang, chairman of the
Standing Committee of
the National People’s
Congress (NPC), told

lia ~ ZandaakhuuEnkh-
bold that the NPC will
strengthen its relation-
ship with the Great Hural
and prepare the first
meeting of the bilateral
parliamentary exchange
mechanism.

Enkhbold said Mongo-
lia’s State Great Hural at-
taches great importance
to exchanges with the
NPC, and is ready to en-
hance their cooperation
through regular meetings
and exchanges.

Enkhbold was in Beijing
to attend the Asian Politi-
cal Parties” Special Con-
ference on the Silk Road.

(Xinhua)

US Report on Religious
Freedom in Iran Invalid:
Foreign Min.

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign

Ministry has rejected as
“invalid” a report by the
US Department of State
on religious freedom in
Iran. “The clichéd report”
by the US Department
of State is the repetition
of the accusations which
the Islamic Republic of
Iran has on different occa-
sions rejected as “totally
false,” Foreign Ministry
Spokeswoman Marzie-
hAfkham said on Thurs-
day. She added that such
reports are “invalid and
have no legal basis” be-
cause they “are prepared
with the aim of achieving
political goals and objec-
tives.” On October 14, US

Secretary of State John
Kerry submitted the 2014
International ~ Religious
Freedom Report to the
US Congress. The report,
comprising almost 200
distinct reports on coun-
tries and territories, al-
leges that “Iran executed,
detained, harassed, and

discriminated ~ against
members of religious mi-
nority groups.”

The US report on reli-
gious rights is in line with
Washington’s policies to
interfere in the internal
affairs of other countries
and is viewed as an at-
tempt to create religious
and sectarian division in
Iran.(PressTV)

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan
FMs Discuss Delimitation
and Demarcation of
State Border

BISHKEK - Foreign
Ministers (FMs) of Kyr-
gyzstan and Tajikistan
ErlanAbdyldayev and
SirodjiddinAslov  dis-
cussed the issues of
delimitation and de-
marcation of the Kyr-
gyz-Tajik state border
on the sidelines of the
meeting of Council of
CIS Foreign Ministers,

\Which was held in Asta-

na on Thursday, reports
the Foreign Ministry of
Kyrgyzstan.

The sides also discussed
issues of bilateral coop-
eration in the fields of
trade, economic, water
and energy, transport
and communication
and exchanged views
on the international
agenda during the
meeting. (AKlpress)




